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FROM PASTOR YEISER’S DESK:

Hopefully all of you will recognize the
phrase Celebrating God’s love, serv-
ing in Jesus’ name.” That, of course,
is the Vision for Mission statement of
our congregation. It encompasses
so much food for thought. Let us
explore what | mean.

The central purpose of the Christian
church is to worship the crucified and
risen Lord, Jesus Christ. We gather
together to thank and praise God for
his love and the wondrous blessings
that we receive from God. We gather
to receive our Lord and Savior who
comes to us in word and sacrament
bestowing his saving grace upon us.
In worship we also pray for those in
need and seek the Spirit's guidance
in all that we say and do in our lives.
It is critical in our formation as Chris-
tians that we not only pray and read
the scriptures at home but that we
also gather regularly to worship our
Lord with our sisters and brothers in
Christ. In worship we truly do
“celebrate God’s love.” As a congre-
gation we also stress learning about
God and his will for us. We learn in
three basic contexts here: Sunday
Church School, Vacation Bible
School, and Bible study classes. A
Bible study class is taught each week
during SAW and other Bible study
opportunities are offered throughout
the year. In our educational ministry
at St. Matthew we learn more about
why there is a lot to celebrate in re-
gard to God’s love. Other ways that
we celebrate God’s love are by so-

- _ nside this lssue:
cializing together and reflecting upon nside this Issue

the unity that we have as children of
God and opportunities we enjoy to
share our love with one another. So-
cial and fellowship opportunities con-
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tinue to be offered in our church. gPtteS ;fTha”kPS " 3
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we do so in order that others, too, Youth Group News

might be able to celebrate God’s love Simply Giving

for them and the creation. Youth Group 4
As a congregation we “serve in Jesus’ Inserts:

name” as we share the gospel with Weekly Schedules

our world. We also serve as we en- VNA Hospice Training

gage in social ministry projects in and
beyond our community. We give
practical assistance to organizations
such as HACC and commit many dol-
lars to world mission support through
our synod. We also provide much
assistance to organizations, groups
and families in our community. This
all ties together as we who celebrate
God'’s love in worship and other ac-
tivities here receive guidance and di-
rection to serve in Jesus’ name (as
Christians) in our homes, community
and world.

Our Visionary Task Force continues
its work. We are now at a point
where we will be putting together a lot
of information (much of it provided by
you) and projecting a vision for our
congregation. What are the future
directions for St. Matthew based on
an inspiring vision and a challenging,
functional mission? What are the
one, three, five year and longer term
goals for our church? How will these
goals be achieved? (Continued on Page 2)
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Who is accountable to make sure that they are accomplished? These are the questions that the VTF is asking,

and through the Spirit's guidance with your help, answering.

It is exciting to be nearing the completion of our visionary project, though; to be sure the challenge will always be
there for us to be a visionary people. Through this year’s visionary work we hope to learn even more ways that
we might Celebrate God’s love and serve in Jesus’ name. We will be even better equipped through the power of

the Spirit to be the church in this time and place.

:CHURCH LIBRARY CORNER .

'The Church Library will be supplementing the Sunday Church School teachers this year with a fall 2007 reading
iprogram. In continuing the Stewardship Committee theme of “Body Building,” we will be encouraging our youth

'to ‘Exercisethe Mind-1't Buil ds Knowl edge.

'Ch|Idren from Nursery 2 through Grade 6 will be scheduled to visit the Library during the SCS hour be-

0

.glnnlng on Sunday, October 7, and will continue through Sunday, October 28. An additional two

'weeks ending Sunday, November 11, will allow the classes scheduled the last Sunday in October to
.have book reading time. The buIIetln board located in the hallway of the Education Building (outside
:the Library Room) will showcase the reading progress of the children. Each reader will have a colorful,
i identified book showing the number of books read to date. Be sure to stop by and watch the number

+ of books our bodybuilding friend is trying to “bench.” Your encouragement is a valuable source of sup-
i port for our SCS teachers and a proven impetus in each child’s step in exercising the mind to learn of

5our loving God.

.lerary Assistants: Nina Clark, Belinda Fallon, Jim Rutter, and Barb Wentz

CHRISTIAN tradition.
EDUCATION

BIBLES will be presented to our third graders on Sunday, September 23. At
the conclusion of our children’s sermon during the 10:30 a.m. service that
morning, we will invite all our third graders and their families to share in this
presentation. Jan Davis will accompany families to Fellowship Hall following
the presentation for a brief time of instruction during the regular sermon.
Please mark your calendars and plan on being a part of this wonderful
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. * | tion for fun, fellowship and food!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES begin with orientation for youth and parents on September 16.
Families will meet in the Upper Room at 9.a.m. There will be a commissioning service for
families of 7™ and 8" graders during the 10:30 a.m. service that morning as well. An informa-
tion packet has been sent to all families of 7" and 8" graders. If you have not received your
packet, please contact Jan Davis, 637-7101, or at [davisaim@stmattluthern.org.

5 - 9/9 at 9! Rally Day will be held in Fellowship Hall on September
children,-

and ad
hrist.
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your generous donation
towards my year of mission service in
Slovakia with the ELCA Young Adults in
Global Mission. | am looking forward to
seeing how God is working there, and
sharing this with my supporters, like
you!

ANIZ AL In Christ,

UL THANK Y0, i
Ty ORIy, Jessica Cole
il 6m happy to say tha
rway to a full recovery from colon cancer |
'surgery. Al ong the

+helped in a large part by thoughtful
kindnesses shown to me by so many of
i the St. Matthew family. Pastors Yeiser,
' Pensinger, Keyser and Weiser visited,
 telephoned, or wrote regularly and pro-
ivided friendly conversation, encourage-
rment, prayer, and the Sacrament. And
1 the approximately one hundred get-well
Ecards | received had beautiful handwrit-
. ten notes of concern that meant so
Emuch to me. To all of you I send a

' heartfelt sincere thanks. | look forward

WE HAVE RECENTLY learned that
Sister Bernice Pantel, who served
from 1974 to 1985 as St. Matthew
Director of Christian Education and
Youth Work, observed her fiftieth an-
niversary of her consecration as a
Lutheran Deaconess this summer.
“Sister B,” as she was generally
known to St. Matthew, is a native of
Texas and a graduate of Texas Lu-
theran College (1951) and of Pea-
body College (1963). She served
parishes in Texas, New York, a
group of congregations in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, and St. Matthew.
From 1957 to 1968, she was Dean of
the Lutheran Deaconess Mother-
house school for deaconesses and
church workers. In case you would
like to send her a belated note of
congratulations, her address is

c/o Brenda Janak, 9539 Kindle Tree
Drive, Houston, TX 77008-1425.

THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA at our
church are proud to support the Lu-
theran World Relief work to help under-
developed/third world countries rise
above their poverty by selling products
made from coffee beans, cocoa beans
and tea leaves raised on their tiny
farms. If you buy the coffee, tea, co-
coa or chocolate we sell once a month
in the Gathering Place known as Fair
Trade, you are helping these farmers
tmakk @ livingvared Isthy om their dwm e
land, raise crops organically, feed their
whildyen, Isénd teeir thitddeemto school
and prevent erosion and destruction of
forests. Many of these farmers are
women. These fair trade products are
pure products and far superior to the
average brand we buy in the supermar-
ket. Check out our products and sup-
port the cause to help decrease pov-
erty in the world.

FAIR TRADE (P
COFFEE, TEA, and % Sl % <
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in the Gathering Place

September 16, October 13 and 14 as a
part of the Fair Trade Fair,
November 18, and December 16,
after 7:45 a.m. service and
from 10-10:20 a.m.

Watch for these special YG fall
events, and mark your calendars!

Hanover Council of Churches
CROP Walk: October 14™. Help
CRORP stop hunger!

Youth group retreat at Camp
Nawakwa: November 2" 3™ 4%
Information coming soon!

WINTERFEST! Lower Susque-
hanna Synod youth event for
grades 9-12: January 5", 6™, 7",
2008 — info. coming soon!

SIMPLY  GIVING
allows your offering to
be automatically with-
drawn from your bank
account and directly
deposited into  the
church’s account.

You determine the
frequency of your gift:
weekly,
semi-monthly
or monthly.
You can still desig-
nate your gift right on
the form.

SIMPLY GIVING is
a reliable, safe way
to put your steward-
ship plan into ac-
tion.

To sign up for this
free service pick up
a Simply Giving
brochure found at
the information and/
or hospitality desk
or church office,
and return the com-
pleted form to Rich-
ard Trostle in the
church office.

Direct questions to
Richard Trostle, 637
-7101.

Give as the
Lord has
given to you.
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Youth Group News!!!!
Attention youth in grades 7 through 12!l The St. Matthew youth groups are off
and running again! The Spark, the group for 7 ™, 8™ and 9" grade
youth, meets on Sundays from 1:15 PM to 3:00 PM. The Flame, the
group for 9 ™, 10", 11", and 12" grade youth, meets on Sundays from
315-5: 00 PM (note the slight time chanye

See Inside for More  Youth Group News !

The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pastor  634-4025 (cell phone), 793-8059 (Home)
The Rev. Matthew B. Pensinger, M. Div., Associate Pastor 253-1132 (Cell)

The Rev. Frederick S. Weiser, S.T.M., Support Pastor

The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, and The Rev. Jack R. Hoffman, Cong. Visitation Pastors
The Rev. Fred Shilling, Religious Consultant

Miss Jan M. Davis, A.i.M., Minister of Christian Education

Mr. Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music

Mrs. Karen L. Buckwalter, A.i.M., Associate Minister of Music




ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Monday, September 10,

- Sunday, September 16, 2007

Saturday — Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m.

Sunday — Traditional Worship with Holy Communion,
7:45a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

SAW WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesday, September 12, 2007

7:15 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Ushers: Team 2 (2 Ushers)
Acolytes: Nick Clever
Preparers: Caralyn Mummert
Courier: Richard Trostle

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL)
Saturday, September 15, 2007

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Service Assist: Elizabeth Hershey, Joyce Kintzing
Musician: Karen Buckwalter

Comm. Assist/Courier: Schedule to be Completed - Need 2
Refreshments: Mary Ellen Pennewill, Josie Luckenbaugh
Emergency Person: Maggie Preston

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 16, 2007

7:45 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: | t & S(Madifon M&Briey)f t
Greeters: Betty Reichart, Helen Renner

Carroll and Doris Rohrbaugh
Info/Hosp. Desk:  Dolores Yohe

Ushers: Millard Ruhlman, Team 4

Acolytes: Andy Zimmerman, Luke Zimmerman,
Jessica Andrews

Lector: Joel Ruths

Message in Song:  Go In Peace (Madison Maloney)

Couriers/Comm. Assist: Sue Hyde / Colleen Dubs, Amy Mummert
Preparers: Diane Hoffman, Kelli Reed

Comm. Anthem:  Beautiful Savior (Chancel Choir)

Emergency Person: Allison Luckenbaugh

9:00 a.m. SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Librarian: Jim Rutter

10:05 a.m. WELCOME PLACE - Erik and Lisa Keen,
Mary Ellen Pennewill

10:30 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Prelude: I t & S(Madifon M&Briey)f t

Greeters: Christopher and Shelley Zumbrum
Phyllis Byers, Pamela Cashman

Info/lHosp. Desk:  Joan Hiner

Ushers: Charlie Markle, Team 3
Acolytes: Vanessa Brady, Lindsay Cover, Japheth Crawford
Lector: Chris Zumbrum

Message In Song:  Go In Peace (Madison Maloney)
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Greg and Cathy Frock, Need 3
Preparers: Penny Rutters, Joan Scott

Comm. Anthem:  Beautiful Savior (Sanctuary Choir)
Child Care: Karen Nelson, Mike Nelson, Jr.
Van Drivers: Larry and Faye Showers
Emergency Person: Dr. Frank Horn

Initial Visitor: Larry Gamber

Flower Delivery: ~ Doris Sterner

Monday, September 10

8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

6:30-8:30 p.m. Women of the ELCA Covered Dish
(Upper Room)

Tuesday, September 11

9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes

1:00-2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting

2:30-4:00 p.m. Pastors’ Meeting

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts (Gym Time)

6:30 p.m. Chrismon Craft Group (Grade 6 SCS Room)
6:30 p.m. Discovery Place Staff Meeting (Room 304)
7:00 p.m. All Committee Night (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, September 12
8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

5:45-6:30 p.m. SAW - Supper

6:30-7:15 p.m. SAW - Activities

7:15-8:00 p.m. SAW - Worship

7:00-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

7:00-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (Gym Time)
8:00-9:30 p.m. Chancel Choir (Rehearsal Room)

Thursday, September 13

6:00-7:00 .a.m. Men’s Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact)
9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes
11:45a.m.-1:15 p.m. St. Matt's Lunch Out (Ryan’s Restaurant)
6:45-7:45 p.m. St. Matthew Ringers

8:00-9:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir (Rehearsal Room)

Friday, September 14
8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

Saturday, September 15

10:00-11:00 a.m. Mini-Ministers Puppet Team

(Fellowship Hall)
11:15-11:45 a.m. Prime Time Puppeteers (Fellowship Hall)
(see worship schedule in left column)

Sunday, September 16 (Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Chocolate)
(see worship schedule in left column)

9:00-10:00 a.m. Sunday School

9:30-10:00 a.m. Grace Matters—Radio Broadcast
(WHVR AM 1280)

1:15-2:45 p.m. 7t-9th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Room 304)

3:00-4:30 p.m. 9th-12th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Rm. 304)

MESSENGER DEADLINES

September 7 for Messenger dated
September 24 - October 7

September 21 for Messenger dated
October 8 - 21




ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Monday, September 17,

- Sunday, September 23, 2007

Saturday — Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m.

Sunday — Traditional Worship with Holy Communion,
7:45a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

SAW WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesday, September 19, 2007

7:15 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Ushers: Team 2 (2 Ushers)
Acolytes: Sarah Gunarich
Preparers: Nancy Oppedal
Courier: Richard Trostle

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL)
Saturday, September 22, 2007

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Service Assist: Doug, Jane and Dylan West
Musician: Mark Harrison, Saxophone
Comm. Assist/Courier; Dian Wisotzkey, Need 1
Refreshments: Dick and Dian Wisotzkey

Emergency Person: Elaine Sheely

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 23, 2007

7:45 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: Peace Is Our Prayer (Dirk Wildasin)
Greeters: Barbara Rupp, Betty Seipp

Steven and Penny Rutters
Info/Hosp. Desk:  Bill and Deb Black

Ushers: Jay Bowersox, Team 6
Acolytes: Tyler Kiick, Elizabeth Mack, Sara Myers
Lector: Penny Rutters

Message In Song: Chancel Choir

Couriers/Comm. Assist: Caralyn Mummert, Joan Belt
Preparers: Sally and Sara Staub
Emergency Person: Christine Peck

9:00 a.m. SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Librarian: Belinda Fallon

10:05 a.m. WELCOME PLACE - Tom and Laurel Bell, Barb Frederick

10:30 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: Peace Is Our Prayer (Dirk Wildasin)
Greeters: Devera Bowman, Betty Bream

Nina Clark, MegDalin Clever
Info/Hosp. Desk:  Gloria Koontz

Ushers: Steve Rutters, Team 5
Acolytes: Jeremy Diehl, Matthew Mann, Timothy Rummel
Lector: Christy Yeiser

Message In Song: Sanctuary Choir

Couriers/Comm. Assist: Sue Hyde / Jim Hyde, Doris Deitzel, Need 2
Preparers: Elaine Sheely, Kathy Spangler

Child Care: Kim and Brianne Sanders

Van Drivers: Jon Helm, Steve Rutters

Emergency Person: Ella Hostetter

Initial Visitor: Sandy Little

Flower Delivery:  Shirley Moncrief

Monday, September 17

8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

Tuesday, September 18
9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. W/ELCA Sewing Group (Room 204)

1:00-2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting

2:30-4:00 p.m. Pastors’ Meeting

4:30-5:15 p.m. Primary Choir (Grades 2 & 3)
(Rehearsal Room)

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:30-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts (Gym Time)

6:15 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
(Pr. Yeiser's Office)

7:00 p.m. Church Council (Upper Room)

Wednesday, September 19
8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

4:30-5:20 p.m. Junior Choir (Grades 4,5,6)
(Rehearsal Room)

5:45-6:30 p.m. SAW - Supper

6:30-7:15 p.m. SAW - Activities

7:15-8:00 p.m. SAW - Worship

7:00-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

7:00-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts (Gym Time)

8:00-9:30 p.m. Chancel Choir (Rehearsal Room)

Thursday, September 20

6:00-7:00 .a.m. Men’s Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact)

9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes

6:45-7:45 p.m. St. Matthew Ringers

8:00-9:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir (Rehearsal Room)

Friday, September 21

Deadline for October 8-21 Messenger Information
8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

Saturday, September 22 - Harvest Home Weekend
(see worship schedule in left column)

Sunday, September 23
(see worship schedule in left column)

9:00-10:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:30-10:00 a.m. Grace Matters—Radio Broadcast
(WHVR AM 1280)

11:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Youth Choir (Rehearsal Room)
Followed by Pizza and Mini-Golf
7t-9th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Room 304)

9th-12th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Rm. 304)

1:15-2:45 p.m.
3:00-4:30 p.m.




