
“And you shall hallow the fiftieth year 
and you shall proclaim liberty 
throughout the land to all its inhabi-
tants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you 
shall return, every one of you, to your 
property and every one of you to your 
family.”           Leviticus 25:10(NRSV) 

 
The "year of jubilee" in ancient Israel 
provided the opportunity for impover-
ished people who had given up their 
lands and sold themselves into slav-
ery to be restored to their families, 
their lands, and their former lives.   
For these people, the jubilee year 
erased the conditions of the present 
and restored the conditions of the 
past, before the tragedies and misfor-
tunes and economic conditions and 
bad decisions that had brought them 
low.   The idea was that an economic 
and social balance would be re-
stored, that those citizens who had 
become poor would be restored to 
more prosperity and that those who 
had become rich would have to give 
up their slaves and some of their 
land.   In this way every fifty years, 
the people were charged to, as the 
King James version has it, "proclaim 
liberty throughout the land unto all 
the inhabitants thereof." 
  
This charge to the ancient people of 
Israel is inscribed on the Liberty Bell, 
an iconic symbol of our own Ameri-
can people.  In our present time and 
in our present society, the jubilee 
message of restoring the balance is 
one that we still have a great need to 

hear.  In our lifetimes, the distance 
between those who have much and 
those who have little has widened 
greatly. Millions are trapped in 
wrenching poverty with no hope of 
escape.   We may not legally enslave 
one another, but many of us are eco-
nomically enslaved, politically en-
slaved, emotionally enslaved, and 
spiritually enslaved to unjust systems 
and to ways of thinking and living that 
are wildly out of balance.   Our com-
munal life and our societal discourse 
sometimes seem irrational and erratic 
to me; another term for that is 
"unbalanced." 
  
Does your own life ever feel out of 
balance?  Do you ever feel 
"enslaved" to powers or stresses or 
situations beyond your control?   So 
do I.  That's why it's so important for 
us to listen to and to obey God's 
charge to "proclaim liberty throughout 
the land," even to ourselves, from all 
the things we need to be liberated 
from: stress, anger, pain, guilt, debt, a 
desire for vengeance, the desires of 
greed, the continuing temptation to 
choose the wrong.   But it is also im-
portant to remember that we need as 
a whole people to listen to God's call-
ing to restore the balance.  The jubi-
lee year freed individual people to 
return to their homes and their fami-
lies… but it did that for the good of 
the whole society.   So much of our 
societal discourse, especially our po-
litical rhetoric, focuses on the best... 
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From Pastor Matt (Continued from page 1)  
 
...or easiest or most profitable thing for "you" as an individual, with little or no regard for the whole society and its 
needs.   The jubilee message shows us a different way: we are called to restore balance to the whole land, the 
whole people.  Paul quotes Exodus 16:18 in this way: "The one who had much did not have too much, and the 
one who had little did not have too little." (2 Corinthians 8:15)  May it be so with us... may we work to make it so.   
May we reach out in friendship to help the less fortunate.  May we be able to see when those around us are in 
need in any way, shape, or form.  May we, as a congregation and as individual members of the body of Christ, 
work to support and strengthen and affirm and love each other in this coming year... may it be our St. Matthew 
"year of jubilee"! 

  
Serve! Whatever shape and direction our ministries take us, they are all, ultimately, service. That is, it is not for 

our own benefit and interest that we labor, but for people around us. We do what we are instructed. 
  
The Lord! Matthew 25 tells us when we serve the least of God’s people, we are serving Jesus himself. In all our 

service, therefore, we serve God! 
  
Thanks be to God! We are thankful for all we have received: for our faith, for the honor of being called and sent, 
for the privilege of serving the one true God. For all these things the only attitude is one of gratitude. 
  
-Rob Blezard, editor and webmaster 
Copyright (c) 2004, the Rev. Robert Blezard, www.stewardshipoflife.org. Used by permission. 

The Blessing of the Animals 
 

A special outside service on Sunday, October 1 at 2 P.M. 
All are invited to attend with or without a pet. 

 
St. Francis of Assisi, whose day is traditionally celebrated on October 4 in the church year, was a person who 
had a wonderful connection to nature, animals and the beauty of God’s creation. 

 
St. Matthew will continue the tradition begun several years ago of blessing our members’ pets.  This will be done 
at 2 P.M. on the grassy area behind the church. Please be sure to bring anything necessary for your pet to enjoy 
the time together (leash or crate, scooper bags.)  There will be a short outside worship service followed by light 
refreshments. Come and sing “All Creatures of our God and King,” and “This Is My Father’s 
World,” and give thanks for all God’s wondrous gifts! 
 
Our pets bring much joy to us. Their unconditional love and companionship enriches our lives. 
Caring for animals also helps teach children responsibility and aids in their socialization. Invite 
your friends to join in this colorful event. 

Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
  

The words above, familiar to millions of Lutherans as the sending prayer to conclude 
weekly worship, shine brilliantly in their simplicity and power. The prayer captures the 
essence of our discipleship response to the Gospel: 
  
Go! We are active, not static. And neither are we stationary. Our mission calls us to 
venture outside our churches, beyond our personal space, outside our comfort zones. 
We go wherever God sends us. 
 
In peace! Faith conquers needless fears and unreasonable worry. God clears our 

vision, wipes away our tears, and gives us confidence and strength. 

CHECK OUT OUR REDESIGNED and updated website at www.stmatthlutheran.org.   

Thank you to Kathi Keefauver for her hard work in updating the site! 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://www.stmatthlutheran.org/


BUILDING UP THE BODY OF 
CHRIST 

THROUGH GIFTS OF  
TIME AND TALENT IN 2008 

 
ROMANS 12:4 
  “For as in one body we 
have many members, and 
not all the members have 
the same function, so we, 
who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and indi-
vidually we are members 
one of another.ò 
 

Stewardship Through  
Time and Talent 

 
      Have you seen the stewardship 
theme presentation in the display case 
in the hallway outside Fellowship Hall? It 
highlights all of the time and talent 
shared in St. Matthew. Look for your 
own picture. The pictures show activities 
that build up the body of Christ here in 
St. Matthew. 

The Stewardship Committee is look-
ing forward to the best return of Time 
and Talent sheets that we have ever 
had. Over the past three years we have 
been working to have a response that 
would make it easy to fulfill all of the vol-
unteer work for ministry at St. Matthew. 
To be quite honest, there have been dif-
ficulties. An explanation of those difficul-
ties is on the insert in the Time and Tal-
ent Survey 2008 mailing.  

The Time and Talent Survey is not 
an exhaustive list of every volunteer ac-
tivity that takes place. This survey cen-
ters on services needed during the 
whole year and on services that involve 
the whole congregation. There are short- 
term activities for which extra help is 
needed. These are activities that involve 
a few people to get something done in 
one or two evenings or days. Chances 
to volunteer for these activities will be 
highlighted in the Messenger and bulle-

tins with contact people designated. 
Please return your Time and Talent Sur-
vey by Sunday, October 7, 2007.  

 

Return  

Information 

Sheets 
 
Please return 
your Member-
ship Information 
sheets to the 
office or in one 
of the boxes in 
the church by 
 

Sunday, 
September 23. 

 
This is the first 
step in trying to 
update the St. 
Matthew data-
base. We are tak-
ing great strides 
to make correc-
tions, but the of-
fice can only be 
as correct as 
what the informa-
tion supplied to us 
is correct and 
complete. If you 
help us in this first 
attempt, you will 
save us extra 
work. 
 
We will record the 
fact that we have 
received a form 
from you to pre-
vent getting in 
touch with you 
again unless we 
have a question 
about your infor-
mation. 
 

Thank you  
for your  

cooperation in 
this important 

task. 
 

The Office Staff 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN  the Girl 
Scout Troops of St. Matthew  
Lutheran Church, please contact Janice 
Peck, Troop Organizer.   
 
The age groups are:  
Daisy – 5 years old or Kindergarten 
Brownie – 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade 
Junior – 4th, 5th or 6th grade 
Teen Troop – 7th, 8th or 9th grade; and  
Teen Troop – 10th, 11th or 12th grade 
   
We are also looking for a 
Daisy Leader (K) and 
Teen Advisor for 10th, 
11th and 12th grade.  Join 
us for exciting and fun 
things to do!  

BIBLES will be presented to our third 
graders on Sunday, September 23 dur-
ing the 10:30 a.m. service.  Jan Davis 
will offer a children’s sermon for all chil-
dren through the sixth grade.  It will con-
clude with an invitation to our third grad-
ers’ parents to join us at the baptismal 
font where they will fulfill the baptismal 
promise to “put the Scriptures into their 
hands.”  Families will then move to Fel-
lowship Hall for a brief introduction to 
their Bibles during the regular sermon 
time.  We look forward to this exciting 
day! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL had a great “kick-
off” with our Rally Day celebration on 
September 9.  Thank you to all our 
teachers and other friends of Sunday 
School who put together such creative 
and fun ways for us to be introduced to 
our classes this fall.   We also appreci-
ated everyone who baked cookies and 
other treats and those who served them.  
And thanks to everyone who visited our 
celebration.  We hope you enjoyed being 
“built up in the body of Christ!” 
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BODY-BUILDING ISNôT A ONE SHOT DEAL.  We all need to continue to stretch 

and work-out to keep in shape.  Sunday School is a great way to stretch and work-out your 
faith!  We use our minds and hearts to hear God’s Word and to keep growing in faith.  We hear 
the great stories of the Bible which teach us about God’s love for us and how God’s people 
responded many years ago.  We listen to our own stories of how God acts in 
our lives today and we get inspired to live out our faith. 

   Sunday School begins with our two year olds (must be 2 by September 1) and continues 
through high school and adult classes.  Our very dedicated teachers welcome new members 
to their classes every week, so it is never too late to begin your “work-out routine” to build up in 
the body of Christ!  Our Sunday School classes meet from 9-10 a.m. every Sunday! 
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30 West Chestnut Street 
Hanover, PA  17331 
 

Phone: 717-637-7101 
Fax: 717-637-4961 
Email: info@stmattlutheran.org 

www.stmattlutheran.org 
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The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pastor    634-4025 (cell phone), 793-8059 (Home) 

The Rev. Matthew B. Pensinger, M. Div., Associate Pastor   253-1132 (Cell)  
The Rev. Frederick S. Weiser, S.T.M., Support Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, and The Rev. Jack R. Hoffman, Cong. Visitation Pastors 
The Rev. Fred Shilling,  Religious Consultant 

Miss Jan M. Davis, A.i.M., Minister of Christian Education 
Mr. Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music 

Mrs. Karen L. Buckwalter, A.i.M.,  Associate Minister of Music 



SAW WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, September 26, 2007 

 

7:15 p.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Ushers:  Team 2  (2 Ushers) 
Acolytes:  Joe Nelson 
Preparers: Barb Stetter 
Courier:  Richard Trostle 
 

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

Saturday, September 29, 2007 
 

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Service Assist: Greg and Cathy Frock  
Musician:  Deb Smith, Madison Maloney    
Comm. Assist/Courier:  Schedule to be Completed - Need 2 
Refreshments: Jim, Doreen and Tim Rummel  
Emergency Person: Georgene Hull   
 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST 
Sunday, September 30, 2007 

 

7:45 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  God Will Take Care of You (Sara & Hannah Myers) 
Greeters:  Harold and Anna May Shaffer 
  Lynda Sheffer and Kathy Smith   
Info/Hosp. Desk: Dolores Yohe 
Ushers:  Jim Menges, Team 8 
Acolytes:  Brandon Shaffer, Andy Zimmerman,  
     Luke Zimmerman 
Lector:  Marilou Erb 
Message in Song: Thanksong (Chancel Choir with Bobbi Little, Flute) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Carolyn Stambaugh, Terry Schlitzer  
Preparers: Peggy Warner, Dolores Yohe 
Emergency Person: Carolyn Markle  
 

9:00 a.m.  SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
Librarian:  Nina Clark 
 
10:05 a.m.  WELCOME PLACE - Connie Granger, Lynn Fiery and 
              Barb Rupp 
 
10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  God Will Take Care of You (Sara & Hannah Myers) 
Greeters:  Mitzi Cookerly and David Cover 
  Sherry Crouse and Marlene Donsen  
Info/Hosp. Desk: Pam Cashman 
Ushers:  Team 7 (Youth)  
Acolytes:  BriAnna Myers, Zech Myers, Mike Nelson 
Lector:  Christine Peck 
Message in Song: Thanksong (Sanctuary Choir with  
     Bobbi Little, Flute) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Nancy Leister, Need 4 Assistants   
Preparers: Erika Kovacevic, Sally Yelland 
Child Care: Shelly and Ashley Zumburm 
Van Drivers: Jody and Debra Ruhlman 
Emergency Person: Dr. Wayne Phillips   
Initial Visitor: Barb Markle 
Flower Delivery: Bobby Malkus 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Monday, September 24 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 1:00-3:00 p.m.  W/ELCA Afternoon Craft Group (Room 204)  
 6:30-9:00 p.m.  Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troops 701, 722, 770 
 7:00 p.m.  Stephen Ministers (Upper Room)  
          
Tuesday, September 25 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
 2:30-4:00 p.m.  Pastorsô Meeting 
 4:30-5:15 p.m.  Primary Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 5:20-6:05 p.m.  Cherub Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 6:00-8:00 p.m.   Cub Scouts Pack Meeting  
   
Wednesday, September 26 
 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 4:30-5:20 p.m.  Junior Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 5:30-6:05 p.m.  Pre-School Music Makers 
 5:45-6:30 p.m.  SAW - Supper 
 6:30-7:15 p.m.  SAW - Activities 
 7:15-8:00 p.m.  SAW - Worship 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts (Gym Time) 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir (Rehearsal Room)  
 

Thursday, September 27 

 6:00-7:00 .a.m.  Menôs Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact) 
 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
    NO St. Matthew Ringers 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir (Rehearsal Room)  
 

Friday, September 28 

 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours  
 
Saturday, September 29 

 10:00-11:00 a.m.  Mini-Ministers Puppet Team  
      (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:15-11:45 a.m.  Prime Time Puppeteers (Fellowship Hall) 

 
  (see worship schedule in left  column) 
 

Sunday, September 30 

  (see worship schedule in left column) 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9:30-10:00 a.m.    Grace MattersðRadio Broadcast  
      (WHVR AM 1280) 
 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 1:15-2:45 p.m.  7th-9th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Room 304) 
 3:00-4:30 p.m.  9th-12th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Rm. 304) 

  

ST.  MATTHEW  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WEEKLY  SCHEDULE 
Monday, September 24, - Sunday, September 30, 2007 

  Saturday ð Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday ð Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, 
                     7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 



SAW WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, October 3, 2007 

 

7:15 p.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Ushers:  Team 3 (2 Ushers) 
Acolytes:  Zach Alles 
Preparers: Carolyn McCullough   
Courier:  Richard Trostle 
 

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

Saturday, October 6, 2007 
 

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Service Assist: Fred and Louise Kauffman  
Musician:  Bobbi Little, Flute   
Comm. Assist/Courier:  Schedule Not Completed - Need 2 
Refreshments: Mitch and Jill Keeney  
Emergency Person: Dr. Kurt Thomas   
 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST 
Sunday, October 7, 2007 

 

7:45 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Sonata (Movement II), Mark Harrison, Saxophone 
Greeters:  Larry and Faye Showers 
  Irvin and Karen Sowers, Jr.   
Info/Hosp. Desk: Diane Baublitz 
Ushers:  Steve Little, Team 10 
Acolytes:  Jessica Andrews, Tyler Kiick, Elizabeth Mack 
Lector:  Joan Scott 
Message in Song: For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
    (Chancel Choir with Diane Hoffman, Violin) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Carolyn Markle, Joan Belt  
Preparers: Judy Alwine, Eleanor Bell  
Emergency Person:  Lori Unger 
 

9:00 a.m.  SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
Librarian:  Barb Wentz 
 

10:00 a.m.  BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS -  Lori Unger 
 

10:05 a.m.  WELCOME PLACE - Kim, Bri and Rafe Sanders 
 

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Sonata (Movement II), Mark Harrison, Saxophone 
Greeters:  Robert, Kit and Kelsey Curlin 
  Barbara Eisenhart  
Info/Hosp. Desk: Buteena Pfeffer 
Ushers:  John Frederick, Team 9 
Acolytes:  Elizabeth Reese, Zachary Reese, Harry Shultz 
Lector:  Clair Anderson 
Message in Song: For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
    (Sanctuary Choir with Diane Hoffman, Violin) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Schedule to be Completed - Need 5 
Preparers: Judy Doner, Martha Hempfing   
Child Care: Melissa Crabbs, NaTash Clever 
Van Drivers: Ron and Barb Wentz 
Emergency Person:  Dr. Wayne Phillips  
Initial Visitor: Christine Peck 
Flower Delivery: Connie Kaehler 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Monday, October 1 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 6:30-9:00 p.m.  Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troops 701, 722, 770 
 6:30 p.m.  Fair Trade Meeting (Library) 
   
Tuesday, October 2 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 9:15-11:30 a.m.  W/ELCA Morning Study Group (Lounge) 
 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
 2:30-4:00 p.m.  Pastorsô Meeting 
 4:30-5:15 p.m.  Primary Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 5:20-6:05 p.m.  Cherub Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.   Cub Scout Escape School (Fellowship Hall) 
  
Wednesday, October 3 
 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours 
 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Prayer Chain Meeting (Library) 
 4:30-5:20 p.m.  Junior Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 5:30-6:05 p.m.  Pre-School Music Makers 
 5:45-6:30 p.m.  SAW - Supper 
 6:30-7:15 p.m.  SAW - Activities 
 7:15-8:00 p.m.  SAW - Worship 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts (Gym Time) 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir (Rehearsal Room)  
 
Thursday, October 4 

 6:00-7:00 .a.m.  Menôs Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact) 
 9:00-10:30 a.m.  Menôs Ministry (Upper Room) 
 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 6:45-7:45 p.m.  St. Matthew Ringers 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir (Rehearsal Room)  
 
Friday, October 5    
             
          Deadline for October 22 - November 4 Messenger Information 
 
 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours  
 
Saturday, October 6 

   (see worship schedule in left column) 
 
Sunday, October 7 

  (see worship schedule in left column) 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9:30-10:00 a.m.    Grace MattersðRadio Broadcast  
      (WHVR AM 1280) 
 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Youth Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 1:15-2:45 p.m.  7th-9th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Room 304) 
 2:00 p.m.  Blessing of the Pets 
 3:00-4:30 p.m.  9th-12th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Rm. 304) 

ST.  MATTHEW  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WEEKLY  SCHEDULE 
Monday, October 1, - Sunday, October 7, 2007 

  Saturday ð Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday ð Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, 
                     7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

CUB PACK 105 is sponsoring an “Escape School” at 
St. Matthew Church on Tuesday, October 2, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The program, put 
on by the Adam Walsh Foundation, is for children of 
all ages.  Parents are encouraged to attend.  There 
is no cost for this program.  Please call Scott Becker, 
637-7577, to sign up or for more information. 


