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Dear Friends in Christ, 

There is much talk about the ways people understand themselves 
as spiritual but not religious. It is understandable that some 
would want to make this distinction due to the terrible atrocities 
committed in the name of religion. Indeed, we have had “religious 
institutions” that have been corrupt and self-serving in the worst 
ways possible. There are many who seek to connect with God 
without the baggage of organized religion.  

A few Sundays ago, a friend of mine posted a picture on Facebook 
that was entitled, Worship. It showed her enjoying a beautiful 
beach in a warm place. I liked her picture with a thumbs up, but I 
didn’t love it with a heart. On the one hand, I do believe that we 
can give thanks to the Creator and worship God by enjoying the 
beauty of all creation.  On the other hand, there is a central aspect 
of our faith that is communal. We are called to be in relationship 
with one another and to be connected to a tradition that sustains 
the people of God from one generation to the next.  

In the last couple of years, this sense of community has been 
challenged in ways we could have never anticipated prior to the 
onset of the Coronavirus. In person indoor worship attendance has 
decreased not only here but at most every church. Even before the 
pandemic we have seen that our culture has been nurturing a 
more individualized spirituality that only exists outside of the faith 
community. For some, this may have been strengthened in the 
midst of the pandemic. This is a reality that we must face knowing 
that worship attendance has been declining in the past several 
years. The question is asked over and over again. How can we “get 
them back?”  

As you can imagine, it saddens me when I witness the decline of 
worship attendance. As concerned as I may be about the need for 
more members to support our congregation, I am more... 
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(Continued from Pastor Kathy)  ...concerned by the reality that people are disconnected from the 
very aspect of faith that gives life and growth. Our spiritual relationship with Christ is sustained by 
our religious life as a congregation. Looking at the Latin roots of the word religion, it could be based 
on the verb religare or relegere. Religare means to “bind together or to connect. Relegere is the 
“action of considering or examining something repeatedly.”  

I think this gives us an opportunity to put a good word in for the word Religion. Our faith is 
deepened as we understand ourselves as both Spiritual and Religious. In fact, I would say that 
Jesus is both spiritual and religious. Through all the gospels we see how Jesus brings his disciples 
together and sets them on a mission to preach, teach and heal. (See Luke 9:1-6) To be religious is to 
be a part of something that is bigger than ourselves. To be spiritual is to recognize God in the midst 
of all things.  

Early on in the pandemic our staff and congregational leaders focused on ways to maintain and 
strengthen a sense of community. We discovered, however, that we can be “together” in new and 
different ways. We have learned a great deal about hospitality and outreach through our outdoor 
drive-in worship. Online classes and pre-recorded or livestream worship provide an online 
connection as well. In the months and years ahead we will continue to live in the tension between 
our religious identity and heritage and our spiritual experiences in all the world and in all of life.  

I am grateful for each of you for being church together as Christ’s beloved people.  

Religiously and Spiritually Yours, 

 

Pastor Kathy  

CHURCH DIRECTORY – New and Improved! 

It’s coming ! 

Finally, after seven long years and delays brought on by Covid-19, we are pleased to 
announce a new church directory is on the horizon.  Soon, we’ll all be able to put names 
to those new faces we’ve been noticing in worship! 

Church Council has elected to move forward with an on-line subscription service, Instant 
Church Directory.  The directory will be available to all members who elect to participate 
via the internet from their personal computer, as well as their mobile devices via the 
Instant Church Directory mobile app, FREE to our members.  Spiral-bound hard copies of 
the directory will be made available to those who request them for a nominal fee. 

This subscription service affords members the on-going ability to update their directory 
listing “instantly” as changes occur, including your pictures!  Let’s face it, looks have 

changed a tad for some of us; and those blessed middle schoolers appearing in our 2015 edition are 
now in college, and those sweet cherubs who were in kindergarten are now in high school! 

A brief introduction will be presented before each service on the weekend of April 2 & 3. 
Information sheets will be distributed  the weekends of April 9 & 10, and again April 16 & 17. 
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ST. MATTHEW NOW OFFERS ELECTRONIC GIVING (eGIVING) 

Everything we have is a gift from God and we are called to be wise stewards of those gifts. One 
simple way to carry out our call is to support the church’s mission through sacrificial giving using our 
new eGiving options.  eGiving offers three safe, easy, quick and convenient ways to support the 
missions of St. Matthew: 1) Online Giving, via our website,  2) Texting, using your mobile phone, or 3) 
by Mobile App, through a downloadable application for your mobile device.  Using eGiving allows 
you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giving history 
whenever and wherever you like. 

To learn more about the possibilities and how it all works, simply follow these steps to review 
Online, Text or Mobile Giving Guides:  

Visit the St. Matthew Online Giving Portal page at www.stmattlutheran.org/egiving  
or,  
Click the Online Giving button at the very bottom of every page on our website,  

Then Click the appropriate link to learn more about Online, Mobile or Text Giving. 

Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile.  This will simplify the process of making 
future contributions and permit you to schedule recurring gifts if you like.   

Should you have additional questions or require more information, please contact Doug West at 
dwest@stmattlutheran.org. 

Giving is an essential element of our life as Christian stewards, meant to be practiced generously and 
joyfully.  Many thanks for your generosity to our St. Matthew community and our various ministries!  
Why not give eGiving a try? 

THANK YOU to the pastors and 
members of St. Matthew for the 
love, prayers,  and support you’ve 
given during Bob’s lengthy illness 
and passing. I want to especially 

thank Pastor Faye for walking with me from the 
very beginning. I am blessed to be a member of 
St. Matthew.  

Jan Marten and family 

 

THE GENEROSITY COMMITTEE is looking for one 
or two members to join us. We meet once per 
month, on the second Tuesday of the month. If 
you are interested in joining us or have 
questions, please contact Robert Strangfeld at 
email rstrangfeld133@gmail.com or call the 
church office, 717-637-7101.  

FAITH CONNECTIONS FOR ADULTS As a 
community we strengthen our Faith 
Connections on Sunday mornings at 9:30. We 
have three offerings for adults.  

The Generations Class meets to discuss current 
everyday events as they relate to scripture and 
our way of life as Christians. (This class is joining 
the Pastor’s Class in the Fellowship Hall through 
April 3.) Location: Third floor classroom 

The Parlor Class meets to grow in faith through 
hymns and Bible Study with the Augsburg Series 
of Lessons. Location: The Parlor 

The Pastor’s Class will begin a new series on 
April 24 with Pastor Kathy or Pastor Taylor 
leading the class on Opening the Book of Faith: 
Lutheran Insights for Bible Study. Lifelong 
Lutheran and newcomers to the Lutheran faith 
will learn new ways to understand scripture. 
Location: The Upper Room  

http://www.stmattlutheran.org/egiving
mailto:rstrangfeld133@gmail.com


WANTED....willing individuals who 
love to read and would love to 
volunteer to read a short Bible 
Story that will be shared on our 
Facebook page as well as our 
Youtube channel.  Don't worry, if 
you don't want your face in the 

video, we have ideas on how to work around 
that. There are currently 52 different stories 
from the Bible to be recorded. If you are 
interested or would like more information, 
please email Stacy Parsons at 
sparsons@stmattlutheran.org. 
 
 
We will be making PALM CROSSES on Saturday 

morning, April 13, in the Upper Room, 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending when we 

have made 600 palm crosses!  It will be great 

fun!  If you do not know how to make a Palm 

cross, it is the perfect opportunity to learn and 

you will get lots of practice. If you can only stay 

an hour or so, that’s fine — we can have shifts 

until all crosses have been made.  Please call 

the church office or leave a note in the offering 

plate that you can help. Bring your friends and 

family! 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO DELIVER  Easter 

flowers to our homebound members on 

Monday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m.  It usually takes 

only a short time and our shut-ins really 

appreciate not only the flowers but talking with 

folks from the church.  It is a very rewarding 

experience.  We will meet in the flower room 

behind the choir loft.  If you can help, please 

contact Doris in the church office, 717-637-

7101, ext. 225 

Staff Transition Announcement - Steve Bell 
resigned from his position as Sexton at St. 
Matthew. We will him God’s blessing in his 
future endeavors. The Personnel Committee is 
working diligently to determine the best 
options to fulfill the custodial and building 
needs. For the next couple of weeks, we are 
relying on current staff and volunteers to take 
on the necessary tasks of cleaning, room 
preparations or other tasks for the upcoming 
events. If you would like to volunteer in any 
way, please contact the church office at 717-
637-7101 or info@stmattlutheran.org.  

Our preschool program is 
REGISTERING for the 2022-23 
preschool year!  All of the 
information can be found on 
the church website 
“Preschool” pages, or you can 

pick up a paper copy of information at the 
church office.  Keep watch on the church 
website and our Discovery Place Facebook page 
for news about Discovery Place.   

Discovery Place Preschool is searching for 
empty PRINGLES cans (tubes) with lids - the 
LARGE/regular size.  If you have one of these 
tubes (or something of a very similar size), the 
preschool would like it for a special preschool 
craft at the end of our preschool year.  Look for 
a special bin in the Gathering Place for our 
collection.  Thank you! 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY - On May 22, we will 
be welcoming new members in worship. If you 
or someone you know is interested in officially 
joining our congregation, please let the office 
know by May 1. We will have a New Member 
Orientation Lunch with new members, their 
sponsors, and the evangelism committee at 12 
p.m. on May 15, and the Pastor’s Class April 24 

- May 22 will focus on Lutheran approaches to 
scripture during Faith Connections. Welcome to 
our church family! 

mailto:sparsons@stmattlutheran.org
mailto:info@stmattlutheran.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 
EXTRA! EXTRA!  READ ALL ABOUT IT…There 
are still a few spots open for attending VBS at 
St. Matthew!  God’s Wonder Lab is the VBS 
theme for this year and will teach children the 
wonders that God worked through Jesus and 
will be available for children age 4 thru 5th 
grade.  VBS will be held on June 
27, 28, and 29  from 9 a.m.-noon 
on each date.  The cost of VBS is 
free.  If interested, please RSVP by 
April 20, 2022 by using the QR 
code or going to  
https://www.stmattlutheran.org/vbs-rsvp/ 
 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is quickly 
approaching and will be held on June 27-29 
from 9 a.m.-noon.  It will be an enjoyment for 
the kids 4 years old thru 5th grade to learn 
about God’s ability to do the impossible 
through Jesus’ miracles.  We are currently 
looking for volunteers to assist in the 
following areas; registration assistants, 
photographers, snack servers, storytellers, gym 
activity assistants, and craft assistants.  All of 
these volunteers are important to help VBS 
flow smoothly and making the experience for 
the kids great.  In addition to adult volunteers, 
youth in 6th grade and up can also volunteer.  If 
you would be interested in volunteering, please 
contact Stacy Parsons, Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator, at sparsons@stmattlutheran.org. 

AS VBS APPROACHES, the 
planning stage is in full 
effect.  This year’s theme 
focuses on God doing the 
impossible through Jesus 
and his miracles.  The décor and overall theme 
is a science theme, so the decorations, crafts, 
snacks, and games will all have a science theme 
in additional to the important story of God’s 
wonder.  We are certainly looking for 
donations, whether through purchasing of 
needed items, donating money to purchase 
items for VBS, or donating of time to create 
decorations or help set up for VBS.  If you are 
interested in any of the above, please contact 
the church office or feel or look for the sign up 
sheet at the Hospitality Desk.   

If you have any questions, please contact Stacy 
Parsons, Children’s Ministry Coordinator at 
sparsons@stmattlutheran.org. 

PARENT-ING TOGETHER 
St. Matt’s will be offering a 6 week parenting 
class this summer based on the book The 5 
Love Languages for Children, written by Dr. 
Gary Chapman. Dr. Chapman has written a 
series of books on the 5 love languages for a 
variety of audiences. This particular book was 
written for anyone who interacts with children, 
raising children, or teaching children. In this 
class, we will read, reflect, and learn from this 
book and one another. See what space you 
could make in your schedule from mid-July 
through August, and contact Stacy Parsons, 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
(sparsons@stmattlutheran.org) if you or 
someone you know is interested in more 
information or in signing up. All parents, 
grandparents, and caregivers are welcome!  
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ALL SAINTS CONFIRMATION CAMP 
We are headed to confirmation camp this 
summer! Registration for campers is due to the 
office by April 24 -  forms can be found on our 
website.  
Who: Rising 7th graders (and older) who are 
interested in Confirmation. The confirmation 
milestone is typically marked in the fall of 
someone’s 9th grade year or later. Our regular 
confirmation program preparing for this 
milestone is offered for our members in 6th- 8th 
grades, beginning in the fall of someone’s 6th 
grade year. All Saints Confirmation camp is put 
on by a coalition of ELCA congregations in the 
south-central PA area for campers in 7th- 10th 
grades.  
Where: Camp Nawakwa, Arendtsville, PA 
When: June 12 -17 
Cost: $50 donation requested, covered by the 
church 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS for St. 
Matthew scholarships are 
available in the church 
office and on the church 

website at www.stmattlutheran.org.  General 
college scholarships, a music scholarship and 
scholarships for anyone pursuing a Christian 
vocation are all there for you to apply for. 
Applications must be completed and in the office 
by Friday, June 10, 2022. You are eligible to 
receive the undergraduate scholarship twice and 
once at the graduate level. 
 
 

APRIL 8-10 - Confirmation Retreat and Lock-In! 

EASTER EGG HUNT - April 10 - Youth will lead 
the Easter egg hunt after the 10:30 service.  
Lunch will be served!  

APRIL 22-24 - ALiVE for middle school youth 
who have registered. 

ALSO, Hanover High School musical - Anastasia-
get your tickets and join us! 

APRIL 30 - Nawakwa Clean Up day - the van will 
depart the church parking lot at 8 a.m. and 
return when the work is done! You are 
welcome to come and go as you need with your 
own transportation.  Families are welcome!   

GRADUATION MILESTONE 
On May 15, we will celebrate a 

Graduation Milestone in 

worship for our members who 

are earning (or have earned in 

the past 12 months) diplomas, 

degrees, and certificates. If you or someone you 

know would like to participate in this milestone, 

please let the office know by April 30. You may 

submit a bio (100 words or less) to be included 

in a bulletin insert that weekend. Help us 

celebrate you together! 

High School youth are invited to join us on 

Sunday mornings for Faith Connections - 9:30 

a.m. in the Youth Suite.  There are donuts, 

chocolate milk, hot cocoa or coffee available! 

All youth in 6-12th grades are welcome to join 

us for Youth Nights - usually the 1st and 3rd 

Sunday of each month.  For April, we will not 

meet the 3rd Sunday since that is Easter.  We 

meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Youth Suite on 

the third floor of the youth building.  Join us for 

Fun, Faith, Friendship and Fellowship! 
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Palm Sunday Weekend 

Saturday, April 9, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 10, 
8:30 and 10:30  

We celebrate Jesus and follow him into Jerusalem. 
In our gospel reading and sermon 
we will listen into the very last 
conversation Jesus had before he 
was crucified. Even in the midst of 
death we see signs of life.  

Our 10:30 a.m. service will begin 
with a children’s parade. All 
children and youth should meet at 
the rear of the Nave at 10:20 to pick up palms and 
to practice waving! Children will sit with their 
parents following the parade.   

After the 10:30 service we will move to the 
Fellowship Hall or the grassy area behind church 
for a lunch of grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and 

various sides.  Then we move to the great Egg 
Hunt!  For children ages 1 to 6th grade.  Egg hunt 
will be held rain or shine!  Contact the church 
office for lunch reservations, 
info@stmattlutheran.org or 717-637-7101. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday, the beginning of the Great 
Three Days that lead us to Easter morning, 
witnesses God’s invitations to encounter, to 
connect, and to be transformed. Through three 
movements, worshipers will hear a new 
commandment (in Latin, the word for 
“commandment” is “mandatum,” from which the 
word “Maundy” comes) from Jesus, they will 
remember their baptisms & God’s loving claim on 
their lives, they will remember the Last Supper 
Jesus hosted with his disciples, they will 
experience the nourishment of the Table, 
encountering Jesus’s body through communion, 
and they will solemnly witness the stripping of the 
altar that represents the humiliation of Jesus and 
the consequences of sin as a preparation for the 
celebration of new life.  

Maundy Thursday is also a special service for 
Ava Berwager, Norah Higgs, Isaac Masenheimer, 
Abram Schmidt, Evelyn Sieg, Miriam Sieg, Ryder 
Troup and their families as they celebrate the 
Communion Milestone 
in their lives of faith. 
Your prayer for their 
preparation and presence for this worship 
service are some very important ways our St. 
Matt’s community can support them in their 
lives of faith as we live out our baptismal 
promises together.  
 
Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m.  
The Service of Tenebrae (Shadows) features the 
passion reading according to Luke. As we hear 
the readings and sing the hymns, darkness will 
fall upon us with just one light remaining.  

 
Easter Vigil Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
Easter Vigil is the third and final segment 
of the Great Three Days that spans the 
very end of Lent and carries us into the 
celebration of Easter and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Our abbreviated version 

of this traditional worship service will last ~1 
hour long, and will be held in the Nave. We will 
recall great stories of salvation throughout 
scripture, pray for one another & a world in 
need, proclaim Christ crucified and risen, and 
celebrate communion together.  
 
Easter Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 
We celebrate the reality of the 
Resurrection in a world where death 
and the power of evil remains. With 
our Alleluias and songs of praise, we 
bear witness to the presence of the risen Lord 
and the power of the gospel.  
 
A continental breakfast will be available after 
the 8:30 service, from approximately 9:40 to 
10:20. There will be no Faith Connections.  
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT ST. MATTHEW 



LIFE EVENTS 
February 24 - March25, 2022 

 
Baptism 

March 20 – Harper Marie Schaszberger, daughter of 
Brett and Elizabeth (Reese) Schaszberger, with 
sponsors Douglas and Brittany Reese 
 

Deaths 

February 24 – Sally Yelland Ehrhart 
March 17 – Betty J. Reichart 

Weddings 

February 22 – Travis and Kelly (Riser) Grim 

GOLDEN VISIONS ADULT DAYCARE – The Social Ministry Committee will be collecting items for the 
Golden Visions during the month of April.  There will be boxes located in the elevator lobby and the 
Gathering Place marked “Golden Visions.”  If you would like to make a monetary donation, please 
make checks payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church with “Golden Visions” in the memo line.  The 
following items are requested: 

Laundry detergent Dryer sheets Large bags of snacks 
Dish detergent Paper towels Individual snacks 
Tape Toilet paper Cake mixes 
Envelopes Stamps Cookie mixes 
Craft supplies Bingo prizes Individual Jell-o/pudding 

 

 

UPDATES ON TREE-4-HOPE and Invitation for May 13 Fundraiser: 

Hope Academy is Building Up! After more than two long years of school shutdowns, classes are 
beginning to return in-person and our students are hungrier than ever to learn! With your help, 
Hope Academy can finish developing its campus and create space for up to 150 girls from preschool 
through sixth grade to learn, play, grow, and bloom into the people they dream of becoming. The 
entire project will involve the construction of an outdoor sports court for recess and gym class, a 
second floor to the main building which will include four additional classrooms and dormitories for 
up to 10 girls from difficult family situations to board on location and focus more full time on their 
studies, and first year salaries for four new English language teachers and two House Parents.   

Join us as we kick off this campaign on May 13 with our first ever gala-style fundraiser. We are 
bringing the 20’s back with style (and generosity!) through a fun night of live music, swing dancing 
(and lessons!) good food and more with every dollar raised going directly toward finishing Hope 
Academy. Follow the link to buy your tickets now:  

https://tree4hope.networkforgood.com/events/39711-roaring-20-s-party 
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Schedule an appointment at www.redcrossblood.org , call 1-800-RED CROSS, or 

Scan the code below to go directly to the schedule. 

Eligibility questions?  Visit www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-866-236-3276. 

 

 

 

 

BLOOD DONORS SAVE LIVES! 
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