ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
Church Office: 717-637-7101
Baptism of Our Lord
January 9, 2022
WELCOME! We gather as a community for worship around word, wine, and water.
Put another way, in worship we meet Christ in scripture proclaimed in speech &
song, in the sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism celebrated or
remembered, and in community gathered together. Whether you are a long-time
member of St. Matthew, a first-time visitor, or somewhere in between, we are
thankful you are here today. If you have questions or need visual, audio, or mobility
accommodations, please let a name tagged usher know. To learn more about the
ministries of St. Matthew, please page through the announcements in this bulletin
and check out our website at www.stmattlutheran.org. All are invited to join us
any Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for Faith Connections, when there are opportunities for
all ages to connect with God, our faith, and one another through learning and
relationship. Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 for refreshments and information
about ways to plug in.

Please tear off and put in the offering basket as you leave:
Names of everyone attending Saturday, January 8, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.:
________________________________________________________________
Names of everyone attending Sunday, January 9, 2022, at 8:30 or 10:30 a.m.:
(Please circle one)
________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be added to our email list? Please list your name and email
address:
________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be contacted by a pastor? Please list phone number:
____________________________________________
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Phone: 717-637-7101
General mailbox ext. 221
Email: info@stmattlutheran.org www.stmattlutheran.org
Rev. Kathryn Vitalis Hoffman, Lead Pastor, ext. 231
Rev. Taylor Berdahl, Associate Pastor, ext. 229
Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Visitation Pastor
Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music, ext. 235
Tim Peck, Youth Ministry, youth@stmattlutheran.org
Stacy Parsons, Children’s Ministry, sparsons@stmattlutheran.org

GUIDELINES FOR WORSHIP
Due to the highly contagious nature of Covid and our desire to be welcoming to
our youngest, oldest and others with health concerns, we will:





require masks at all worship services and activities.
remain committed to offering online worship through live-streaming.
continue distancing people by separating chairs and marking pews to be used.
continue the current procedures for communion and offerings. A waste
basket for the communion cups and napkins is placed at the exits.
 having offering baskets at the doors.

Please note: Music for this service is covered under CCLI # 1000682 –
Also #A-708989 One License.net
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+

Celebrating God’s Love - Serving in Jesus’ Name

+

GATHERING SONG (5:00) ........... Brightest and Best of the Stars – Heber/Harding

PRELUDE (8:30&10:30)

Morning Star
(Scott Fredericks, Organist)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Owens

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name.
All: Amen.
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Pastor: Most merciful God,
All: we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
Pastor: Rejoice in this good news:
In Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
All: Amen.
5

OPENING HYMN .................................As with Gladness Men of Old – Dix/Kocher

APOSTOLIC GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are
born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we
may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
6

(10:30) Children ages 10 and under are invited to meet Andrea Hersh at the
baptismal font at the front of the Nave. She will take the children for Children’s
Church at the “Pray-ground” in the Fellowship Hall. They will hear a Bible story
from this week’s lectionary in an age-appropriate format and spend some time
exploring their faith and creativity together. If your child is not yet potty trained,
please send a guardian along with them to Children’s Church. They will return
during the passing of the peace.
THE READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 Near the end of Israel's exile in Babylon, God
promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid, because the
one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all
their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
Pastor/Lector: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 The reading opens with questions about the
identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead
he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard
by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God's beloved Son.
Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE MESSAGE

Pastor Kathy Vitalis Hoffman

MUSICAL OFFERING

When Jesus Came to Jordan
(Eli Swope, Cello and Soloist)

Green

CONFESSION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
Pastor: Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
Each petition concludes, “God of grace.” and the congregation
responds, “hear our prayer.”
PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.
(The congregation is invited to greet one another with nods and waves)
(Children return from Children’s Church.)
GENEROSITY MOMENT
THE OFFERTORY

Arise, Your Light Has Come
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Duck/Walter

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor: Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
All: Amen.

THE MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….we praise you name
and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
RECEIVING OF THE ELEMENTS OF BREAD AND WINE
Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.
All: Amen. (Eat wafer)
(Pause)
Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
All: Amen. (Drink wine)
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever. In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN ...................... Crashing Waters at Creation – Dunstan/Gauntlett
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Bish

Our warm thanks to all those assisting in this worship service:
Musician ..........................................................................Eli Swope, Cello and Soloist
Couriers ...................................................... 8:30 – John Mancini; 10:30 –Tom Shultz
Greeters ................................................. 8:30 – Ken & Peggy Warner, Vicki Wildasin
10:30 – Jeremy & Abbi Bucher, Hunter Crabbs
Lector ...................................................... 8:30 – Darlene Klenk; 10:30 – Randy Kline
Ushers ..... 8:30: Team 3 – Darlene Klenk, Terry Badman, Tyler Klenk, Dirk Wildasin
10:30: Team 4 – Steve & Penny Rutters, Dennis Koontz, Chris Raubenstine

THE ALTAR FLOWERS have been given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Robert C. Hartman on the 10th anniversary of his death, January 12, 2012 by
the family; in honor of Betty Reichart’s 100th birthday on January 8, 2022 by the
family; and in loving memory of M. Sue (Cover) Nicks who passed away January
12, 2020, by her mother Loretta and family; and in loving memory of Jere Dubs
by the family; and in loving memory of Donald Krug by his granddaughter Tami
Feeser.
THE BULLETINS have been given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Carol Warner by her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren; Robert C.
Hartman on the 10th anniversary of his death, January 12, 2012 by the family; in
honor of Betty Reichart’s 100th birthday on January 8, 2022 by the family; and in
loving memory of M. Sue (Cover) Nicks who passed away January 12, 2020, by
her mother Loretta and family.
DEATH:
Robert Cover
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ATTENDANCE:

(01/01)
(01/02)

No Saturday Service
8:30 a.m. Worship Service .............................. 65
10:30 a.m. Worship Service ............................ 88
(12/27-01/02) Online views ........................................... 233
Total .............................................................. 386

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who donated hats, mittens, scarves and
other items for the Mitten Tree. We were able to take to the
Hanover Area Council of Churches to hand out to members of our
community: 65 hats, 42 scarves, 86 pairs of mittens/gloves, 10
scrunchies (pony tail holders), 6 coats and 63 pairs of socks!

MANY THANKS to Wetzel Funeral Home for the 2022 calendars! You can find
them on the Hospitality Desk in the Gathering Place and in the church office.

A SINCERE THANK YOU to everyone who stayed to help last Sunday
with the Unhanging of the Greens! We finished in record time
because of the number of people who stayed. There is power in
community and St. Matthew members show it in so many ways!
Thank you!

OUR SINCERE THANKS from the church staff to everyone who
remembered us during this Christmas season. We had cookies,
candies, popcorn, warm peach cobbler, cards and prayers and we
are very grateful for all of them! Thank you for thinking of us. It is
an honor to be a part of St. Matthew Lutheran Church.
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church Calendar
January 9 - 16, 2022
Sun.

Worship with Holy Communion (Nave) ......................................... 8:30 a.m.
Faith Connections (Fellowship Hall) ................................... 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave) ....................................... 10:30 a.m.
Youth return from Winterfest
Mon. Discovery Place Classes ....................................................... 8:30-11:15 a.m.
Girl Scouts ............................................................................. 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Tues. Discovery Place classes ................................................. 8:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
Staff Meetings .............................................................................. 10:30 a.m.
Covid Task Force Meeting (Fellowship Hall) ..................................1:30 p.m.
Primary Choir ........................................................................ 4:20-5:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts............................................................................. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
All Committee Night ......................................................................7:00 p.m.
Wed. Discovery Place Classes ................................................. 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
Junior Choir ........................................................................... 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Boy Scouts ............................................................................. 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Thurs. Discovery Place Classes ................................................. 8:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
NO Preschool Choir
NO St. Matthew Ringers
NO Adult Choir
Fri.
Discovery Place Classes ....................................................... 8:30-11:45 a.m.
Joseph Martin and Friends Concert (Nave) (Tickets required) .....7:00 p.m.
Sat.
Choir Directors’ Workshop ........................................... 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave) ................ ……………………..5:00 p.m.
Sun.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave) ......................................... 8:30 a.m.
Faith Connections (Fellowship Hall) ................................... 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave) ....................................... 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group (Rm. 304) ......................................................... 6:00-7:30 p.m.
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TO ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: ANNUAL REPORTS
are due in the church office by Monday, January 31.
Remember that this is a historical document and we like to
have a clear report of how the past year affected St.
Matthew and our activities. If you have email access,
please email your report to info@stmattlutheran.org. If
you do not have e-mail access, we would appreciate if you
could have the report typewritten. If you need a copy of
your committee’s report from last year or if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Stacy, ext. 223, or
Jane, ext. 222, in the Church Office, 717-637-7101. Thank
you for your time!

FREED IN CHRIST: RACE, ETHNICITY AND CULTURE
The Pastor’s Class will be exploring the ELCA Social Statement “Freed in Christ:
Race, Ethnicity and Culture” in a 7-week series from January 9 through February
20 during Faith Connections from 9:30-10:20 a.m. on Sunday mornings.
Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture expresses the ELCA’s calling to
celebrate culture and ethnicity. This calling commits the ELCA to confront racism,
to engage in public leadership, witness and deliberation on these matters, and to
advocate for justice and fairness for all people. The statement is grounded in the
conviction that the church has been gathered together in the joyful freedom of
the reign of God as announced by and embodied in Jesus. That reign has not
come in its fullness, but the message of God's yes to the world breaks down all
dividing walls as we live into that promise.
Sign up at the Hospitality Desk or contact the office if you’d like to participate in
this class (perfect attendance not mandatory!) or receive a copy of the statement
to explore on your own time. Join us in this holy and challenging calling to live as
the Body of Christ together. Together, we will practice loving discourse and even
disagreement with one another that honors the dignity of all our siblings in
Christ.
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BOOK STUDY WITH PASTOR TAYLOR
Calling all history, theology, and justice lovers! Pastor Taylor
will be leading a 6 week book study on Bonhoeffer’s Black
Jesus: Harlem Renaissance Theology and an Ethic of
Resistance at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9,
2/16, and 2/23.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer publicly confronted Nazism and anti-Semitic racism in Hitler’s
Germany. The Reich’s political ideology, when mixed with theology of the
German Christian movement, turned Jesus into a divine representation of the
ideal, racially pure Aryan and allowed race-hate to become part of Germany’s
religious life. In this book author Reggie L. Williams follows Dietrich Bonhoeffer as
he encounters Harlem’s black Jesus. The Christology Bonhoeffer learned in
Harlem’s churches featured a black Christ who suffered with African Americans in
their struggle against systemic injustice and racial violence- and then resisted.
Bonhoeffer’s Black Jesus argues that Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s immersion within the
black American narrative was a turning point for him, causing him to see anew
the meaning of his claim that obedience to Jesus requires concrete historical
action. This ethic of resistance not only indicted the church of the German Volk,
but also continues to shape the nature of Christian discipleship today.
Sign up at the Gathering Place or contact the office by January 9 if you’d like to
participate in this class so books can be ordered and distributed before class.
Contributions toward the cost of the books welcomed by check, cash, or PayPal
and will be collected through the office.

ALL TICKETS ARE GONE FOR Pianist Joseph Martin’s concert with
Heather Sorenson, Lloyd Larson, Steve Roddy, violinist Chris
Souza, and a 75-voice choir of choral directors. Joe and Sue
Martin will be sharing their talents at our Sunday services on
January 16.
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FOR THOSE WHO USE online banking to give to St. Matthew,
it would be helpful to our financial secretary if you could
change the envelope number to your new envelope number.
If you do not know your new number, call the church office, 717637-7101, and we can look it up. Thank you!
OUR 2022 GIVING ENVELOPES ARE available in the hallway
outside Fellowship Hall. The envelopes are in alphabetical
order. We will begin using these envelopes on January 2,
2022. Many thanks to Ann and Bryant Meckley, Randy Kline
and Barb Thomas for organizing the envelopes.

RECOMMENDED SCRIPTURE READINGS for the week beginning Jan. 9:
Sunday: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Thursday: Acts 8:18-24
Monday: Ephesians 6:10-17
Friday: 1 Corinthians 7:1-7
Tuesday: 1 John 5:13-21
Saturday: Luke 11:14-23
Wednesday: Luke 11:33-36
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