
I am writing this article on July 5, so 
this week I have been thinking a lot 
about what it means to be free and 
how grateful I am to have happened 
to be born in this great country.  The 
words inscribed at the base of Lady 
Liberty, a symbol of our freedom, of-
ten remind me of the ideals our coun-
try was founded on.  Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free; the 
wretched refuse of your teeming 
shore. Send these, the homeless, 
tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door!  
 
With that in mind, I’d like to tell you a 
story about a 38 years old woman 
who I recently read about.  Alexandra 
was born in 1980 in Houston after 
her parents moved there from India.  
Seeking better job opportunities, her 
father made the decision to move to 
Minneapolis in 1987.  Her mother 
was 8 ½ months pregnant with Alex-
andra’s little brother.   
 
Minneapolis was much different than 
Houston; it was much colder than 
what they were used to and it was 
not as diverse.  Their new home was 
in a mostly white working-class 
neighborhood.  Within the very first 
week after moving in, they received a 
visit from their neighbor.  When Alex-
andra’s mother opened the door, she 
saw a husky woman named Carol 
Olsen with a huge smile, rosy cheeks 
2 holding a pie and welcoming this 
new family into the neighborhood.  
Carol’s kindness, they soon learned, 

was a gesture of genuine welcome. 
After Alexandra’s mother delivered 
her new baby, Carol came over fre-
quently with things like meatloaf and 
lasagna.  If either Alexandra’s mother 
or Carol needed a cup of sugar, a lit-
tle milk, a ride, or as was the case 
with Alexandra’s mom, to learn to 
drive or to learn how to manage the 
snow, they were there for each other.  
Carol simply wasn’t afraid of these 
strange-looking people who moved in 
next door.   
 
Alexandra befriended Carol’s daugh-
ter, who was about the same age.  
Carol taught Alexandra how to bake, 
she would talk about her family and 
their traditions, she would invite these 
new neighbors to family gatherings 2 
and Alexandra’s mother did the same.  
Carol learned to make Indian food, 
learned about Indian customs and 
tried on Indian clothes.  These two 
families shared a part of who they 
were and became fast friends.  Alex-
andra describes her family’s friend-
ship with the Olsen’s as “A bridge; a 
connection that had the power to knit 
together a community, a city, a state 
and a country. “  So, Alexandra calls 
us to remember, especially on Inde-
pendence Day, that our country 
stands for freedom.  Free to BE who-
ever you want, free to SAY what you 
believe and, even if we don’t agree 
with you, we will fight for your right to 
say it.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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From Pastor Schroeder’s Desk:  (Continued from page 
1) 
 
The faithful who first immigrated to America chose to 
declare independence from Great Britain for many 
reasons, but all of them had one significant thing in 
common: freedom.  Freedom gives to all the tired, 
poor, and huddled masses yearning to breathe free 
the inalienable right in this great country, to make 
something of themselves, regardless of gender, race 
or religion.  We ALL need to protect this right, be-
cause if we don’t, who are we?  

 
Be the Carol Olsen in someone’s life 2 and be who 
you are meant to be as an American AND a child of 
God.  Amen. 
 
 
I WANT TO THANK YOU AGAIN for 
honoring me as you did on June 10 for 
the occasion of the 35th anniversary of 
my ordination.  I very much appreciate 
the well wishes, cards, gifts and congre-
gational gift leading towards a future trip.  
That day was very special to me and will long be re-
membered.  God bless you all.  – Pastor Yeiser 

 
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE involved who participated in the service for 
our sister Sue Bollinger Hoffman on June 9.  Pastor Kate, Scott Fredericks, Helen 
Smith, Steve Bell, Martha Hempfing, Doug West, and the women who served lunch, 
please accept our heartfelt gratitude for helping us put together a beautiful tribute and 
celebration of Sue’s life. 
 
Many Blessings, 
Roy, Jill and Jan Bollinger 
 
 

To all of you committee chairs and committee members . . . As amazing as it seems, 
it's time to think about next year's budget.  Be prepared to come up with your proposals 
after All Committee night, August 14, since most committees will not have met in July.  We 
are asking for submission to the church office, Sharon Bollinger or Terry Badman by Sun-
day, August 19.  The financial folks need some time to pull everything together to present 
at the September 11 Finance Committee meeting.  Please consider if you have any new 
ideas/plans/trips. Include those cost items in your budgets.  Any questions you may have 

should be directed to Sharon, Terry Badman or David Kurtz Jr. 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Social Ministry will be collecting bags of individual serving size foods for Ruth’s 
Harvest for our “God’s Work, Our Hands” day of service this year.  Ruth’s Harvest 
supplies free weekend bags consisting of six meals and various snacks for ele-
mentary school children in the Hanover School District.  Children are eligible for 
this bag if they participate in the free and reduced lunch program.  We will be plac-
ing empty grocery bags around the community on September 8, returning to pick 
up the filled bags on September 22.  We will also have bags and information for 
church members.  If you have questions, call Andrea Hersh, 717-968-7094. 

PASTORAL ACTS 

May 16 - July 15, 2018 
 

Baptism  
June 24 - Abel Henry Jackson, son of Keith and Summer 
Jackson, with sponsors Gage Grogran and Nicole Bev-
erly 

 
Weddings  

June 16 - Justin and Ashley (Zumbrum) Peterman 
 

Deaths 
May 16 - Sue Hoffman     May 22 - Mary (Mitzi) Cookerly 

May 23 - Philip E. Bealing  May 28 - Lee C. Miller 

 
 
2018 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SEMINARIANS appeal 
results:  Our appeal to provide money for scholarships at 
United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg ended on May 
31 without the Parish Education Committee reaching 
their goal of $3,000. This is the first time in 3 years that 
we were not able to reach our goal.  Eleven wonderful 
people gave $660.  Church Council authorized a gift of 
$1,000 for a total of $1,660 to be sent to the seminary.  
Thank you to all who helped our seminarians afford their 
seminary studies. 



A SUMMER BOOK STUDY is being of-
fered through August 19.  There is still 
time to join the group. The book is called 
“Stranger God, Meeting Jesus in Dis-
guise” by Richard Beck. It talks of ex-
panding our circle of affection to ALL 
God’s children as Christ commands us. 
The book will be provided for all those 
interested. To order a book, please con-
tact Mike or Jan Davis at jdavis-
aim@stmattlutheran.org or 717-637-
7101.  
  

COVER TO COVER’S  next 
book will be “Braving the Wil-
derness” by Brene Brown. 
We will meet on Monday, 
October 1, 7:00 p.m. in the 
church library for our discus-

sion.  A copy is in the church library.  
From Amazon--Brown redefines what it 
means to truly belong in an age of in-
creased polarization. With her trademark 
mix of research, storytelling, and hon-
esty, Brown will again change the cul-
tural conversation while mapping a clear 
path to true belonging. 
 
A CHILDREN’S SERMON will be offered 
during both services on 
Sunday, August 19.   All 
children in the sixth grade 
and younger are encour-
aged to come forward to 
hear God’s word spoken 
especially for them.   
 
CYBER WOMEN usually meet the 3rd 
Monday of each month at Panera,  7:00 
to 8:00 p.m.  Our next meeting will be 
August 20.  We use the on-line maga-
zine, Café, to start our conversation.  
You may find it at www.boldcafe.org.  
Women of all ages are welcome!   
 

Children’s 

Choir  

registration 

forms  
will be mailed to 

all children of the 

church.  

The forms are due 

back to the church 

office by  

September 11. 
If you did not  

receive one, 

please contact the 

church office. 

 

If your child has 

never been in the 

choir, please con-

sidering having 

them join us.  It is 

a wonderful way 

for children to be 

involved in our 

worship services 

and become a part 

of our church 

family.  Please 

contact Scott 

Fredericks if you 

have any ques-

tions,  

717-637-7101, 

ext. 235. 

ST. MATT’S LUNCH-OUT  
will be at Infinito’s on 
Thursday, August 9.  Eve-
ryone is invited for casual 
conversation with friends.  
We meet at 11:45 (it’s OK 
if you are bit late) and stay as long as 
we want.  Infinito’s has a large buffet 
with pizzas with many different top-
pings, a salad bar and dessert pizzas 
and cinnamon rolls.  You won’t leave 
hungry!    
  

YOUTH GROUP is 
for all 7th through 12th 
graders. This summer 
we are meeting every 
Tuesday evening 

from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. We might be 
kayaking or mini-golf or hanging out in 
the Youth Suite.  Come ready for ac-
tion—leave the flip flops at home!  Tim 
will send out a special text each week 
to let you know where to be and what 
time.  If you’re not on the text chain, 
please let the Pecks know so you are in 
the know!   Youth Group Alumni are 
invited to join in all our summer events!   
 
RALLY DAY is 
September 9, 9:15 
to 10:15 in our 
Sunday School 
rooms for children 
and in Fellowship 
Hall for adults.  
We’ll be continuing 
our celebration of 
our 275th anniversary as we go back in 
time to live as the pioneers did!  All chil-
dren in the 6th grade and younger 
should watch the mail for more details.  
More to come in the next Messenger!   
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS for our 7th 
and 8th graders will begin on Sunday, 
September 16 with an orientation meet-
ing with parents and youth from 9:15 to 
10:15.  Please mark your calendars 
now so you will be able to with us!  



AN EVENING OF HEALING: 

We are offering an evening of 
healing on Wednesday,  
August 1, for our SAW worship 
service.    
In essence, at this service all 
who sense the need for God’s 
healing in any aspect of their 
lives may join in prayer for others and them-
selves.  Each person may also come to receive a 
word of blessing and prayer, and even receive a 
physical gesture of healing through the laying on of 
hands. You may also light a candle in memory or re-
membrance of a loved one or friend who may be in 
need of healing.  We lift up and celebrate God’s 
presence with strength and comfort in the time of suf-
fering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and 
God’s love embodied in the community of 
faith.  Please come and join us for this very special 
service.   
 
Please join us for any or all parts of our SAW eve-
ning of healing. Dinner begins at 5:45 and we ask 
you to sign up at the Hospitality Desk or call the 
church office by Monday, July 30. The activities por-
tion begins at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall, with the Heal-
ing service beginning at 7:15 p.m. in the Nave.   
 
 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MOTIONS 

April 24, 2018  
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of the March 27, 
2018 meeting; passed. 
 
MOTION from Finance:  To approve the March Spe-
cial Needs request of $2,000 for World Hunger and 
$1,000 for SpiriTrust, along with an additional re-
quest of $1,000 for Scholarships for Seminarians and 
$1,000 for Mercy Ship (Pastor Yeiser referral); 
passed. 
 
Motion from Stewardship:  To rescind the January 
motion that Legacy for Lent monies of $1,500 be 
given to Parish Ministry; passed. 
 
Motion from Stewardship:  That Legacy for Lent 
monies of $1,500 be distributed equally to LWR for 
goats, and to the youth from St. Matthew attending 
the National Youth Gathering in Houston; passed. 
 
MOTION: To adjourn, by Linda Sanders; seconded 
by Deb Redding; passed. 

CHURCH COUNCIL MOTIONS 

May 22, 2018  
 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of the April 24, 2018 
meeting; passed. 
 
MOTION from Finance: To approve the April Special 
Needs request of $2,000 for World Hunger and $1,000 for 
SpiriTrust, along with an additional request of $500 for 
Tender Care Pregnancy Center, $500 for God’s Meal Bar-
rel, $1,000 for Golden Visions, and $2,000 for Lutheran 
Camping SCPA for a grand total request of $7,000; 
passed. 
 
MOTION from Finance: To approve and apply for a no-
fee organizational credit card account at People’s Bank 
requiring the balance to be paid monthly with a $20,000 
credit limit and a total of five credit cards be issued, one 
each to Pastor Yeiser, Pastor Kate, Jan Davis, Steve Bell, 
and a trusted individual from the youth group; passed. 
 
MOTION from Property: To accept the proposal from AL 
Fence Co. of $3,190 for a 4’ high, aluminum, picket-style 
fence with three gates, and a top rail to prevent injuries; 
passed. 
 
MOTION:  To approve May 13th new members Gordon 
Beyer & Autumn Murray, Richard & Aleta Bowling, Steve & 
Susan Brokenshire, Barbara Burkman, Brian & Tommi 
Fett, Richard Heistand, and The Rev. Nancy Werner by 
Jeremy Bucher, seconded by Debbie Riddle; passed. 
 
MOTION:  To approve May 20th confirmands Connor Bow-
man, Lea Coppola, Hunter Crabbs, Alyssa Diehl, Bryan 
Doll (in memoriam), Adam Farmer, Jonathan Huston, 
Aaron Smith, Wyatt Stambaugh, Cole Warner by David 
Kurtz, seconded by Doug Stambaugh; passed. 
 
MOTION:  To approve scholarships of up to half of the 
$180 registration fee for women from St. Matthew who 
would like to attend the Women of the ELCA fall retreat at 
Camp Hebron by Kit Curlen, seconded by Linda Sanders; 
passed.  
 
MOTION:  To approve additions to the Child Protection 
Policy:  4) Active visitor for six months or employee of Dis-
covery Place Preschool, 5) Other exceptions may be made 
at the discretion of the pastors or Minister of Christian Edu-
cation by Child Protection Task Force, to be effective for 
VBS this year by Laurel Bell, seconded by Nancy Leister; 
passed. 
 
MOTION:  To approve 2018 Scholarship Committee mem-
bers Doris Deitzel, Carroll Granger, Barbara Eisenhart, 
Claudia Clemens, Louise Kauffman, Randy Kline, Debra 
Anker, Penny Ritter, Pastor Faye Snyder by Nancy Leister, 
seconded by Lori Unger; passed. 
 
MOTION: To adjourn, by Linda Sanders; seconded by 
David Kurtz; passed. 



NOTICE SOMETHING MISSING? A few letters may not seem like a 
big deal, but for patients who need A, B and O blood types—it’s life and 
death.  Imagine if someone you love needed a blood type that was 
missing from hospital shelves. Blood donations drop off dramatically 
during the summer months, so we've scheduled a blood drive for Mon-
day, August 27 from 12:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to help meet 
this critical need for blood.   

 
Appointments for both whole blood donations and Power Red donations will be available at this drive. Power 
Red donors have type O, B negative or A negative blood and must meet certain health criteria.  Power Red 
donors give a concentrated dose of red blood cells during a single donation, allowing them to maximize their 
impact. During this type of donation, red blood cells are separated from other blood components, and the 
plasma and platelets are safely and comfortably returned to the donor. Of course, you may schedule to make 
a whole blood donation if you prefer. 
 
There are several ways for you to make your appointment:  Signup sheet in the Gathering Place, visit 
www.redcrossblood.org, call 1-800-Red-Cross, contact Barb Thomas at 717-586-7047 or 
barbmthomas@comcast.net.Please encourage your family, friends and co-workers to become donors too. 
Together, let's roll up our sleeves and save some lives this summer. 

THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE is pleased to announce the following scholar-
ships which have been awarded to outstanding students of St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church: 
  
Courtney Peck - Peck Family Scholarship - Concord Law School 
Riley Smith - Dr. George & Lela Stauffer Scholarship - Penn State University                         
Kaitlyn Peck - Dr. George & Lela Stauffer Scholarship - Penn State University 
Daniel Mack - Dr. George & Lela Stauffer Scholarship - Wilkes University 
Courtney Luckenbaugh - Fairy Straley Scholarship - Bloomsburg University 
Paige Bell - Fairy Straley Scholarship - Marywood University 
Madison Maloney - Fairy Straley Scholarship - Lebanon Valley College 
Rebekah Thomas - J.H. Ehlers Scholarship - Luther Seminary 
Lindsay Fadenrecht - Nace Scholarship - West Chester University 
 
The Scholarship Committee wishes each one of the applicants much success in their studies and God’s 
blessings for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 
Thanks to the Scholarship Committee: Doris Deitzel, Randy Kline, Louise Kauffman,  Penny Ritter, Clau-
dia Clemens, Diane Hoffman-Neail, Debra Anker, Barbara Eisenhart and Pastor Kate. 
 
 

 
 

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON.COM?  Did you know that if you shop at 
Smile.Amazon.com, instead – which is the exact same website as the 
regular Amazon site – that a portion of the dollar amount of your total 
purchase benefits the charity of your choice?  Do you further know that 

the Hanover Area Council of Churches (HACC) is one of the qualified charities?  So, if 
you would like to donate to HACC painlessly, please go to Smile.Amazon.com, use your 
regular Amazon login, choose a charity, and shop like you usually do, knowing that a per-
centage of the dollars you spend will be put to good use! 



IN-GATHERING FOR  

GETTYSBURG SEMINARY  

FOOD BANK 
 

The Lower Susquehanna Synodical Women of the ELCA are holding 
their 31st Annual Convention on August 18, at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, in Carlisle. At that time they will be having their annual in-
gathering to benefit the Gettysburg Seminary Food Bank. 
 

It’s estimated that nearly 80% of the residential and commuter students now utilize the food pan-
try. There are families that find this opportunity invaluable as the cost of living increases.  The 
current cost of attendance at Gettysburg Seminary is around $40,000 annually. Tuition for full-
time students is $16,000 for one academic year. Room and board can vary depending on family 
size but ranges from $3600/yr for a dorm room to between $600 to $975/month for apartments 
and townhouses. 
 
Suggestions for in-gathering: Canned soup (no tomato soup or Ramen noodles). The seminari-
ans and their families (many are married with families) really appreciate receiving gift cards from 
Giant, Weis Markets and Walmart. In addition we are collecting recyclable bags for pantry use, to 
be used again when visiting the pantry (not the plastic type). A representative of the seminary will 
be at the convention to take the gift cards as well as other items back to Gettysburg. 
 
Gift cards and items will be collected thru August 12. You may drop off your donations in col-
lection boxes (marked Seminary Food Pantry) located in the elevator lobby and the church office.  
Please take gift cards to the church office and mark them for the Gettysburg Seminary Food 
Bank.   
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 

DISCOVERY PLACE PRESCHOOL IS GROWING!  We are so pleased to be offering a 
NEW 5-morning Pre-K class this fall.  This means our staff must also expand.  We are 
looking for BOTH a Lead Teacher and an Assistant Teacher to fill our staffing needs: 
individuals who are creative, caring, love teaching young children, and enjoy working col-
laboratively in a team environment.  All interested candidates should submit a letter of in-
terest and resume immediately, as we are actively working to fill these positions as soon 
as possible this summer. 
 
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is continuing, with many classes nearly full.  We also still have 
room in our Summer Discovery day-camps. Registration forms can be found at the church office and on 
the church website at www.stmattlutheran.org/preschool. Please spread the word and help us fill our 
classes!  Share our preschool information with friends and family and “like” our Facebook page, which helps 
us become more visible throughout the community as we gain more “Friends.” 
 
Cheerfully in Christ, 
                                                        
Martha Lobaugh, Director                      Email: discoveryplace@stmattlutheran.org 
Office 717-637-1864  

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER second trip to see the Jesus performance will be Sat-
urday, October 13, 2018, 7 p.m. performance.  More details to follow.   
 
YORK REVOLUTION:  We now have vouchers for any 2018 home game.  $14 in-
cludes the $5 food voucher and ticket.  Call Steve Bell or the church office for details. 
 

ALL ABOARD!  Join us for a scenic Western Maryland Railroad fall foliage ride on  Saturday, October 27.  
The train leaves the Cumberland, Maryland, station at 11:30 a.m. and will go to Frostburg, Maryland, and will 
return to Cumberland at 3 p.m.   There will be two options - the dinner car which will provide a meal or you 
can ride the regular car with no meal.  More details to follow.   



 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT AT THE FUNNEL NOW 

As you know, St. Matthew will be hosting our next Bi-Annual Hanover Area Commu-

nity Meal Packing Event on Saturday, November 3, 2018.  Seems like a long way 

off, but it is never too early to start planning.  If you would like to 

reserve a spot at a funnel or make a donation, visit 

events.stophungernow.org/SMLC18. You can register for one or 

both of our packing sessions and start us on our way of reaching 

our goal of raising $29,000 so we can pack 100,000 meals. We 

are also still looking for help on a steering committee to plan the 

event.  If you have questions or want to volunteer send an email to 

meal-packing@stmattlutheran.org or follow the links from our website home page 

(www.stmattlutheran.org). 

The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pastor     
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