
Through the hard work of a lot of 
people we are now listing priorities 
for our congregation as we enter the 
home stretch of our visionary proc-
ess.  One of the top five priorities that 
has emerged pertains to Finances 
and Stewardship.  A concern is, how 
do we become a more financially sol-
vent congregation that does not need 
to rely so much on its investment 
portfolio to shore up its annual 
budget?  Any number of you have 
expressed concern over our over reli-
ance on our endowment.  The good 
news is that we have been decreas-
ing that dependency over the past 
couple of years.  For example, to 
make our budget in 2005 we pulled 
$288,035 from our portfolio and last 
year we used $265,655.  The cap 
that was set on the endowment for 
this year is $234,000, and it looks like 
we will not need to exceed that 
amount.  Also, to date this year our 
giving is about $32, 000 higher than 
at this time last year (includes hym-
nal donations) while our expenses 
are over $44,000 lower than last 
year.  These are all positives; though, 
to be sure, we still have a long way to 
go to get to the point where our in-
come so exceeds our expenses that 
we do not have to use our invest-
ments to cover our yearly costs.  Ide-
ally, the endowment should be used 
for capital and benevolent projects. 
 
So where do we go from here?  I am 
sure as we develop ways to address 
our priorities that strategies I have 

used successfully in the past will 
come into play in helping us attain 
greater financial stability here.  
Through the grace of God and power 
of the Spirit working in us, here is 
what might be done:  
 
1)  We can encourage members of 
St. Matthew to pray and engage in 
devotions concerning stewardship.  
This strategy could move members 
spiritually with the result being in-
creased giving.  The means that 
could be used to encourage people to 
pray and do devotions include ser-
mons, evangelism and stewardship 
class discussions, newsletter and bul-
letin announcements, and encourage-
ment from one member to another.   
 
2) Increase our church member-
ship because the more active 
members we have the more giving 
units are available to help us, not 
only meet our budget but grow our 
mission and ministry.  Ways that we 

might accomplish this objective are by 
continuing to correspond with pro-
spective members via welcome let-
ters, information packets, and visits.  
We also do well to continue to strate-
gize how we might reach inactive 
members.  (Some have been coming 
back).  Other necessities are mean-
ingful and inspirational worship ser-
vices, quality programming, advertis-
ing, and marketing resources to help 
our church become even more visi-
ble.   
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From Pastor Yeiser’s Desk (Continued from page 1) 
 
3) My third suggestion is that we encourage members to grow in their individual and family stewardship, 
and support of our church’s ministry.  This occurs through educating and motivating members.  This steward-

ship approach asks not,  ñwhat can we cut from the budget to make it easier to obtain?ò  It asks, ñhow can we 
help move our membership to support the ministry and mission of our congregation?ò  Ways to facilitate a stew-
ardship program are through annual stewardship campaigns, temple talks, sermons, corporate prayers, visits or 
phone calls to members, cottage meetings, stewardship conferences, and informing members where we stand 
financially through our bulletin and newsletter announcements.  
 
 4) Carefully scrutinize each year’s budget in order to make sure that it is realistic and prudent (and chal-
lenging I hope.)  Here, our treasury department and finance committee develop the annual budget in the fall of 
each year.  Pluses to this are that it keeps us financially focused and more realistic, while getting the church the 
best possible deals on things like utilities, materials, and supplies.  It also keeps us abreast of what ministries we 
are supporting and what our financial needs are.  The risk in this objective is that we could become so dollar ori-
ented that the mission of the church and supporting growing ministry are jeopardized in the effort to save money.  
Note that my major contention is that a church in financial difficulty needs to grow its way out of its problems and 
not cut and save its way out of them!   
 
5) Encourage parishioners and friends of our congregation to remember this church in their wills and 
with special gifts.  This helps to supplement diminishing resources while fortifying the congregation financially 
and supporting capital and benevolence projects.  This can be facilitated by personal visits from the senior pastor 
and (possibly) finance-related committee members, advertising in newsletters, distributing of special bequest 
forms that have been prepared by legal counsel, encouraging people to give designated gifts, and the ongoing 
work of our Legacy Committee.  In regard to this approach, it is important that we work together to combat the 
notion that we need not be generous weekly givers because the church has an endowment.  Stewardship is at 
root a spiritual matter and the size of our portfolio should have nothing to do with our regular giving.   

6) Conduct an annual fall stewardship campaign that encourages and gives 
members the opportunity to pledge.  This just might raise the giving level of the 

congregation while affording the council and finance committee a more realistic 
expectation of income that might be received during the course of a new year to 
support the churchôs ministry and mission.  Here we simply need to use and up-
date successful stewardship campaigns. 
 
Together, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can make a difference and posi-
tively address our financial concerns.  May Godôs love and guidance be upon us. 

 
 
 
Special Thanks, goes out to Pat Yeiser for providing the supplies to make the new hymnal markers you have 

found in the hymnals this month.  Not only did she supply the materials for these, but helped to cut 1200 yards of 
ribbon!  This will certainly help with our worship experience as we continue to become more familiar with our new 
ELW.   

CUB SCOUT PACK 105 is taking part in the ñGood Turn for America - Food 
Drive.ò  Please bring your canned goods to church the weekends of November 
3 & 4, and 10 & 11, and place in the boxes provided by the doorways.  Your help 
is needed and appreciated! 



SERRV WORKDAY is coming up No-
vember 29!  This is a terrific way to offer 
your time to help a very worthy cause at 
the holiday season.  Our volunteer hours 
help to keep overhead costs low and 
more of the profits from the sale of craft 
items go directly to the craftspeople.  
Many SERRV craftspeople live and work 
in developing nations and the sales of 
their crafts elevate their standard of liv-
ing. 
   We will leave the 
church parking lot at 8 
a.m. and will return about 
5:30 p.m.  Tasks our 
groups have done in the 
past include packaging 
books, Christmas orna-
ments, baskets and bookmarks.  Most 
tasks may be done sitting, but you could 
stand if you would like.  There are ample 
break times and lunch is included as a 
thank you for your service.  Weôll take 
time to shop in both the specially dis-
counted volunteer shop and the regular 
store.  Get some Christmas shopping 
accomplished while helping others! 
   Anyone over the age of 16 is welcome 
to serve at SERRV on  Thursday, No-
vember 29.  Please sign up in the Gath-
ering Place on the community bulletin 
board or contact Jan Davis, 637-7101, or 
jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org.  We will 
take the first 5 participants in the church 
van and will carpool if we have more at-
tending.   Please sign up by November 
25. 
 
 
FAQôS are often 
found on websites 
where people have 
common inquiries or 
ñFrequently Asked 
Questions.ò  Here are 
a few FAQôS about 
our Sunday School: 

 Q:  We havenôt been to Sunday 
School yet this year.  Is it too late to 
start? 
 A:  Our classes welcome new stu-
dents any time of year.  You can start 
this Sunday! 
 Q:  How old do I need to be to start 
Sunday School? 
 A:  Our classes begin with two year 
olds.  To help keep our Sunday School 
students in line with their classes at 
school, we ask that our two year olds 
be two by September 1.  We like to put 
older children into the class they are in 
at school, unless otherwise requested. 
 Q:  How much does it cost to attend 
Sunday School? 
 A:  We offer our educational program 
with no dues, fees or admission 
charge.  Each child from 2 years old 
through 6th grade does receive an offer-
ing envelope to help promote good 
stewardship and to practice giving to 
Godôs work through the church.  How 
much you give is up to you. 
 Q:  We canôt attend every week.  Can 
we still be in a class? 
 A:  Regular attendance is a great 
goal, but we understand that not every-
one can be here every week.  Come as 
often as you can and weôll celebrate 
when you are here. 
 Q:  Iôm interested in several of the 
adult classes, so can I switch around? 
 A:  Absolutely.  We offer a variety of 
classes with a variety of topics.  Check 
out any or all of our five adult classes 
at any time. 
 Q:  My friend stayed over-night and 
Iôd like to bring her to my 4th grade 
class.  Am I allowed to bring visitors? 
 A:  Yes!  We love when our students 
brings friends to have fun in Sunday 
School and to share Godôs love.  Visi-
tors are always welcome! 
  If you have a question that is not on 
our FAQôS list, please contact Jan 
Davis, 637-7101, or at jdavis-
aim@stmattlutheran.org for more infor-
mation.  See you in Sunday School!  

 
 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLESô 
CREED is a summary 
of our faith and we 
speak it (or the Nicene 
Creed) in worship every 
Saturday and Sunday.  
Have you ever won-
dered how it came to 
us?  Do you know what 
each of the ñarticlesò is 
about?  Are you in the 
ñcommunion of saints?ò  
And why is it ñApostlesôò 
and not ñApostleôs?ò  
Weôll talk about these 
and many more ques-
tions as we look at the 
Apostlesô Creed in a 
three week study.  Eve-
ryone is invited to Fel-
lowship Hall at noon or 
7 p.m. Mondays, No-
vember 5, 12 and 19.  
Bring your lunch or a 
snack in the evening if 
you would like.  Bring 
your Bible and enjoy 
discovering more about 
the Creed! 
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SAVE THE DATE!!!    
The St. Matthew Advent Social will be held on  

Sunday, December 9  from 4 -  6 p.m. (or whenever we finish -  

within reason!) in Fellowship Hall; we will make Advent wreaths , do 

some other Advent crafts , have entertainment , and share in  

fellowship , devotions , singing, and then a delicious dinner !   

Mark this on your calendar now; tickets will be on sale in November; 

more information coming soon!   
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The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pastor    634-4025 (cell phone), 793-8059 (Home) 

The Rev. Matthew B. Pensinger, M. Div., Associate Pastor   253-1132 (Cell)  
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Mr. Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music 
Mrs. Karen L. Buckwalter, A.i.M.,  Associate Minister of Music 

Melanie May, Seminarian 



SAW WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, October 24, 2007 

 

7:15 p.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Ushers:  Team 3      (2 Ushers) 
Acolytes:  Nick Clever 
Preparers: Barb Huston 
Courier:  Richard Trostle 
 

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

Saturday, October 27, 2007 
 

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Service Assist: Nancy Oppedal, Andrew Gunarich 
Musician:  Madison Maloney, Soloist    
Comm. Assist/Courier:  Schedule to be Completed - Need 2 
Refreshments: Elaine Sheely, Marsha Hartman  
Emergency Person:  Lori Price  
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, October 28, 2007 

 

7:45 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Neal Gross, Trumpet 
Greeters:  Barry and Lori Unger 
  Gary and Patricia Waltman   
Info/Hosp. Desk: Johnnetta Miller 
Ushers:  Charlie Markle , Team 3 
Acolytes:  Tyler Kiick, Elizabeth Mack, Sara Myers 
Lector:  Karen Sowers 
Message in Song: Rise Up, O Church of God (Men’s Chorus) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist:  Joan Belt - Need 1 
Comm. Anthem: As Rain from the Clouds (Mens’ Chorus with David 
     Kline, Soloist and Jennifer Martin, Violin) 
Preparers: Carolyn McCullough, Erika Kovacevic 
Emergency Person:  Doris Deitzel 
 

9:00 a.m.  SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
Librarian:  Nina Clark 
 

10:05 a.m.  WELCOME PLACE - Malcolm and Doris Sterner, and 
     Devera Bowman 
 

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Neal Gross, Trumpet 
Greeters:  John and Barbara Frederick, Jr. 
  Lance and Tyler Frederick  
Info/Hosp. Desk: Mamie Cox 
Ushers:  Millard Ruhlman, Team 4 
Acolytes:  Vanessa Brady, Lindsey Cover, Japheth Crawford 
Lector:  Terry Badman 
Message in Song: Rise Up, O Church of God (Men’s Chorus) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist:  Sue Hyde / Jim Hyde, Christy Yeiser, Need 2 
Comm. Anthem: As Rain from the Clouds (Mens’ Chorus with David 
     Kline, Soloist and Jennifer Martin, Violin) 
Preparers: Stevie Humbert, Diane Hoffman 
Child Care: Kim and Brianne Sanders 
Van Drivers: Jon Helm, Steve Rutters 
Emergency Person:  Sharon Phillips  
Initial Visitor: Alan Cashman 
Flower Delivery: Nan Sterner 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Monday, October 22 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 12:00-2:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Board Meeting (Room 201) 

 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Women of the ELCA Afternoon Craft 
      Group (Room 204)  
 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Cadette Troop 701 
 8:00-9:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Teen Troop 771 
 7:00 p.m.  Stephen Ministers (Upper Room)  
  
Tuesday, October 23 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
 2:30-4:00 p.m.  Pastors’ Meeting 
    NO Primary Choir  
    NO Cherub Choir  
 6:30-8:00 p.m.   Cub Scouts  
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts (Gym Time) 
   
Wednesday, October 24 
 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
    NO Junior Choir  
 5:45-6:30 p.m.  SAW - Supper 
 6:30-7:15 p.m.  SAW - Activities 
 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Communion Preparers’ Review Session  
      (Fellowship Hall) 

 7:15-8:00 p.m.  SAW - Worship 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts (Gym Time) 
    NO Chancel Choir  
 

Thursday, October 25 

 6:00-7:00 .a.m.  Men’s Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact) 
 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
   NO Preschool Music Makers I 
   NO Preschool Music Makers II 
    NO St. Matthew Ringers 
    NO Sanctuary Choir  
 

Friday, October 26 

 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours  
 
Saturday, October 27  
  (see worship schedule in left  column) 
 

Sunday, October 28 

  (see worship schedule in left column) 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9:30-10:00 a.m.    Grace Matters—Radio Broadcast  
      (WHVR AM 1280) 
 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 5:00-7:00 p.m.  7th-9th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Room 304) 
 3:00-5:00 p.m.  9th-12th Grade Youth Group (Gym & Rm. 304) 
 7:00-9:00 p.m.  Hanover Community Singers Rehearsal 
      (Fellowship Hall and Nave) 
  

ST.  MATTHEW  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WEEKLY  SCHEDULE 
Monday, October 22, - Sunday, October 28, 2007 

  Saturday — Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday — Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, 
                     7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 



SAW WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, October 31, 2007 

 

7:15 p.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Ushers:  Team 3     (2 Ushers) 
Acolytes:  Joe Nelson 
Preparers: Colleen Dubs 
Courier:  Richard Trostle 
 

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

Saturday, November 3, 2007 
 

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Service Assist: Mary Ellen Pennewill, Sally A. Staub,  
    Shirley Smiley  
Musician:  Karen Buckwalter, Nancy Leister, Pianists  
Comm. Assist/Courier:  Schedule to be Completed - Need 2 
Refreshments: Jim and Deanna Markle  
Emergency Person:  Dr. Vernon Preston  
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  
Sunday, November 4, 2007 

 

7:45 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Wherever Your Treasure Is (Christy Yeiser,  
     Gretchen McCullough, Soloists) 
Greeters:  Fred and Betty Gable 
  Ronald and Barbara Wentz   
Info/Hosp. Desk: Carolyn McCullough 
Ushers:  Steve Rutters, Team 5 
Acolytes:  Brandon Shaffer, Andy Zimmerman,  
     Luke Zimmerman 
Lector:  Carolyn Stambaugh 
Message in Song: Do Not Let Your Heart Be Troubled (Chancel Choir) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist:  Richard Trostle, Joan Belt 
Preparers: Sally Staub, Sara Staub 
Emergency Person:  Penny Rutters 
 

9:00 a.m.  SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
Librarian:  Barb Wentz 
 

10:00 a.m.  BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS -  Doris Deitzel 
 

10:05 a.m.  WELCOME PLACE - Barb Frederick, Tom and Laurel Bell  
 

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Prelude:  Wherever Your Treasure Is (Christy Yeiser,  
     Gretchen McCullough, Soloists) 
Greeters:  Gregory and Catherine Frock 
  Martha Hempfing and Darlene Klenk  
Info/Hosp. Desk: Nan Sterner 
Ushers:  Jay Bowersox, Team 6 
Acolytes:  Jeremy Diehl, BriAnna Myers, Zech Myers 
Lector:  Clair Anderson 
Message in Song: Do Not Let Your Heart Be Troubled  
     (Sanctuary Choir) 
Couriers/Comm. Assist:  Bryn West - Need 4 
Preparers: Lydia Dickensheets, Anna Marchio 
Child Care: Shelly and Ashley Zumbrum 
Van Drivers: Jody and Debra Ruhlman 
Emergency Person:  Doris Deitzel  
Initial Visitor: Kit Curlen 
Flower Delivery: Josie Luckenbaugh 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Monday, October 29 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Cadette Troop 701 
 8:00-9:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Teen Troop 771 
  
Tuesday, October 30 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
 2:30-4:00 p.m.  Pastors’ Meeting 
 4:30-5:15 p.m.  Primary Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 5:20-6:05 p.m.  Cherub Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.   Cub Scouts  
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts (Gym Time) 
  
Wednesday, October 31 
 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m. Discovery Place Fours 
 4:30-5:20 p.m.  Junior Choir (Rehearsal Room) 
  5:45-6:30 p.m.  SAW - Supper 
 6:30-7:15 p.m.  SAW - Activities 
 7:15-8:00 p.m.  SAW - Worship 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts (Gym Time) 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir  
 

Thursday, November 1 

 6:00-7:00 .a.m.  Men’s Ministry (Joel Ruths, contact) 
 9:00-10:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry (Upper Room) 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 5:35-6:10 p.m.  Preschool Music Makers I (Rehearsal Room) 
 6:15-6:50 p.m.  Preschool Music Makers II  
 6:45-8:00 p.m.  St. Matthew Ringers 
 8:00-9:15 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir (Rehearsal Room)  
 

Friday, November 2       
            Deadline for November 19 - December 16  

Messenger Information 

 8:30-10:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Discovery Place Twos 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours  
 7:00 p.m.  Youth Group leaves for Camp Nawakwa 
 
Saturday, November 3 

    Youth Group at Camp Nawakwa 
   (see worship schedule in left  column) 
 

Sunday, November 4 

  (see worship schedule in left column) 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Brief Grief Share Group (Room 204) 
 9:30-10:00 a.m.    Grace Matters—Radio Broadcast  
      (WHVR AM 1280) 
 12:15 p.m.  Youth Group returns 
    NO 7th-9th Grade Youth Group  
    NO 9th-12th Grade Youth Group  
 7:00-9:00 p.m.  Hanover Community Singers Rehearsal 
      (Fellowship Hall and Nave) 

ST.  MATTHEW  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WEEKLY  SCHEDULE 
Monday, October 29, - Sunday, November 4, 2007 

  Saturday — Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday — Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, 
                     7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 


