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Choose Kindness  

“Choose Kindness. St. Matthew Lutheran Church. In memory of Bryan Doll Jr.” 

This is the message that is shown on yard signs from our church. We made them 
available this past fall as a means for us to remind ourselves and others that there is a 
better way to function in the midst of the political divisions.  

At least one member of our congregation has asked why we would have this 
message. Couldn’t we have something more biblical? I’m not sure what this person 
meant by having something more biblical but I have found many references to 
kindness in the Bible. Here are just a few: 

Those who withhold kindness from a friend forsake the fear of the Almighty. Job 6:14 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk 
humbly with your God?  Micah 6:8 

The natives showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, 
they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us around it.  
Acts 28:2 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 1 
Corinthians 13:4 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.  
Galatians 5:22-23 

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, 
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:31-32 

As I have thought about kindness and studied it in the Bible, I have come to 
understand how important it is for us to choose kindness as a way of sharing Christ’s 
love. It is so much more than simply being nice.  

To choose kindness is to also recognize that there is mean spiritedness in our world 
and the heart ache from the lack of kindness is evident in all kinds of ways. The 
message for our signs was first shared by our youth in response to the death of their 
friend and St. Matthew fellow member, Bryan Doll, Jr. His kindness is a legacy that 
they want to share. It is a reminder how tragic it is when any one of us experience the 
isolation when kindness is lacking or when we are unable to accept it for ourselves.  

For such a time as this, I cannot think of a better way to share the message of God’s 
love than to choose kind-ness as a way of life. Jesus calls us... 
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DISCOVERY PLACE PRESCHOOL is continuing to register children for the 2021
-2022 Preschool Year.  ALL of our usual classes are being offered, including our 
afternoon 4s class and our Pre-K class geared for older 4 year-old children not yet 
ready for Kindergarten this fall.  Don’t wait to register - ensure your child’s spot in the 
class session of your choice NOW!  Registration can be found at 
www.stmattlutheran.org or contact Martha for questions, 717-637-1864. 

(Continued on next page) 

From Pastor Kathy:  (Continued from page 1) 

...to love our neighbor both near and far. It assumes that we see one another and others 
through the eyes of Christ. In our current culture, many people have walked away from 
religion and have become suspicious of the institutional church. Are you familiar with the 
song, They Will Know we are Christians by our Love? I believe that kindness is a face of 
love that has the power to make an authentic and transforming impact on others. I see it 
as an entry to the good news of Jesus Christ.  

In his book, In Defense of Kindness: Why It Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It Can Save the 
World, Pastor Bruce Reyes-Chow describes kindness in this way:  

Choosing kindness is an act of courage that challenges a worldview driven by hatred, dishonesty, and 
dehumanization. Choosing kindness is about living a life of integrity in which we daily work at resisting the 
seductiveness of wealth, success and self-preservation. Choosing kindness is life-giving. For when we choose 
to see and respond to the human dignity of any one person, we are given a little more hope.  

As we look at our yards, we see the signs of spring with greener grass, flowers growing and trees budding. If 
you have not done so, I encourage you to also share a sign of hope by placing a sign in your yard. Signs are 
available at all worship services and at the office. We invite a $10 donation with proceeds shared between 
Olivia’s House and the Bryan Doll, Jr. Foundation. Both organizations bring comfort and hope to children and 
youth who experience grief, loss or other difficulties.  

I look forward to seeing all the ways we choose kindness in our work together as members of St. Matthew and 
followers of Christ.  

Choosing Kindness with you, 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU to all who sent cards, personally expressed sympathy, assisted with or 
attended the Memorial Service upon the death of my great granddaughter Micaela Kastner.  All were a blessing 
to me and her family. 

Caralyn Mummert and Family 
 
MANY THANKS TO ST. MATTHEW MEMBERS: From the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: “ Thank 
you for your gift(s) given to your synod, received by the ELCA World Hunger in February 2021…  Your generosity 
is getting at the root causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries including the United States.  It is providing 
access to clean water, health care, agriculture, livestock, education, and peace and justice.  Through your gifts, 
you are joining with the whole church as we work toward a just world where all are fed.” 
 
URGENT NEED - An updated Emergency Response list is being made for our Services. New volunteers are 
urgently needed! Past volunteers should also contact Doris.  Anyone needing CPR training please let us know. 
Online training will be available.  Please call the church office as soon as possible, 717 637-7101, ext. 225. 
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LIFE EVENTS 
March 16 - May 4, 2021 

New Members 

Lee and Nadine Baughman with sponsor 
Jane Lawrence 

 
Richard and Janice Chaney and son Michael with sponsors  

Robert and Barbara Strangfeld 
 

Erin and Stephen Dozier and children Zoe, Owen and Lucas, with 
sponsors Diane and Lea Coppola 

Keith and Jenny Troup and children Gracelyn and Ryder  
with sponsors Diane and Lea Coppola 

 
Corbin and Tara Wood and children Connor and Ellie with 

sponsors Drew and Kayla Steffens 
 

Deaths 

March 16 – John E. Herman 

March 23 – Nina G. (Ginter) Clark 

April 10 – Alvin (Bill) McCleaf 

April 30 - Doris L. (Bible) Krug 

May 2 - Robert C. Martin 

ONLINE WORSHIP  
We are offering 
online worship 
participants to join 
in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. 
With each service 
posted, we will 
provide instructions 
on how to prepare the elements for 
worship. You may use your own wine or 
grape juice together with bread or 
crackers. You can place the bread on a 
plate and either have a cup or individual 
juice glasses. We also have the 
communion packets available for your 
use. You may stop by the office to pick 
them up or ask for one of us to drop them 
off to you, 717-637-7101 or e-mail 
info@stmattlutheran.org.  In the mystery 
of Holy Communion, our Lord is truly 
present in the words spoken and the 
elements received whether we are at 
church or in our homes. 

 
Our St. Matthew YOUTH in the 7th through 12th grades continue 
meeting on the first and third Sunday of each month from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. We follow masking and physical distancing and aim to 
be outside as the weather permits. Watch your REMIND texts for 
details or updates about upcoming events. Please e-
mail youth@stmattlutheran.org to be added to the text/e-mail lists.  All 
youth (7th-12th grades) are invited to attend! 

   
Sunday, May 2 - 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Youth Group in Youth Suite 
  
Sunday, May 16  
8:30-9:00 a.m.- Youth needed to collect donations for the Caring Cupboard 
6:00-8:00 p.m. - Youth Group in Youth Suite 
  
Sunday, June 6 - 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Youth Group in Youth Suite 
  
Saturday, June 19 - Chicken BBQ Fundraiser -- help needed roughly 7a.m.-1p.m.; watch for more details 
  
Sunday, June 20 - 8:30-9:00 a.m.- Youth needed to collect donations for the Caring Cupboard 
  
We also want to suggest that youth families look at the information in the bulletin and Messenger on 
volunteering one day a month to restock the Caring Cupboard.  

OUR COMMUNITY AID BOX has been removed from our parking lot. St. Matthew 
will get credit for anything you drop off at the Community Aid store on Baltimore 
Street. Please give them our partner number 20014 when you make a drop off.   
Thank You! 
Doris Deitzel 

mailto:info@stmattlutheran.org
mailto:youth@stmattlutheran.org
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St. Matthew Youth Group 
 

          Dinner Fundraiser 
Food Prepared by Miller’s Barbecue 

 

Saturday, June 19, 2021 
 

10:30am - 1:00pm (or until Sold Out) 
If you do not pick up your pre-ordered meal by 1pm, it will be donated 

 
Pickup Location: St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

30 West Chestnut St. Hanover 
 

$10 Meal includes: ½ BBQ Chicken, Baked Potato, Apple Sauce and  

Roll w/butter 
Orders and Money Due by Sunday, June 6 

Pre-orders are Recommended 

Please contact info@stmattlutheran.org 

Bring orders in an envelope to the church office, put into collection plate or  

give to youth group.  

Please make checks payable to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church” with “BBQ fundraiser” in the memo line. 
 

*Baked Goods and Beverages will be available for additional donations* 

 

Number of dinners purchased: ___________________ 

 

Keep top ticket for redemption 

 

 

Return bottom ticket with payment to church 
 

Sold to: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone number: _________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Number of dinners purchased: _____________ 

A New Staff Position at St. Matthew begins June 1

By the recommendation of the Personnel and Finance Committees and with the approval of the 
Congregation Council, the part-time position of Youth Ministry Team Leader has been created. 
The purpose of this position is to actively support the activities of Faith Formation and to build 
and nurture relationships with 7th through 12th grade youth and their families. This position 
focuses on engagement, team building and integration with the overall mission of the 
congregation so that our youth grow in faith and service. It is with joy and excitement that we 
welcome Tim Peck to this position. Although he and his wife Chris have been providing 
leadership with youth ministry for a number of years, we now include them as members of our 
staff.  

mailto:info@stmattlutheran.org
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Sunday, May 23, at Drive-in Worship 
 

FILL OUR TRUCK WITH YOUR DONATIONS FOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE HELP... 

by donating  any of the following items... 

Laundry Detergent         Dryer Sheets      Dish Detergent         Computer Paper 

         Envelopes    Stamps  Tape           Paper Towels            Toilet Paper        

    Pudding or Jello          Cake or Cookie Mix          Snacks -Individual packs or Large bags 

DVD of old Movies or Shows 
 

For the indoor services, there will be a box in the Gathering Place and  

in the Elevator Lobby for your donations. 
 

Checks made out to ‘St. Matthew Lutheran Church’ with 'Golden Visions' in memo line 
 

Thank you for helping! 

”Lord, When Did We See You Hungry?” 
 

THE CARING CUPBOARD NEEDS YOU 

During the past year, the Caring Cupboard has provided emergency food relief to 
countless families and individuals in our community, 24 hours a day/7 days a week, 
thanks to the tireless efforts of the Social Ministry Team and food donations from 
members of St. Matthew. Because the Caring Cupboard has demonstrated 

repeatedly the very deep need for this ministry, we are in the process of transitioning the responsibility of 
the Cupboard to the Church at large.   

The Caring Cupboard now has a Coordination Team consisting of Barbara Strangfeld, Jill Keeney and 
Andrea Hirsch, and we are currently seeking church families and individuals to volunteer one day per month 
to monitor the Cupboard to assure the continued supply of emergency food.  Monitors are asked to check 
the Cupboard on their assigned day and insure it is reasonably stocked by bringing donations of food or by 
using the food stockpile closet located in the Administration Building.  The stockpile closet is available 
during regular office hours, Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-4:00 p.m.   

The Coordination Team has developed a backup system so that backup help is always available for 
volunteers.  We hope you will consider joining us in this much needed community ministry. if you are able to 
help, sign below and return in the offering basket, or email the office at info@stmattlutheran.org.  Donations 
of food to the Caring Cupboard are welcome at any time. 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________ 

⃝  My (Our) Preferred day of the week is: _______________________ 

⃝  Any Day of the Week Will Work 
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A PRAYER CHAIN MEETING would be scheduled on June 2.  Due to the Covid 
restrictions, they will not meet in person, but if you have any changes or updates for the 
prayer chain, please notify Gloria Koontz, 717-637-7434, by Sunday, May 30.  Persons or 
situations added to the prayer chain are kept on the list for three months.  At that time they 
are removed if there have been no calls asking to extend their stay on the list.  Our pray-
ers do like to hear about prayers answered so, please keep them updated as to the person/ 
situation.  Thank you to all who assist in this ministry. 
 

Scott Fredericks is planning to have two ST. MATTHEW MUSIC DAYS after school is out. 
The younger children, age 3 to grade 2, will meet on Tuesday June 22, and the older 
children, grades 3 - 7, will meet on Wednesday, June 23. The time will be 9:30 a.m.– 12:30 
p.m. We will meet in the children’s rehearsal room in the basement of the church. This is 
open to all St. Matthew children, not just those currently in our choirs. We may be able to 
welcome friends and neighbors of our children if space allows. 

We will sing a variety of songs from Bible School favorites to action songs, contemporary 
Christian songs, even a few Disney favorites. We will play musical games, have a little 
outside fun time or gym time if the weather doesn’t cooperate, ring our bells/chimes, have a 

puppet show and we will have lunch together. This will be a fun and educational event for our children. A 
registration letter will be mailed to our families.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS for St. Matthew scholarships are available in the church 
office and on the church website at www.stmattlutheran.org.  General college 
scholarships, a music scholarship and scholarships for anyone pursuing a Christian 
vocation are all there for you to apply for. Applications must be completed by Friday, June 
4, 2021. You are eligible to receive the undergraduate scholarship twice and once at the 
graduate level. 
 

 
DAY CAMP IS COMING TO ST. MATTHEW!  St. Matthew 
will be hosting Day Camp this summer on our church 
property. Day Camp is a program for children who will be 
entering 1st through 6th grade in the fall of 2021.  Staff from 
Camp Nawakwa will be at St. Matthew the week of July 19-23 
from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. While at camp, children will learn 
about God’s love through playing games, singing songs, 
doing crafts, and worshipping “camp style.” In addition, St. 
Matthew will host children who need to come earlier than 9:00 
and stay later than 3:00 upon request. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for young children that will not only be offered to St. Matthew children, but children within the 
community around St. Matthew. Cost for Day Camp is $50 per child.  A deposit of $15 is required upon 
registration that will be applied to the total cost. Scholarships will also be available upon request.  If you are 
interested in registering your child, please contact Kit Curlen (our congregational coordinator), the church 
office or go to the St. Matthew website: www.stmattlutheran.org to register. Space is limited to 32 children so 
don’t hesitate in registering your child. 
 
SPONSORING A CHILD FOR DAY CAMP   
St. Matthew is hosting Day Camp along with Camp Nawakwa the week of July 19-23.  (See Summer Day 
Camp article above).  Total cost for Day Camp is $125 per child.  We want this wonderful experience to be 
affordable for young families and we also see this as an opportunity for outreach in the community.  We are 
seeking folks in the congregation to sponsor a child at Day Camp.  Any donation will be accepted, however 
we are specifically looking for a partial sponsorship of $75 and/or a full sponsorship at $125.  If you would 
like to sponsor a Day Camper at either of these amounts (or whatever you can afford), please contact Kit 
Curlen (our congregational coordinator) kcurlen@comcast.net, or the church office, 717-637-7101 or 
info@stmattlutheran.org with any questions.  If you would like to contribute, please make your check payable 
to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church” with “Day Camp” in the memo line.  Thank you! 

http://www.stmattlutheran.org
http://www.stmattlutheran.org
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SUMMER FUN FOR ELEMENTARY AGE YOUTH! 

What:  Day Camp, a 5-day program at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, along 

with Camp Nawakwa Lutheran Bible Camp for fun, worship, Bible study, games, 

nature study, singing, recreation, meeting new friends and sharing. 

Where: St. Matthew Lutheran Church located at 

30 W. Chestnut Street, Hanover, PA 

When: July 19-23, 2021 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day, Monday through Friday 

St. Matthew will host children needing to be brought before starting time  

and kept after ending time upon request. 
 

Ages: Children enter ing grades 1 through 6 in the Fall of 2021  

Cost: $50 per child (Scholarships available) 

An opportunity to meet the staff will be offered at Sunday worship on July 

18, at the 9:00 drive-in service in the parking lot. (Space available for lawn 

seating.) 

Preregistration:  A $15 registration deposit per  child is due June 1, 2021.  

Deposit fees are non-refundable (until spaces are filled) but will be applied 

toward registration.  All pertinent forms will be mailed to those who have paid 

the deposit and sent in the registration fee. Fill out the form below and mail, 

along with a check payable to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church,” with “Day 

Camp” in the memo line.  Congregation Contact: Kit Curlen, 

kcurlen@comcast.net 

 

 

Camper Name: _________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ 

Will be entering grade ______ in the Fall of 2021 


