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Friends in Christ, 

You may be familiar with this beginning to a well-loved Bible passage, 
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven…” Perhaps you remember what comes next in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 
and I invite you to read and reflect on it. Since I first heard this passage, 
it has always carried good news of great comfort for me: the promise 
built into the very fiber of creation that this, too, shall pass. We can 
count on God’s constancy, but nothing else- not our pain, not our 
confusion, not even our joy- is inescapable.  

In many ways, we have been united with our kin-in-Christ around the 
world by this season for pandemic. In other ways, we have become 
keenly aware of how vastly different each of us have processed and 
responded to this season, leaving us wondering whether it is even a 
shared reality. Regardless, the seasons of life we’ve long known have not 
paused. Since March of 2020, there have been plenty of times for death, 
birth, planting, harvesting, weeping, laughing, mourning, dancing, and so 
much else. As we continue to come back together to mark these seasons 
communally again, we often look for those picturesque and celebratory 
reunions for the “happy stuff”- embracing after a time to refrain from 
embracing! Yipee!! 

And- God teaches us through scripture, creation, and relationship that 
we also need to mark the less happy stuff together, too. For everything 
there is a season. As we go into the late fall and early winter, we at St. 
Matthew’s have so much to look forward to- choirs rehearsing and 
performing, sharing some meals again, Faith Connections on Sunday 
mornings, opportunities for service, and so much more. We’re also going 
to take some time to mark our grief together. Maybe you are grieving 
loss of life, loss of normalcy, or loss of relationships. Maybe you are 
making sense of change within yourself, change in a communal identity, 
or something else changing in the world around you. Wherever you are 
right now, God is constant, and we participate in community to 
remember that promise.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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From Pastor Taylor  (Continued from page 1) 

Look for the following upcoming opportunities to do 
so with St. Matt’s: 

All Saints’ Service of Grief and Healing on 
Saturday, 11/6/21.  

Grief Share groups beginning in 2022.  

Surviving the Holidays workshop on Saturday, 
11/20/21.  

Blue Christmas service on Sunday afternoon, 
12/19/21.  

As always, please reach out to our church staff for 
whatever you need. God be with you till we meet 
again. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Taylor 

MANY THANKS 

"Thank You" for the cards, calls and prayers during 
my recovery from my back surgery.  I hope to be back 
at church very soon.   

Love and prayers to all,  
Yvonne Hughes  

I would like to extend my sincerest thanks for the 
cards, texts and phone calls received for the passing 
of my Mom in September and my renewed battle with 
cancer diagnosed this year. The handwritten notes 
are especially heartwarming and I will always cherish 
them. I feel truly blessed with all the friends I have in 
our St. Matthew family of faith.   

Denise Smith 

Thank you to Pastor Kathy, Pastor 
Faye, Scott, Nancy, Doug and to all 
here at St. Matthew, for everything you did to help 
make Grange’s celebration of life service so loving 
and heartfelt.  Your cards, gifts, time, meals, etc. were 
very greatly appreciated.  At times during these 
months since Grange’s passing, you carried me when 
I couldn't walk, just as we know God carries us each 
and every minute of our lives.  I couldn't have gone 
through these tough and agonizing times without the 
family and friends of St. Matthew.  This truly is a 
wonderful church to be part of.  Thank you! 

Sincerely, 
Connie Granger 

Dear St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 
God calls us to be thankful to those who help us.  I 
want to personally thank you for your support of 
SpiriTrust Lutheran and those we serve in the 
community.  We are truly blessed by your kindness.   
Today, as each of us plans in the face of uncertainty 
and new challenges, your partnership helps provide 
compassionate care for people who need it most.  
Your gifts: 

 Provide vulnerable residents with safe and secure 
housing 

 Give seniors the ability to remain in their SpiriTrust 
Lutheran community, despite having depleted 
their own financial resources 

 Ensure hospice clients receive needed medication, 
equipment, and nursing visits to meet their 
physical needs, and also deliver emotional and 
spiritual support for both them and their families. 

Your brother in Christ, 

The Rev. Mark Oldenburg 
Board of Directors,  
SpiriTrust Lutheran 
 
 
Dear Friends at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for blessing us with your donation of 
$1,000 which will be applied to greatest needs here at 
Hanover Area Council of Churches. 

We are able to serve the Hanover community with the 
various ministries here such as Provide-A-Lunch, 
Meals-on-Wheels, Changing Lives Homeless Shelter, 
the clothing bank, and Ruth’s Harvest to name a few.  
It is so wonderful knowing that together and with 
God’s blessings many lives have been turned around 
and changed for the better.  Our work will never end 
and thanks to you we will make sure that we continue 
to be there, ready and able to help our Hanover 
community. 

Once again, please accept our many thanks. 

Yours in Service, 

Mirna Wildasin 
Interim Executive Director 
Hanover Area Council of Churches 
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The vast majority of the offerings received are being 
used for the St. Matthew ongoing and new 
ministries. Any offerings indicated for Parish 
Ministries and Future Capital Improvements make it 
possible for us to be where we are doing what God is 
calling us to do and be in this time and place. There 
are two other ways your offerings can stretch 
beyond St. Matthew to the local community, the 
nation and world.  

Any offerings designated for World 
Mission enable a quick and ongoing 
response to the current suffering 
throughout the world. As part of the 
ELCA we support the following 
ministries: 

 The Lutheran Camping Association which 
includes Nawakwa where our children and youth 
go to camp and retreats.  

 Lutheran Disaster Response that directly helps 
those affected by natural disasters throughout 
the U.S. and beyond.  

 Global Missionaries including Dr. Stephen and 
Jodi Swanson whose work is at Selian Lutheran 
Hospital in Tanzania. They have advanced the 
care of critically ill and premature babies in 
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia and Malawi.  

 The ongoing ministries of the Lower 
Susquehanna Synod related to congregations’ 
needs, preparation for ordained ministry, lay 
leadership development, local poverty and 
evangelical outreach. 

In addition to World Mission, members of St. 
Matthew have the opportunity to designate an 
offering to Special Needs. The following ministries 
are especially helped by the $60,000 we commit.  

 Lutheran World Relief has the means to directly 
help countries respond to disasters, adapt 
sustainable systems for farming and other 
businesses, provide educational opportunities 
and health care to fight disease.  

 ELCA World Hunger which is uniquely positioned 

to reach communities in need to provide the 
means to feed the hungry throughout the world.  

 SpiriTrust delivers an array of programs and 
services in the Pennsylvania region that provides 
care for adults in all stages of need.  

 The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves the 
needs of the local community with programs that 
include Provide A Lunch, Changing Lives Shelter, 
Meals on Wheels, Clothing Bank and Ruth’s 
harvest.  

Your designated offering to World Mission and/or 
Special Needs will help us keep our commitments, 
share the gospel, feed and shelter the poor and 
serve the people most in need. Thank you for your 
generosity. St. Matthew is a beacon of hope.  

GOD'S WORK.  OUR CANS. 
GOAL: COLLECT 1,000 CANS OF CORN! 

The Social Ministry Committee is 
asking our parishioners to help us 
collect 1,000 cans of corn for the New 
Hope Ministries Annual Thanksgiving 
Food Drive.   

Each year New Hope Ministries 
provides groceries for area families in 

need so they can enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal at home with their loved ones.  Area churches 
and community groups pitch in by collecting large 
quantities of a specific Thanksgiving food item.  Here 
at St. Matthew, we will continue our tradition of 
collecting canned corn to support this ministry.   

You can drop off your cans in the Gathering Place in 
one of the large bins marked “Canned Corn.”  If you 
prefer to make a financial donation, please make 
your check payable to "St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church" and write "Canned Corn" in the memo line.  
Cash donations should be placed in an envelope 
marked “Canned Corn."  Your financial donation may 
be placed in the offering basket or dropped off at the 
church office.  The canned corn drive will conclude 
on Sunday, November 1. Thank you in advance for 
your support!          ~ The Social Ministry Committee 

WORLD MISSION AND SPECIAL NEEDS OFFERINGS 



LIFE EVENTS 
September 1 - October 20, 2021 

 
Baptisms 

 

September 19 – James Denzil Huff, son of Branden and Tiffany (Dusman) Huff with 
sponsors Evan Joseph and Hannah Huff 

October 3 – Avery Mae Schreffler, daughter of Robert and Abby (Shenk) Schreffler 
 

Deaths 
October 4 - Jean R. (Shaffer) Resh 

 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Upper Room #201 (enter at the elevator lobby) 

A helpful, encouraging seminar for people facing the holidays  
after losing a loved one. 

 
The seminar features video interviews with counselors, grief experts, and other people who have 
experienced the holidays after their loved one’s death and who offer practical suggestions and reassurance. 
These people share honestly about: 
 
• Being prepared for surprising emotions that may hit over the holidays 
• What to do about traditions and other coming changes 
• How to handle holiday parties and invitations 
• How to survive potentially awkward moments with other people 
• Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a seemingly hopeless time 
 
Those who attend will receive a Survival Guide filled with practical tips, encouraging words, journaling ideas, 
and exercises for daily help through the holiday season. 
 
There is no cost.  
 
For more information or to register, call Pastor Faye Snyder at 717-451-0851 or email 
nicksong@comcast.net.  Deadline November 15. Or you may sign up below and drop into offering plate by 
November 14.  
 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS SEMINAR 
Registration  

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone number ______________________email _________________________________________ 
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CARING CUPBOARD MISSION 
STATEMENT:  In response to 
the biblical question, "Lord 
when did we see you hungry?," 
the mission of the St. Matthew 
Caring Cupboard is to provide 
emergency food supplies 

available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to all those 
in our community who may suffer from hunger and 
food insecurity regardless of cause.  

Our Caring Cupboard is seeing increasingly heavier 
usage.  Thanks to the many volunteers, including 
our youth group, who regularly stock and monitor 
the Caring Cupboard and our Stockpile Closet, we 
have been able to provide our community's 
neediest with emergency food supplies 24/7.    

Anyone, however, can be a "Caring Cupboard 
Angel" just by stopping by the Cupboard located in 
front of the Education Building and adding food 
supplies at any convenient time. Food supplies can 
also be added to the stockpile closet during regular 
office hours.  Juice boxes, soups and canned 
microwaveable meals (with pop tops), breakfast 
bars, cereals, instant coffee, shelf stable milk, 
individual servings of fruit, Hormel microwaveable 
meals, canned tuna with pop top, crackers, small 
containers of peanut butter are just a few of the 
most popular items since many of our customers 
have limited cooking facilities and limited cooking 
tools.  We thank everyone for participating in this 
ministry that helps so many. 

OCTOBER 31 IS REFORMATION DAY 
On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther 
posted the Ninety-Five Theses on the 
door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. This was the beginning 
of the Reformation. This year we 
celebrate it on Reformation Eve and 
the actual day! At all three worship 

services we will celebrate Reformation with music, 
scripture and sermon that lifts up our heritage and 
future as Lutherans. At our 10:30 service, we will 
also celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism with our 
confirmation students involved in the service.  

Don’t forget to wear red!!  

TRUNK OR TREAT will turn our parking lot into a 
spook-tacular event for all ages!  On Sunday, 
October 31, from 3-4 p.m., our Youth Group will 
host Trunk or Treat to raise funds for Olivia’s 
House.  Our Youth Group is hoping for lots of 
decorated trunks to fill our parking lot.  To 
participate, please let Tim Peck or the office know 
that you would like to bring your trunk.  Then on 
October 31, bring your car, van, truck or other 
vehicle and pull into an empty space.  Be creative 
with your trunk decoration—but please keep it PG 
rated at the most. Treats will be provided to hand 
out to our Trick-or-Treaters who will visit Trunk or 
Treat but you may also 
want to bring some 
too.  There will be 
prizes for the top trunks 
of the hour.   
 
WE ARE COLLECTING Trunk or Treat goodies 
through October 28.  If you would like to donate a 
bag of small, wrapped treats for those who will 
attend our Trunk or Treat event, please drop them 
off at the church office or to the container in the 
Gathering Place, thank you!   
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA Bible study will be held 

Tuesday, November 2, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Upper Room (enter 
the elevator lobby.) Pastor 
Faye will be leading our Bible 
study.  The lesson can be 

found in the November/December gather 
magazine.  Please bring your magazine if you have 
one, but if you do not, copies will be made 
available.  All women are invited to attend and 
bring a friend!  For additional information, call the 
church office, 717-637-7101. 
 
CHICKEN BARBECUE REMINDER!  Orders are due 

to the church office by October 29 

but there will be a few extra 

meals available.  Pick up will be at 

the church on Sunday, November 

7, at 11:30-1:00 (or until sold out.)  
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NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 

Are you new to the St. Matthew 
community? Are you interested in 
learning more about our 
congregation? Are you interested in 
becoming a member of our church? If 

you answered yes to any of these questions you are 
invited to a New  Member Orientation on Sunday, 
November 7 at 11:30 a.m. to 1:15.  A chicken barbecue 
lunch will be served. Children’s activities will be offered. 
Our gathering will focus on the ways to connect 
through learning, fellowship, worship and service. A 
tour of the church will be offered at the end.  We will 
welcome new members at worship the weekend of 
November 13 & 14.  

Please contact the church office at 717-637-7101 or 
info@stmattlutheran.org to let us know that you are 
coming by Wednesday, November 3. Also contact us if 
you are unable to attend this orientation but are still 
interested in becoming a member of our congregation.  

LUTHERAN BASICS: BAPTIZED WE LIVE  

Whether you are new to the Lutheran 
church or a long time member, you are 
invited to learn more about 
Lutheranism by attending any or all of 
the Sunday morning Pastor’s Classes 
each Sunday through November 21. 
The class meets to explore the ways that being a 
Lutheran Christian impacts our daily life. Meet in the 
Upper Room on the 2nd floor. (Use steps or elevator by 
the glass doors.)  

For more information contact Pastor Kathy, 717-637-
7101, ext. 231, or pastorkathy@stmattlutheran.org.  

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO DIED  

On the weekend of November 6 & 7, we will be 
remembering the saints who have died 
this past year. Candles will be lit and 
prayers will be offered for members of 
our St. Matthew community. In addition, 
we are inviting St. Matthew members to 

add the names of immediate family members who have 
died since November 1, 2020. (Due to the volume of 
names that we are receiving, we are only able to list 
family members that are part of the immediate family. 
This would include a spouse, sibling, parent, child, 
grandparent or grandchild.) Names may be given to the 

office by e-mail at info@stmattlutheran.org, 
or by phone, 717-637-7101. Please give the 
name and how they are related to you.  

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED to the Installation 
Service for Pastor Kathy Vitalis Hoffman and Pastor 

Taylor Berdahl.  The service will be held 
Sunday, November 21, at 2 p.m. Our St. 
Matthew Adult Choir will sing and Rev. 
Dr. Mark Oldenburg, Professor 
Emeritus at United Lutheran Seminary, 
will preach.  Please join us as we are 

finally able to celebrate our new pastors! Light 
refreshments will follow the service. You are 
respectfully asked to wear a mask.   

GENEROSITY: A MATTER OF CONNECTION  

The Generosity Ministry Team (Stewardship 
Committee) is inviting all of us to connect or reconnect 
with the ministries of St. Matthew through generosity. 
This is not simply “an ask” for more money. It is a 
matter of engagement and how we make faith 
connections in all kinds of ways.  

On Reformation Weekend, October 30 and 31, you 
will be introduced to a St. 
Matthew Engagement 
Form. Although this has 
some similarities to the 
Time and Talent Inventory, it 
is meant to expand your understanding of what it 
means to be a part of this community through what 
you can contribute and how you will connect.  

Through the month of November, you will hear from a 
few of our members on different perspectives of 
generosity of financial resources. Who inspired me to 
give generously? What has been an experience of 
receiving generosity? What is my motivation for giving 
generously?  

Be sure to watch for a special letter from the 
Generosity Ministry Team regarding the ways you can 
make a financial commitment to the ministries of St. 
Matthew. On Christ the King weekend, November 20 & 
21, we will receive commitment cards and celebrate 
the ongoing witness of Christ the King through our 
congregation.  

mailto:info@stmattlutheran.org
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ANGEL  TREE 

Once again the Social Ministry 
Committee will have an ingathering 
of Christmas Gifts through New 
Hope Ministries to be distributed 
to those who otherwise may not 
have any Christmas gifts.  The 
Christmas tree will be displayed in the Gathering 
Place during the month of November.  Please 
remove an ornament, purchase the gift and return 
the gift unwrapped, with the ornament attached 
and placed under the tree by Sunday, November 
28.  

Social Ministry Committee will deliver the gifts to 
New Hope in time to be delivered to Hanover area 
families by Christmas.  We are also collecting Wal-
Mart gift cards in the amount of $25 for the HUD 
residents.  Please take the gift cards to the church 
office by Monday, November 29 at 9 a.m.   Thank 
you for making a difference in the lives of these 
families and making this year a brighter Christmas. 

Social Ministry Committee 

 
THANKOFFERING WEEKEND is November 13 & 14 
this year. Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America are a community 
of women whose mission and 
ministry impacts the whole 
church, men and children included.  For Christian 
disciples, giving thanks involves acknowledging our 
responsibility to give. Thankoffering is one way that 
Christian women have encouraged the link 
between gratitude and giving. Begun in the late 19th 
century, the Thankoffering tradition encourages 
women to take a daily account of God’s blessings.  
Thankofferings support all the ministries of Women 
of the ELCA – from advocacy and education to 
discipleship and outreach.  The Women of the ELCA 
combine their individual collections to support 
mission and ministry in the church. To help support 
the national Women of the ELCA and give thanks to 
God for his blessings to us, envelopes will be 
available.  Please make checks payable to the 
Women of the ELCA. Place envelopes in offering 
plate or send to the church office.  

CONGREGATION MEETING 
This announcement serves as official 
notice that we will hold our 
Congregation Meeting on Sunday, 
November 14, immediately following 
the late worship service 
(approximately 11:30).  The purpose of 
the meeting is to approve a budget for 2022 and 
elect four new council members and a youth 
representative. During the Faith Connections hour 
(9:40-10:20), members of the Finance Committee 
will be in Fellowship Hall to answer questions 
regarding the budget.  All voting (active) members 
of the congregation are asked to attend this 
important meeting. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY MEETING 
All are welcome to participate in the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry. The next meeting 
is on Wednesday, November 17 at 6:30 

p.m. They meet in the Lounge of the 
Administration/Education Building. For more 
information contact the church office, 717-637-
7101.  

A REMINDER that the Youth Fall Retreat for 6-12th 
graders will be held the weekend of November 19-
21.  More information will be emailed! 

LSS HEALING JUSTICE ADVENT SERIES 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod will present a Zoom 
Advent wreath lighting service followed by a short 
education presentation and question/answer time 
with national specialists and regional experts on the 
“four corner posts of restorative justice.” The 
service will be held Sunday evenings online and 
available for viewing all week. Watch the bulletins 
and our website for more information.   

ADVENT FAITH CONNECTIONS 
On November 28, Faith Connections at 9:30 will be 
one-size-fits-all for a day! All classes will 
take a pause from their regular schedule 
to come together for an 
intergenerational Advent celebration. 
We will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
with our church family of all ages to 
connect over crafts, caring conversation, prayer, 
music, service activities and more. Mark your 
calendars- this won’t be one to miss! 
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ECHOES OF HOPE - Wednesdays in Advent  

"Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God." 

This Word of God 
announced by the prophet 
Isaiah long ago echoed 
down through the ages as a 
message of encouragement 
and hope to the people of 
Israel. It found its 
fulfillment in the birth of 
Christ and continues to echo into our lives today 
as well. The Advent season is a time to reflect on 
how and where this Word breaks into our busy 
lives and breaks through even those 
discouragements and fears and sorrows that 
touch us.   

You are invited to hear that Word once again as 
we listen for the Echoes of Hope on Wednesdays 
in Advent.   

December 1:  The Path-ology of Prophecy   

   (Isaiah 40:1-11) 

December 8: It’s a Boy!  

   (Isaiah 7:10-14 and 9:1-7) 

December 15: A Sign of Hope  
   (Isaiah 11:1-10) 

Come to worship in the Nave at noon (followed 
by lunch) or at 7:00 p.m. with Holden Evening 
Prayer.   

The Hanging of the Greens and Pizza Dinner - 

Come join us as we decorate 

our church for Christmas on 

Sunday, December 5, from 3-

5:30 p.m.  At 5 p.m. we will 

enjoy pizza for dinner.  Sign up 

by emailing us at 

info@stmattlutheran.org or call 

the office, 717-637-7101 so we 

know how many will be helping 

and how much pizza to order. This is a wonderful 

day – come join us!   
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December 

4 9:00-11:00 a.m. Cookie Walk –  

 Fellowship Hall 

5 3:00-5:30 p.m. Hanging of the Greens 

19 2:00 p.m. Blue Christmas service 

19  4-6:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling to our 

 Homebound  

23  Drive-in Christmas Eve - Eve Worship 

 Service  

24 Church Office closes at Noon 

24 Christmas Eve Services: 

 5:00 p.m. Family Service 

 6:45 p.m. Nativity Recital 

 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

 9:15 p.m. Nativity Recital 

 9:30 p.m. Candlelight & Carol 

 Service 
 
25  No 5:00 p.m. Service 

26  10:30 a.m. Worship Service only 

27 & 28 Church Office Closed  

31  Church Office Closes at Noon 

31 7:00 p.m. Mini-Minister Puppet Show 

January - 2022 

1  No 5:00 p.m. Worship Service 

2 8:30 & 10:30 Worship Services 

3 Church Office Closed 

14 7 p.m. Joseph Martin & Friends Concert 

15 Chorale workshop 

 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - Members and friends who wish to honor or memorialize a 
loved one by placing a poinsettia in the chancel this Christmas are asked to complete 
and return the form below with $11 per listing to the church office. The memorials/
honorariums will support the ELCA Good Gifts that grow the church, fight hunger and 
transform lives around the world. 
  
The deadline is Monday, December 6.  Please print clearly when filling in names.  
  
  2021 Christmas Poinsettias 
  
  I/We wish to (please check one) 

  
     ____ Honor  ____ Memorialize 

  
Name(s)________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Person to be memorialized or honored) 
  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
Given by _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Your offering envelope number ________ 
 
Please include $11 per listing and make check payable to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church” with “Poinsettia” in 
the memo line.  Deadline is Monday, December 6.  

The St. Matthew Annual Christmas  
Cookie Walk - COVID STYLE! 

 
We are excited to announce the Annual Christmas Cookie Walk will be held 
this year! This will be our 8th year! As in previous years, all proceeds will 
benefit our Global Mission Outreach.  
 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. (or until sold out) 

 
Here’s how it will work this year: We will be selling the boxes of cookies baked 
by church members, already packed by us!  They will all be assorted – still $10 
a box.  Instead of the close quarters of the Fellowship Hall – they will be sold 
from a table in the elevator lobby (socially distanced!).    
 

Please plan to support this fun event and invite your family and friends.  
Come start your holiday season Covid-style with us! 

 
If you would like to bake cookies for the cookie walk, please contact Andrea Hersh, 717-968-7094, or email 
the church office at info@stmattlutheran.org. Cookies should be brought to the Fellowship Hall by Friday, 
December 3 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
St. Matthew Social Ministry Committee 


