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St. Matt's members, friends, and family,  
 
Thanks be to God for your ministry in the Hanover community and 
for your hospitality towards me as I join your church family. I look 
forward to partnering with you in this weird and wonderful 
purpose we have- following Christ in shared life together. 
 
My name is Taylor Berdahl, and aside from being excited to be 
your pastor, I am a wife to my fantastic husband Andrew, a 
daughter of my incredible parents Gina & Brian Dieringer, a sister 
to my fabulous siblings Bethany, Ellie, and Brooks, and a caretaker 
for my plants and pets who keep the house lively. I grew up near 
Austin, TX and graduated from the University of Texas right before 
moving up to Gettysburg for seminary, where my very first 
professor was Pastor Kathy's husband, whom we all called "VH." In 
between classes, homework, student government, and work-study, 
I found time to make some of my dearest friends as well as meet 
and fall in love with my husband, who hails from Lehigh Valley and 
is also in the call process in Lower Susquehanna for Word and 
Sacrament ministry. Andrew is a huge Phillies baseball fan and 
serves in the Pennsylvania National Guard chaplain corps, where 
the part-time work pairs well with his love for congregational 
ministry. My favorite color is yellow, and I love music, dancing, 
crafting, sunshine, and being around the people I love. I am so 
looking forward to getting to know one another better as we grow, 
learn, and serve together, drawn together by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Taylor 
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ST. MATTHEW MAKES A DIFFERENCE for those 
in need: Any offerings 
designated for “World Mission” 
enable a quick and ongoing 
response to the current suffering 
throughout the world. As part of 
the ELCA we support the 
following ministries: 

Lutheran World Relief, www.lwr.org, 
helping Haiti following their most recent 
earthquake 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, 
www.lirs.org, supporting our Afghan 
Allies  

Lutheran Disaster Response, 
www.ELCA.org/disaster, responding to 
those affected by wildfires in California 
and other western states.  

Thank you to all who support these important 
ministries.  

WOMEN OF THE ELCA! 
We are meeting on Tuesday, 
September 7, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Upper Room. Pastor 
Kathy will be leading the 
Bible Study on Spirit of God: 

Revealer and Resource. All women are 
welcome! For more information contact 
Johnnetta Miller at 717-637-4259.  
 
CYBER WOMEN WELCOMES PASTOR TAYLOR  
Cyber Women will meet 
on Monday, September 
20, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Panera bread on 
Eisenhower Drive. Check out www.boldcafe.org 
to see what we discuss. For more information 
contact the church office at 
info@stmattlutheran.org. All are welcome!  

A MESSAGE FROM CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

At their August meeting, the 
congregation council approved 
a schedule for Sunday morning 
worship, education and 
fellowship. This decision was 

made as a result of many conversations and 
input. Listening Sessions with congregation 
members, Focus Groups with parents of Sunday 
School age children, special meetings with the 
Parish Education Committee, the Worship and 
Music Committee and the staff were all 
considered.  

With these new times, the council and staff 
believe that we will be positioned to welcome 
new people to worship and learn with us at times 
that are hospitable to our changing culture. 
More information regarding our Sunday morning 
worship, education and fellowship will be sent to 
all members and participants of St. Matthew.  

Through Sept. 19 
9:00 Outdoor/Drive-in worship 
10:45 Indoor Worship 

September 26   with new times 
8:30 Indoor Worship   
10:30 Outdoor Worship at the Church Picnic 
No 10:30 indoor service 

October 3 through October 24 with new times 
8:30 Outdoor/Drive-In Worship 
9:30 Education/Fellowship  
Watch for more details regarding Sunday 
School, Confirmation, High School Youth and 
Adult Classes 
10:30 Indoor Worship 

Beginning October 31   
8:30 Indoor Worship 
9:30 Education/Fellowship 
10:30 Indoor Worship  

**Please note that we are extending our Drive-
In/Outdoor Service through October 24 due to 
the rise in COVID cases.  

http://www.lwr.org
http://www.lirs.org
http://www.ELCA.org/disaster
http://www.boldcafe.org
mailto:info@stmattlutheran.org
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GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS – Honoring our First 
Responders - The Social Ministry Committee, on 
behalf of the members of St. Matthew, will be 
presenting Thank You Snack Baskets and Divino’s 
Pizza Gift Cards to our local fire companies and 
police department to mark the upcoming 20th 
Anniversary of September 11. Recipients will 
include the 15 employees at the Wirt Park 
Hanover Fire Co. - No. #1, Clearview Fire 
Company and Penn Township Fire Company, all 
of which work in tandem to protect those living 
in the Borough of Hanover. We will do the same 
for the 26 employees of our Hanover Borough 
Police Department located at 44 Frederick 
Street. Our thanks to Deb Riddle and Lori Unger 
who will purchase all the items with Committee 
funds, assemble the baskets and deliver them to 
these honorable, dedicated and most deserving 
workers in our community.  

May GOD bless and protect them! 
 

HANOVER AREA 45TH CROP HUNGER WALK will 
be held on Sunday, October 
17. You can choose 
between a one or three 
mile walk at Codorus State 
Park. Registration begins at 
1 p.m.at St. Paul’s (Dubs) 
Union Church Annex. 

Safety matters to us so you 
may join us or walk on your own or with your 
own team in your own neighborhood.   

Please Register Online at: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/hanoverpa 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: A 
meeting is scheduled for all 
who are interested in 
continuing or beginning 
participation in the prayer 
shawl ministry. All are welcome to attend on 
Wednesday, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Lounge of the Administrative/Education building. 
We will discuss the future of this important 
outreach ministry.  

 

It is Time — AGAIN! 

Last year, we had hoped to 
hold our extremely popular 
Biennial Meal Packing event 
and pack 200,000 meals. Then 
Covid struck and we had to 
cancel. But, the good news is 
that we will be packing again 

soon in Fellowship Hall on November 6, 2021. 
Please watch the bulletins for additional 
information  or visit h s://
events.riseagainsthunger.org/SMLC21 to 
Register and/or Donate online.  
 
It all started at St. Matthew 9 years ago and has 
grown into a highly anticipated and successful 
community-wide effort. Help us meet this year’s 
goal of packing at least 50,000 meals and 
continue our tradition of giving. Thank you for 
your generous support.    (Learn more at 
hanoveragainsthunger.org) 
  
BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS: 
Thank you to our donors, 
faithful volunteers and 
supportive congregation 
for another successful blood drive!  On Monday, 
August 23, the Red Cross collected 43 units from 
29 whole blood donors and 7 Power Red donors.  
Our next Red Cross drive won’t be held until 
April 2022.  In the meantime, please continue 
donating regularly through either the Red Cross 
or the Central Penn Blood Bank. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/hanoverpa
https://events.riseagainsthunger.org/SMLC21
https://events.riseagainsthunger.org/SMLC21


COME ONE, COME ALL! Our annual Flea Market has returned (after a 
year’s hiatus), in conjunction with the annual Dutch Days, now renamed 
Snacktown Street Fair. The new date for this event is September 18, and 
the Evangelism and Social Ministry Committees will be gathering items 
for the sale. You may begin bringing items to Fellowship Hall on 
September 1.  We will take donations from 9-11:00 a.m. and 1-3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday.  Please mark the items before bringing them in. So, if you have some 
“clearing out” to do, we will be happy to receive clean and in good working order items.  No 
clothing, please. All sales will benefit Social Ministry’s Meal Packing Event. 
 
WE ARE STILL REGISTERING CHILDREN for this fall - Some classes still have 
openings!  Please share our registration information with families with young 
children.  Our information can be found on the website, www.stmattlutheran.org, 
and full registration packets are available in the church office and in the Gathering 
Place.  Contact Director Martha Lobaugh with any questions: 
discoveryplacehanover@gmail.com or 717-637-1864. 
 
COMMUNITY AID has changed their policy for crediting the church for your donations.  You no 
longer need the church ID.  If you give them the name St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Hanover, that is 
all they will need to give us credit.  Thank you to everyone who has donated in the past, giving credit 
to St. Matthew.    

 

REGISTRATIONS ARE STILL BEING ACCEPTED for our children’s choirs.  You can 
pick up a registration form on the Hospitality Desk, in the church office, or email 
us at info@stmattlutheran.org and we can email one to you.   

Choirs begin rehearsals on:  
   Pre-School Music Makers (ages 3, 4, 5 & Kindergarten)  Thursday, September 23, 6:15-7:00 p.m. 

(Preschool children must be age 3 by September 1)   
   Primary Choir (Grades 1, 2, 3 & K5 can be in this group) Wednesday, September 22, 4:20-5:00 p.m.  
   Junior Choir and handbells (Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8)  Wednesday, September 22, 4:45-5:30 p.m. 
(The Primary and Junior Choirs overlap for 15 minutes so we can have joint experiences and music 
opportunities.) 

LIFE EVENTS 
August 2021 

 
Deaths 

July 22 - Yvonne G. Bixler 
August 18 - Nancy A. Musselman  
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