
God has called Pastor Yeiser to other 
pastures and, I know we will miss 
him for some time to come.  But, as a 
congregation, we suddenly find our-
selves in an uncomfortable place; 
The Ending has taken place, the 
Time in Between has just begun, and 
a New Beginning hasn’t yet hap-
pened. 
 
The Time in Between is a large part 
of any transition.  Because congrega-
tions are made up of a variety of peo-
ple, we will naturally experience tran-
sition in a variety of ways. For some, 
transitions can be a time of joyful an-
ticipation and planning for a new and 
exciting future. For others, it can be a 
time of anxiety and confusion, pre-
cisely because the future is unknown.  
 
A beautiful example of transition is in 
the story of the Exodus of the Israel-
ites from slavery in Egypt to the 
Promised Land in Canaan. The Exo-
dus was The Ending, the wilderness 
experience was the Time in Between, 
and the Promised Land was the New 
Beginning. Through these stories, we 
learn that the promise of new begin-
nings is always filled with hope, 
which supports God’s people through 
transition.  
 
The wilderness was a time of refor-
mation, a time for faith renewal, a 
time to learn to trust God, and a time 
of testing.  God’s faithful people 
came out of that wilderness strength-
ened in faith, but the process wasn’t 
always easy. The experience of the 

wilderness for some included: frustra-
tion, dissatisfaction, uncertainty, disil-
lusionment, even the desire to “go 
back” to what they were familiar with. 
But, from this story, we learn that in 
God’s hands, transitions can be posi-
tive and healthy, even for us today. 
 
At every turn in the wilderness, God 
cared for the needs of God’s people. 
As they followed and trusted God, 
God carried them safely through un-
certainty to a New Beginning. Simi-
larly, during a time of transition, con-
gregations can reflect, renew, grow, 
and re-assess their mission and min-
istries. Rather than it being simply a 
time to put everything on hold, or to 
maintain the ‘status quo’, the transi-
tion time is an opportunity for us to do 
many things in preparation for the 
start of a new pastor’s ministry. There 
will be several things that are impor-
tant to do during The Time in Be-
tween.  Be patient, because a suc-
cessful transition takes time.  Stay 
focused on our mission; To Celebrate 
God’s Love and Serve in Jesus’ 
Name.  We will communicate widely, 
keeping you informed of developing 
situations. Expect to be challenged, 
but try to understand it for what it is; a 
changing situation is in the state of 
becoming something new. 
 
And, one last thing: No matter what 
happens, we are going to be okay!  I 
am here with you, and more impor-
tantly, we are safe in our relationship 
with God through our faith in Christ 
Jesus.   (Continued on page 2) 
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Record Turnout for August Blood Drive!  Thirty donors presented at the August 27 
American Red Cross Blood Drive hosted by the Social Ministry Committee.  This was 
a fantastic turnout.  Thanks to all of our donors for taking the time out of their busy 
summer schedules to roll up their sleeves and safe a life!  Special thanks to our St. 
Matthew members who volunteered their time to work the registration table and 
canteen.  Your warm hospitality made the donation process a pleasant experience for 
our donors.  
 
Our next two drives are scheduled for April 29 and August 26, 2019.  But, don't wait til 
then to donate.  Please go to www.redcrossblood.org to find a blood drive location 
and date that is convenient for you. 

From Pastor Schroeder:  (Continued from page 1) 
 
I have faith that the God who led the Israelites through 
the wilderness to the Promised Land, will also lead our 
congregation to the New Beginning of God’s own mak-
ing.  
 
 
 THE 275TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
of St. Matthew will continue on October 
28, 2018, when we have our regular 
schedule of worship services at 8 and 
10:45 a.m. with our Bishop Jim Dunlop 
preaching.  A luncheon in Fellowship 
Hall will follow the 10:45 service. Please 
sign up in the Gathering Place or call 
the church office in order for us to order 
food. 
 

 
FOR ALL MEMBERS 65 AND UP - don’t 
forget the Senior Member dinner is October 
7, after the 10:45 service.  Letters have been 
sent.  There is a box for RSVP’s in the Gath-
ering Place.  We hope to see you there! 

 
Help Continue Our Tradition of Giving 

 
There is still time to support the 4th Bi-Annual Hanover Area Community Meal 
Packing Event to be held in Fellowship Hall on November 3, a day to be pro-
claimed by the mayor as “Rise Against Hunger Day in Hanover.” It all started here 
at St. Matthew, 6 years ago when we began what has grown into a community-
wide effort. Help us meet this year’s goal of packing 100,000 meals and continue 
our tradition of giving.  Every 29¢ you are able to donate will provide another meal 
for a child in need in a school feeding program or orphanage or for someone suf-
fering from a natural disaster. You can register to join us and/or donate online at 
events.stophungernow.org/SMLC18 or write a check made payable to Rise 
Against Hunger with “SMLC-11/3/18-Hanover” written in the memo line.  These 
can be placed in the offering plate or given to the church office. Thank you for 
your generous support. 

THE NEXT NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
for those wishing to join our church 
will be held on November 4, 11 & 18, 
during the Sunday School hour, 9:15-
10:15 a.m. in Room 303.  Anyone 
wishing to find out more about St. 
Matthew is invited to attend! 
 
I THANK EVERYONE for the outpouring of love and 
support as I conclude my ministry here.  Thank you 
for gifts, cards, well-wishes and prayers.  I will miss 
you! As much as I might wish, unfortunately I will not 
be able to return to do pastoral acts/visits, funerals, 
weddings or baptisms.  I appreciate that you will be 
in good hands with your pastoral staff here.       
                                                          ~ Pastor Yeiser 
 
WE WELCOME Cody Danner to our congregation as 
our new seminarian.  Cody will be with us through 
May.  If you would like to take Cody and his wife to 
lunch, he will be available the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month through November, and then again Feb-
ruary through May.  Please call the church office if 
you would like to sign up to take Cody and his wife 
for lunch. 



PASTORAL ACTS 
August 16 - September 15, 2018 

 
Weddings 

 
August 18 - Shenk/Schreffler 
August 24 -  Sanders/Trimboli 
September 12 - Holland/Zartman 
 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW if your child is 
participating in any upcoming public per-
formances; such as a school play, musi-
cal, or dance recital.  The Evangelism 
committee would like to include a recog-
nition tribute in their program.  Please 
contact Kit Curlen with the information at 
717-891-4849 or kcurlen@comcast.net. 

Mark Mark Mark Mark YourYourYourYour        

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar!!!! 

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON.COM?   
Did you know that 
if you shop at 
Smile.Amazon. 
com, instead – 

which is the exact same website as the 
regular Amazon site – that a portion of 
the dollar amount of your total purchase 
benefits the charity of your choice?  Do 
you further know that the Hanover Area 
Council of Churches (HACC) is one of 
the qualified charities?  So, if you would 
like to donate to HACC painlessly, 
please go to Smile.Amazon.com, use 
your regular Amazon login, choose a 
charity, and shop like you usually do, 
knowing that a percentage of the dollars 
you spend will be put to good use! 

THE ST. MATTHEW CHARMS ARE AVAILABLE in the church of-
fice.  The cost is $65.95.    
 
AS YOU ARE AWARE, we are celebrating our 275th Anniversary this 
year.  You can help us defray the costs for this celebration.  If you de-
sire to contribute, please makes checks payable to St. Matthew Lu-
theran Church,” with “275th Anniversary” in the memo line.  Please submit the form 
below in the offering plate or to the church office: Bronze $1 - $150; Silver $151-
$500; Gold $501-$750; and Platinum $751-$1,000.  A listing will be available at the 
October 28 anniversary weekend. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
275TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. MATTHEW 

 
NAME: ___________________________________________ 
 
ENVELOPE # _____________                   AMOUNT  $________________ 

First, We Give of Ourselves: 
Giving in Gratitude 

 
There is an old hymn of the church that underscores a foundational principle for 
Christian Stewards, the principle being God as the giver of all things.  The title of 
this hymn is “Count Your Blessings.”  It is a delightful hymn that recounts all that 
God has done for us and the blessings of God in our lives.  The hymn’s refrain is 
the most poignant observation of the reality of generosity and tells us this: 
 

“Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
 Count your blessings, see what God has done; 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.” 
 

Giving in Gratitude is done from a posture of gratitude, a sense of contentment, and 
joyful thanksgiving for all the abundance and blessings of God, especially Jesus 
Christ.  It is a celebration of God’s grace, the joy of grateful giving to God in re-
sponse to this life giving gift, and the delight of being a part of God’s mission in 
Christ.  
(From Northern Illinois Synod) 

 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR 
THE 5TH  
ANNUAL  

St. Matthew 
Birthday Dinner 

presented by 
our very own 

Christian  
Fellowship 

Committee!  We 
will celebrate 

every member’s 
birthday - yes, 

all 12 months on 
one day,  
Sunday,  

November 18.  
We will join to-
gether following 
the 10:45 wor-
ship service at 
approximately 

12 noon.   



HOLY BOWLERS meets for Bible 
study and bowling the first and third 
Thursday of each month at South 
Hanover Lanes.  Bible study begins 
at 1:00 p.m.  This year, we are study-
ing the lectionary—the lessons read in worship.  Miss 
Jan will choose one of the lessons to focus on each 
week.  Bowling begins at 1:45 and is $5.00 for three 
games, including shoe rental.  We bowl for fun, not 
competition, so all skill levels are welcome. 

 
OUR SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
is now viewing the videos of the Gather-
ing speakers, one each week, and talk 
about them.  The speakers had lots of 

great things to say, so this will be a time when we 
can “stop the tape” and have time to share our 
thoughts and opinions. 
  
COVER TO COVER’S next book will be 
“Braving the Wilderness” by Brene 
Brown. We will meet on Monday, Octo-
ber 1, 7:00 p.m. in the church library for 
our discussion.  A copy is in the church 
library.  From Amazon--Brown redefines 
what it means to truly belong in an age of 
increased polarization. With her trademark mix of 
research, storytelling, and honesty, Brown will again 
change the cultural conversation while mapping a 
clear path to true belonging. 

 
A CHILDREN’S SERMON will be offered 
during both services on Sunday, October 
21.   Children will be making a special 
bracelet in Sunday School the previous 

two Sundays for use in this children’s sermon.  The 
secret to these bracelets will be revealed during the 
children’s sermon!  All children from the 6th grade 
and younger are invited to participate.  Parents are 
also welcome to join in. 
 
CYBER WOMEN usually meet the 3rd 
Monday of each month at Panera,  
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Our next meeting 
will be October 15.  We use the on-
line magazine, Café, to start our con-
versation.  You may find it at www.boldcafe.org.  
Women of all ages are welcome! 
 
 
 
 

ST. MATT’S LUNCH-OUT heads to Dutch Country on 
Thursday, October 11, 11:45 a.m.  Enjoy selections 
from their large menu, including breakfast all day.  
There is no agenda for these lunches except to enjoy 
a good meal and the company of friends.  No reserva-
tions are necessary—come join us! 
 

 
YOUTH GROUP kicks off the fall 
schedule with lots of fun and ex-
citing events for all 7th through 
12th graders.  October is a mix of 
regular meetings, service and 

adventures off-site.  Check out our schedule! 
   October 7, we will help serve the Senior Dinner in 
Felllowship Hall immediately following the 10:45 a.m. 
service.  Then we’ll depart at 1:30 p.m. for our annual 
Pole Steeple Hike.  Please bring ice cream money.  
Pick-up at the church parking lot is about 7:00 p.m.  
For transportation planning, please let Tim or Chris 
know you attending by October 1. 
   October 21 is the CROP  Walk at 1:00 p.m. at 
South Western. Your family is encouraged to walk 
together!  Registration information is under the CROP 
Walk announcement.  We will have our regular 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. meeting in the Youth Suite that evening.  
We’ll be making our final plans for Trunk or Treat. 
    Trunk or Treat, our annual fund-raiser for Ruth’s 
Harvest, will be held on Monday, October 29, 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  Help hand out treats to our trick-or-treaters! 
   November 3 is the Community Meal-Packing Event.  
There are two sessions you may sign up for: 10:00 to 
noon or 1:00 to 3:00.  We need lots of people to help 
make our goal of 100,000 meals that day! 
 
A DAY AT THE BEACH would not be 
complete without a lunch to share!  Since 
this is a day for our women to relax, we 
are looking for men to volunteer for 
kitchen duty.  Even if the women in your 
life are not attending, you may still come 
out to put lasagnas in the oven, put salad ingredients 
into bowls and put out the place settings.  (See, you 
don’t even have to really cook—just heat up!)  We’ll 
also be looking for a “coffee guy” to keep us in coffee 
and hot water for tea during the morning.  If you are 
available for kitchen or coffee duty on January 26, 
please contact Jan Davis at 717-637-7101 or jdavis-
aim@stmattlutheran.org. 
 
 
 



TRUNK OR TREAT will be 
held in the church parking 
lot on Monday, October 29, 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Everyone 
is invited to decorate your 
car trunk so our Trick-or-Treaters will be able to tour 
the trunks and collect treats.  Please let Jan Davis or 
Tim or Chris Peck, 717-476-9977, or Scott and Ly-
nelle Livelsberger, 717-632-7884, know if you plan to 
have your trunk participate. Decorations may be any 
theme, but remember to keep them no more than 
PG-rated.  Children and families are invited to come 
in costume to see our amazing trunks and to vote on 
their favorite.  There will be a snack table with bever-
ages.  All donations for the voting tickets and for the 
snack table will be given to Ruth’s Harvest. 

 
A SHADES OF IRELAND TOUR is be-
ing planned for October 16-25, 2019.  
That may seem like a long time away, 
but now is a good time to consider join-
ing this tour.  Brochures are available at 
the Hospitality Desk and in the church 

office.  There will be a travel presentation by a Col-
lette representative on Thursday, February 14, at 
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Mark your calendars 
now. 

THE CROP WALK is October 21!  
All are invited to participate in the 
42nd Annual Hanover CROP Walk.  
Sign-in/registration begins at 12:30 
and the Walk kicks off with an 
Opening Ceremony at noon. The 
Hanover High School Steel Drum 
Band will be playing and Pastor Kate will be the 
speaker.  You may choose from two in-town routes 
of 3 or 6 miles or you may walk the track.  To join our 
St. Matthew team, please go to 
www.crophungerwalk.org/hanoverpa.  You may also 
donate to our team at this web address.  There will 
be a registration table in the Gathering Place where 
you may sign up or donate the first three Sundays in 
October.  Checks should be written to:  Church 
World Service/CROP.  These may be given at any 
time by sending in to the church office or putting 
them in the offering plate during worship.  For ques-
tions, please contact Jan Davis at 717-637-7101 or 
jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org.  Thank you for mak-
ing a difference for hungry people! 

A DAY AT THE BEACH is the theme for our annual Women’s Retreat on Saturday, January 26, 9:00 to 
3:30 p.m.  All women of all ages are invited to spend a day at the “beach” with Bible study, worship, our 
special speaker (to be announced), a craft and our famous lasagna lunch with dessert bar.  Please bring a 
dessert if you are able—everything else will be provided.  Bring a Bible, a note pad and something to write 
with, too!  Friends and relatives are welcome to attend with you.  Please complete the registration form and 
return it with your $15 check to the church office by Sunday, January 20, 2019. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

A DAY AT THE BEACH WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Please choose one or both:   [   ] meat lasagna       [   ] vegetable lasagna 
 
Please enclose with your $15 registration check made payable to: “St. Matthew Lutheran Church” with 
“women’s retreat” on the memo line. 
 
[      ]   Yes, my husband (or other male family member or friend) will be able to help prepare, serve and 
clean up our lunch. 
 
           Time available:  ____________________________ 



 THE ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH CONCERT SERIES will pre-
sent organists Ken Cowan and Bradley Hunter Welch in concert on Sun-
day, October 21 at 4:00 p.m.  Free tickets are required for admission and 
can be ordered by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Octo-
ber Concert, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 30 W. Chestnut St., Hanover, 
PA 17331. Please note the number of tickets desired.  A free-will offering 
will be taken to assist with the concert costs.  The doors open at 3:30 p.m. 
A reception will follow the program. The colorful program will include organ 
duets as well as solos from the organists.  
 

Ken Cowan is regarded as one of North America’s finest concert organists and praised for his 
dazzling artistry, impeccable technique, and imaginative programming by audiences and crit-
ics alike. He maintains a rigorous performing schedule that takes him to major concert venues 
in America, Canada, Europe and Asia.  
  
Recent feature performances have included appearances at Verizon Hall in Philadelphia with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, Davies Symphony Hall in San Francisco, Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts in Costa Mesa, California, Spivey Hall, Maison Symphonique in Montreal, and Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, as well as concerts in Germany and Korea.   
 
A native of Thorold, Ontario, Canada, Mr. Cowan received the Master’s degree and Artist Diploma from the Yale 
Institute of Sacred Music, studying organ with Thomas Murray.  Prior to attending Yale, he graduated with a 
Bachelor of Music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia where he studied with John Weaver.  
Following initial studies with his father David, his principal teacher during his high school years was James 
Bigham, Music Director at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, in Buffalo, NY. 
 
In 2012, Mr. Cowan joined the keyboard faculty of the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University, where he is 
Professor of Organ and head of the organ program.  He is additionally Organist and Artist-in-Residence at 
Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church in Houston, TX.  Previous positions have included Associate Professor of 
Organ at Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton, NJ, where he was awarded the 2008 Rider 
University Distinguished Teaching Award, and Associate Organist and Artist-in-Residence at Saint Bartholomew’s 
Church in New York City. 
 

Bradley Hunter Welch is hailed as “A world-class virtuoso” (The American Organist) and 
“an expert at defining darks, lights, shadows and colors,” (Birmingham News, Alabama) 
and is increasingly in demand as a recitalist, concerto soloist, and collaborative artist. He 
is the 2003 First Place winner of the Dallas International Organ Competition and was also 
awarded the Audience Prize for the second time, having previously won it in 2000. He has 
been a featured artist at three conventions of the American Guild of Organists, and made 
his European debut in France performing in the Chartres Organ Festival.  

 
Dr. Welch has taught at Southern Methodist University and Baylor University. He was Director of Music & Arts at 
Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, TX, from 2009-2014. He currently devotes his attention to a 
thriving solo concert career, his numerous performances with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and as Artist-in-
Residence at Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas.  
 
A native of Knoxville, TN, Bradley holds the Doctor of Musical Arts, Master of Musical Arts, and Master of Music 
degrees, as well as the coveted Artist Diploma from Yale University where he studied with Thomas Murray and 
Martin Jean. He also holds the Bachelor of Music degree magna cum laude from Baylor University where he 
studied with Joyce Jones. Dr. Welch continues his study of organ and piano technique with Sheila Paige.  
 
In 2016, he released a CD, entitled “Dynamic Duo,” of large-scale orchestral transcriptions with duo-organist Ken 
Cowan on the Pro Organo label.  
      
"To invoke an old Southern expression, Bradley Hunter Welch plays the organ like nobody's business. Between 
the virtuosity of the playing and the easy going spoken commentary, he also proved that 'entertainer' and 
'organist' needn't be mutually exclusive. It would be hard to play Widor any better than this....splendidly idiomatic 
and communicative." (Dallas Morning News)  



November 

3 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. Meal Packing Event - 

Fellowship Hall 

4 All Saints Day 

7  Healing Service at SAW 

10/11 Women of the ELCA Thank Offering 

weekend 

11 11:45 a.m. Congregation Meeting - Nave 

16/17/18 Youth Group Retreat 

17/18 Commitment & Try-A-Tithe Weekend                

18  12:00 p.m. Every Member Birthday  

 Dinner – Fellowship Hall 

21 No SAW 

21 7:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Eve 

Service - Emmanuel UCC 

22/23 Church Office Closed - Happy Thanks-

giving! 

    

December  

1 9:00-11:00 a.m. Cookie Walk –  

 Fellowship Hall 

2 12:00 p.m. Advent Social -  

 Fellowship Hall 

7 6:00 p.m. Discovery Place 

Christmas Program – Fellowship Hall 

8/9 Winterfest - Synod event for youth 

8 Trip to Longwood Gardens - time to be 

determined 

9 3:00-5:30 p.m. Hanging of the Greens, 

dinner at 5:00 

16 9:15-10:15 a.m. Children’s Christmas 

Pageant – Fellowship Hall 

16 2-4:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling to  

 Shut-Ins 

16 6-8:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Christmas Party 

22/23 Regular worship schedule 

24 Church Office closes at Noon 

 

24 Christmas Eve Services: 

 6:00 p.m. Family Service 

 7:45 Nativity Recital 

 8:00 Candlelight Communion 

 10:30  Nativity Recital 

 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Carol Service 

 

25 & 26 Church Office Closed -  

Merry Christmas! 

30 11:45 a.m. Unhanging of the Greens 

31 Church Office Closes at Noon  

31 7:00 p.m. Mini-Ministers Puppet 

Show – Fellowship Hall         

 

 

 

January - 2019 
1 Church Office Closed - Happy New 

Year! 

18 7:00 p.m. Joseph Martin Concert (by 

free ticket) 

19  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Hal Leonard 

 Workshop 

26 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  Women’s Re-

treat (Upper Room) 

 

 
 

February 2019 

10 2-4 p.m. Puppet Marathon –  

 Fellowship Hall 

14 6:00 p.m. Travel Presentation for Ire-

land trip – Fellowship Hall 

Calendar of Special Events 



7 Youth help with Senior member dinner & Pole  

 Steeple Hike 
 
13 Bus trip to Sight and Sound theater to see “Jesus” 

leaving at 1 p.m., dinner and 7 p.m. performance – 

sign-up sheet in the Gathering Place 
 
21 1:00 p.m. CROP Walk - South  

 Western High School 

 

21 4:00 p.m. Duo Organist Concert, Ken Cowen and 

Bradley Hunter Welch, Organists - By free ticket 
  
27 8:00 a.m. Fall Foliage Train Ride - sign 

up in the Gathering Place (not many 

spaces left!) 

 

28 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 275th Anniversary  

 Celebration – Bishop Dunlop to preach 

29 6:00-8:00 p.m. Trunk or Treat - church parking lot 

October Highlights!    

Join the fun and fellowship ♥ 

 
The Rev. Kathryn Schroeder, M. Div., Pastor,  

717-321-0614 (cell) 

The Rev. Arthur L. Ruths, D.D., Pastor Emeritus  

The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, Cong. Visitation Pastor 

The Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Cong. Visitation Pastor 

Deacon Jan M. Davis, Minister of Christian Education 

Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music 

Cody Danner, Seminarian 
 

30 West Chestnut Street 

Hanover, PA  17331 
 

Phone: 717-637-7101 

Fax: 717-637-4961 

Email: info@stmattlutheran.org 

www.stmattlutheran.org 


