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"Since, therefore, the children share
flesh and blood, (Jesus) himself like-
wise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the
one who has the power of death, that
is, the devil, and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by the
fear of death." Hebrews 2:14-15

To be alive, to be a human being
in this time as in all times is to have
experience with these things: pain,
suffering, anger, misery, disagree-
ment, conflict, war, destruction,
waste, greed, guilt, death. Some of
our experiences of these things are
unique in certain ways or times or
places; on the other hand, we are
also sometimes fairly insulated from
and ignorant of the effects of these
things. But we are not, of course,
insulated from the tensions of living,
as individuals, as families, as a com-
munity. Frustrations, disappoint-
ments, hurts, slights, breakdowns of
communication, failures of responsi-
bility, violations of trust. All things
that we have experienced, that peo-
ple in community experience just
about every day.

God exists with us in all of these
things. God is truly present, truly
with us, right in the middle of all of
that stuff. As the letter to the He-
brews says, God in Jesus Christ be-
came human for this reason: to be
with us, to fAishare
God, | truly believe, laughs with us,
weeps with us, dances with us,
mourns with us. God does not wish

or cause things that hurt us; God Inside this Issue:

gives us the strength to live, and God
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gives us the opportunity to be re- Advent Social )
newed even out of pain and hurt and
suffering and death. Words of Thanks 3
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But, God also calls us to a higher
place, a higher purpose, a bigger pic-
ture, a broader discussion. God calls
us to love our neighbors, even and
especially those who are hurting or
angry or frustrated or in need of all
kinds of help; and
neighbors can sometimes be too
much of an abstracti
make it more specific: to pay attention
to them, to talk to them, to go out of
our way to do these t
second mileo for peop
woul dnét necessarily
if it were wholly up to us. Maybe lov-
ing our neighbors means that, too:
recognizing that, in spite of the mes-
sages of the world, it is not wholly up
to us to set the agenda for how our
lives will be lived. Out of war and ter-
ror, God calls us to love our enemies,
again not in some abstract way, but in
a way that recognizes that fear and
anger and hatred make all people into
enemies, and that these things can
only be overcome, in the world and in
our own hearts, by our committing to
trust in God and to seek peace and
justice in our community and in the
whole world. Out of greed and guilt,

God calls us to care
these, 0 as individual

as communities of people on every...
(Continued on page 2)
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From Pastor Matt: (Continued from page 1)

level; to rise above disagreements and divisions and to instead focus with a divinely instilled sense of purpose on

our calling to live as what Jesus called us, brothers and sisters, not just of him, but of each other and of all peo-

ple. Out of our own preconceptions and expectations and assumptions and comfort zones, God calls us to be
transformed, by the renewing of our minds and our hearts and our expectations for ourselves as individuals and

for ourselves as a Christian community. God calls us to be renewed in faith and in hope and in love, to be trans-
formed in our fervent desir e awillbedane, throughuaaed ireandoeeea in spttei 0 n
of us. God calls us to raise our expectations, to set our sights higher, to be transcendent, to believe that we are
capable of more, that we indeed will be more than what we now are, as a community of faith and as individual

people.

Too often we, I|ike unruly children (no offense to chi
think, directs our focus instead to what we are called and committed to do. The brokenness and pain of human
life intrudes into our callings and commitments, always, whether in ways that are more benign (our lack of atten-
tion, our desire to focus on only ourselves) or ways that are more malevolent (anger, abuse, addiction, torment,
terror). God weeps with us during and through those intrusions; God stays with us, sharing the suffering, giving
power even in our weakness. But God continually calls us, in times of strength and times of weakness, in times
of joy and in times of grief, in times of love and in times of fear; God continually calls us to raise our sight, raise
our vision, raise our discussion. God calls us to raise our expectations, of ourselves and of each other and of our
congregation and of our community and of our country and of our world. God calls us to focus on the hope that
we know, the love that we share, the faith that we have been given, because those are the things that are specifi-
cally and concretely working in the world and in this
to recommit ourselves, continually but also specifically right now, to what is true: we believe in that. We believe in
the faith, hope, and love that God has given. We believe in that over and above all of the brokenness and misery
and tragedy and torment and fear and greed and death. We believe in that, even knowing that such belief makes

us open and even vulnerable, like little children. And that is what we are: little chil-
dren of God, vulnerable, weak, empowered by God, called by God, committed to life

together as a community and to |ife as Gi
just mean us for this down here, this broc
And . a higher vision, to a higher standard of thinking, to a stricter standard of speaking, to
% e a more committed way of living. And God calls us to show other people the way, to
g e model as individuals and to model as a congregation the higher calling, the deeper
way of life.
WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD cluttering up the basement or the attic;
CHRISTMAS CARDS! First, mark they will be cut out and used to make
your calendars for the St. Matthew Ad- an Advent craft. Please drop off any
vent Social: Our time of fellowship, donations of Christmas cards in the
crafts, games, music, devotion, and of church office between now and De-
course food (!) will be held on Sunday, cember 9... your help is greatly appre-
December 9 at 4 p.m. One of our ciated! Watch for Advent Social tickets
crafts for the Advent Social will require to be sold after the worship services
your help to prepare: We need Christ- beginning in November; you can also
mas cards! Specifically any call the church office to purchase a

old Christmas cards that you may have ticket. See you at the Advent Social!



ANNRTRANAS!

wish to thank everyone for the flow-
ers, cards and prayers during my re-
cent surgery. It was greatly appreci-
ated.
Thank you,
Roseanna Strevig

Thanks for the many prayers, cards
and the beautiful altar flowers | re-
ceived following my surgery and recov-
ery. Thanks for all the calls of concern
from our church family. The love and
blessing you sent was what | needed
to brighten my days.

God bless you,

Malcolm Sterner

Thank you for prayers , flowers and
cards. Special thanks to the ministers
for visiting while | was in the hospital.
Thanks again.

Annebelle Meckley

Dear Members of St. Matthew
| just want to thank everyone that sent
me cards for my 80th birthday card
shower. That was very nice of every-
one. May God bless you all.

Margaret Hankey

WE WELCOME ALAN CASH MAN as
our new church treasurer. Alan is as-
suming the position formerly held by
Kevin Shenk. Kevin did a splendid job
of administering his office and explain-
ing our financial picture. We heatrtily
thank him for his work over the past
couple of years in this capacity and

wi sh him Godods bl ess

tinues to serve our Lord in other

ways. May the Lord guide Alan in his
new undertaking. Thank you, both, for
serving your Lord in this way.

WE CONGRATULATE KARE N
BUCKWALTER, AiM, on reaching her
five year milestone at St. Mat-

thew. We appreciate her fine work as
Associate Minister of Music. We are
blessed.

MESSENGER DEADLINES

November 2 for newsletter dated
November 19 - December 16

November 23 for newsletter dated
December 17 - January 20

ZRCHRA A DN R
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SERRV WORKDAY is coming up No-
vember 29! This is a terrific way to
offer your time to help a very worthy
cause at the holiday season. Our vol-
unteer hours help to keep overhead
costs low and more of the profits from
the sale of craft items go directly to
the craftspeople. Many SERRV
craftspeople live and work in develop-
ing nations and the sales of their
crafts elevate their standard of living.

We will leave the church parking lot
at 8 a.m. and will return about 5:30
p.m. Tasks our groups have done in
the past include packaging books,
Christmas ornaments, baskets and
bookmarks. Most tasks may be done
sitting, but you could stand if you
would like. There are ample break
times and lunch is included as a thank
you for your
to shop in both the specially dis-
counted volunteer shop and the regu-
lar store. Get some Christmas shop-
ping accomplished while helping oth-
ers!

Anyone over the age of 16 is wel-
come to serve at SERRV on Thurs-
day, November 29. Please sign up in
the Gathering Place on the community
bulletin board or contact Jan Davis at
637-7101 or jdavis-
aim@stmattlutheran.org. We will take
the first 5 participants on the church
van and will carpool if we have more
attending. Please sign up by Novem-
ber 25.

service.

SIMPLY  GIVING
allows your offering to
be automatically with-
drawn from your bank
account and directly
deposited into the
churchos a

You determine the
frequency of your gift:

weekly,

semimonthly
or monthly.

You can still desig-
nate your gift right on
the form.

SIMPLY GIVING

a reliable, safe way
to put your steward-
ship plan into ac-
tion.

To sign up for this
free service pick up
a Simply Giving
brochure found at
the information and/
or hospitality desk
or church office,
and return the com-
pleted form to Rich-
ard Trostle in the
church office.

Direct questions t
Ri&&%ra }I{rbstlet, 837 €
-7101.

Give as the
Lord has
given to yoy.
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THE APOSTLES obis aGetirarp of our faith and we speak it (or the Nicene
A= Creed) in worship every Saturday and Sunday. Have you ever wondered how it came to

‘ e Uus? Do you know what each of the darticleso
saints?o And why is it AApostl esdd and not |
more gquestions as we | ook at the Apostlesd6 Creed in

ship Hall at noon or 7 p.m. Mondays, November 5, 12 and 19. Bring your lunch or a snack in the eve-
ning if you would like. Bring your Bible and enjoy discovering more about the Creed!

The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pasi025 €34l phone), -B859 (Home)
The Rev. Matthew B. Pensinger, M. Div., Associate PhEB® (285

The Rev. Frederick S. Weiser, S.T.M., Support [Pastor
The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, and The Rev. Jack R. Hoffman, Cong. Visitation Pastors

Miss Jan M. Davis, A.i.M., Minister of Christian Edcation

Mr. Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music

Mrs. Karen L. Buckwalter, A.i.M., Associate Minister ¢f Music

Melanie May, Seminarign




The ships are used to bring wedthss medical assistance and khagn sustainable development to the
worl dés poor .

EThI S year6s poinsettia memori al /MERQYSHIRS. i umicont roi
' WHAT IS MERCY SHIPS? 3
iMercyShips is a global charity organization, priovi din
EMercy Ships has operated a fleet of hospital ships since 1978. i

1 They have a multinational crew and staff.

E Mercy Ships uses lanébased teams to assist the work of the ships.

i As of 2005 there are 3 ships in the fldet Anastasisthe Africa Mercyandthe Caribbean Mercy.

1 Some of the more notable statistics include:

Eﬂ Performed more than 32,500 surgeries such as cleft lip and palate, cataract removal, straightening of cf:ossed

i eyes, orthopedic and facial reconstruction. !

Eﬂ Treated more than 212,000 people in village medical clinics. Performed more than 183,000 dental treatf:nents.
Eﬂ Taught over 14,500 local health care and professional workers, who have in turn trained many others in; primary
' health care. i

Eﬂ Taught 95,000 local people in primary health care.

iﬂ Delivered more than $60 million worth of medical equipment, hospital supplies and medicines.

. {| Completed more than 900 community development projects including construction of schools, clinics, orphan-
E ages, water wells and agriculture programs.

1 1 Demonstrated the love of God to people in over 550 port visits in 70 different nations.

' More than 1,600 sheterm volunteers serve wifdlercy Ships each year.



'CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - Members and friends who wish to honor or memorialize a loved one by placing a poin-
| settia in the chancel this Christmas are asked to complete and return the form below with $10 per listing to the
Icrlurch office. The memorials/honorariums will support the ministry Mercy Ships. The deadline is Monday, December
13, 2007.

2007 Christmas Poinsettias

I/We wish to (please check one)

Honor Memorialize

Name(s)

(Person to be memorialized or honored)

Given by

1 Your offering envelope number

1 Please include $10 per listing and make check payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church
i Deadline is Monday, December 3 ™, 2007.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________



Monday, November 5,

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE
- Sunday, November 11, 2007

Saturdayd Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m.

Sundayd Traditional Worship with Holy Communion,
7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SAW WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesday, November 7, 2007

7:15 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Ushers: Team 4(2 Ushers)
Acolytes: Mike Nelson
Preparers: Kelli Reed
Courier: Richard Trostle

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERRACBWSHIP HALL)
Saturday, November 10, 2007

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Service Assist: Richard, Dian and Patrick Wisotzkey
Musician: Adult Praise Team

Comm. Assist/Courier: Dian Wisdtgezy1

Refreshments: Mary Ellen Pennewill, Josie Luckenbaugh
Emergency Pers@andy Little

TWENT¥OURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, November 11, 2007

7:45 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Greeters: Larry and Diane Baublitz

Bill and Deb Black, Jr.
Info/Hosp. DeskPeggy Warner

Ushers: Team 7 (Youth)
Acolytes: Jessica Andrews, Tyler Kiick, Elizabeth Mack
Lector: Donald Amtsberg

Message in Son@.oming Hom@&hancel Choir with Linda

and Terry Schlitzer, soloists)
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Schedule Not Coidpliet],
Preparers: Peggy Warner, Dolores Yohe
Emergency Persdoe Markle

9:00 a.m. SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Librarian: Jim Rutter
10:05 a.m. WELCOME PLADQ#EANN Books, NaTasha Clever,
Barb Rupp
10:30 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: People, People, Pedplari Keefauver, soloist)
Chi | dr e n AnsSoAapfyreschool and Cherub Choirs)
Greeters: Ray and Joan Hiner, Jr.
Chester and Elizabeth Hoke, Jr.
Info/Hosp. DeskCarlynn Neiderer

Ushers: Jim Menges, Team 8
Acolytes: Sarah Gunarich, Elizabeth Reese, Zachary Re
Lector: Richard Carson

Message in Son@oming Hon{8anctuary Choir with Linda
and Terry Schlitzer)
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Nancy Lisister4

Preparers: Judy Doner, Joan Scott

Child Care: Melissa Crabbs, Vanessa Brady
Van Drivers:  Ron and Barb Wentz
Emergency Pers@ally Staub

Initial Visitor:  Dan Deitzel

Flower Delivery:Joan Scott, Norma Yost

2eS!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Monday, November 5

8:4511:15 a.m./12:26B0 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

12:001:00 p.m. Apostl es 6 CreievsigHalB i
6:008:00 p.m. Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts
6:308:00 p.m. Girl Scout Cadette Troop 701

8:009:00 p.m. Girl Scout Teen Troop 771

7:008:00 p.m. Apostl es 6 CreievsigHalB i

Tuesday, November 6

9:0011:00 a.m./No@rD0 p.m. Discovery Place Threes

9:00 a.m. W/ELCA Morning Study Grawigry)
1:062:00 p.m. Staff Meeting

2:304:00 p.m. Pastorsd Meeting
4:365:15 p.m. Primary Chgfehearsal Room)
5:206:05 p.m. Cherub Chaitehearsal Room)
6:368:00 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:368:00 p.m. Cub Scoutsym Time)

7:00 p.m. WI/ELCA Evening Study Greuiye)

Wednesday, November 7
8:3010:00 a.m./10:30 al®:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:4511:15 a.m./12:2680 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

4:305:20 p.m. Junior ChajRehearsal Room)
5:456:30 p.m. SAW- Supper

6:307:15 p.m. SAW Activities

7:158:00 p.m. SAW- Worship

7:008:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

7:008:30 p.m. Boy Scouisym Time)
8:009:15 p.m. Chancel Chg@iehearsal Room)

Thursday, November 8
6:007:00 .a.m. Menods
9:0011:00 a.m./No@r00 p.m.

11:45 a./l:15 p.m. St .

Mi nistry
Discovery Place Threes
Mat t(RyarldolsnNnRst @

(Jo

5:356:10 p.m. Preschool Music Mak@gshearsal Room)
6:156:50 p.m. Preschool Music Makers Il

6:458:00 p.m. St. Matthew Ringers

8:009:15 p.m. Sanctuary Ch@iehearsal Room)

Friday, November 9
8:3010:00 a.m./10:30 alr®.00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos
8:4511:15 a.m./12:2¢B0 p.m. Discovery Place Fours

Saturday, November 10
(see worship schedule in left golumn

Sunday, November 11
(see worship schedule in left cplumn
9:0010:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:3010:00 a.m. Grace Mattérfkadio Broadcast
(WHVR AM 1280)

11:45 a.rL:00 p.m. Youth Choir

1:153:00 p.m. ‘hah Grade Youth Graapn & Room 304)
3:155:00 p.m. 120 Grade Youth Grogpn(s Rm. 2p4
7:009:00 p.m. Community Singers Rehearsal



ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Monday, November 12, - Sunday, November 18, 2007

Saturdayd Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m.

Sundayd Traditional Worship with Holy Communion,
7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

SAW WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesday, November 14, 2007

7:15 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

Ushers: Team 4(2 Ushers)
Acolytes: Matthew Mann
Preparers: Elaine Sheely
Courier: Richard Trostle

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERRACBWSHIP HALL)
Saturday, November 17 , 2007

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Service Assist: Ron, Marlene and Vicki Swartz
Musician: People Need the L{ddn Schuler)
Comm. Assist/Courier: Schedule Not Compldei,
Refreshments: Dick and Dian Wisotzkey
Emergency Pers@eorgene Hull

TWENT¥IFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, November 18, 2007

7:45 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: Praise to the Lqf&t. Matthew Ringers)
Greeters: Barb Huston, Brenda Brillhart

Mamie Cox, Michael Fiery
Info/Hosp. DeskKelli Reed
Ushers: Women of the ELCA
Acolytes: Sara Myers, Brandon Shaffer, Harry Shultz
Lector: Laurel Bell
Message in Songll Good Gift€hancel Choir with Lindsay

Zumbrum and Samantha Koontz)

Couriers/Comm. Assist: Carolyn Stambaugh/Carolyn Markle
Preparers: Nancy Bealing, Judy Doner
Emergency Persditison Luckenbaugh

9:00 a.m. SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Librarian: Belinda Fallon

10:05 a.m. WELCOME PLAE}K & Lisa Keen, Connie Granger

10:30 a.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude: Praise to the Lqft. Matthew Ringers)
Greeters: Thomas and Bonnie Huntzinger
Erik and Lisa Keen

Info/Hosp. DeskMarian Miller
Ushers: Women of the ELCA
Acolytes: Ben Thomas, Zack Woodall, Thad Yeiser
Lector: NaTasha Gabirielle Clever
Message in Songll Good GiftRrimary & Junior Choirs with

Lindsay Zumbrum and Samantha Koontz)
Couriers/Comm. Assist: Nancy Leister/Erik Keen, Paul Fry,

Christy YeiséMeed 1

Preparers: David, Christine and Jocelyn Myers
Child Care: Kim Luckenbaugh, BriAnna Myers
Van Drivers:  Andy Nace, Andy Gunarich
Emergency Persdtathy Doll

Initial Visitor:  Larry Gamber

Flower Delivery:Sandy Fuhrman

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Monday, November 12
8:4511:15 a.m./12:R€B0 p.m.

Discovery Place Fours

12:001:00 p.m. Apostl es 6 CreievsigHalB i
6:068:00 p.m. Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts
6:308:00 p.m. Girl Scout Cadette Troop 701

8:009:00 p.m. Girl Scout Teen Troop 771

7:008:00 p.m. Apostl es 6 CreievsigHalB i

Tuesday, November 13
9:0011:00 a.m./No@rD0 p.m.

Discovery Place Threes

1:062:00 p.m. Staff Meeting

2:304:00 p.m. Pastorsd Meeting
4:365:15 p.m. Primary Chgiehearsal Room)

5:206:05 p.m. Cherub Chaitehearsal Room)

6:368:00 p.m. Discovery Place Staff Megtinggo4)
6:368:00 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:368:00 p.m. Cub Scoutsym Time)

6:30 p.m. Chrismon Craft Gra@gede 6 SCS Room)
7:00 p.m. All Committee Nigfetlowship Hall)

Wednesday, November 14

8:3010:00 a.m./10:30 alr®:00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos

8:4511:15 a.m./12:2680 p.m.

Discovery Place Fours

4:305:20 p.m. Junior ChafRehearsal Room)
5:456:30 p.m. SAW- Supper

6:307:15 p.m. SAW Activities

7:158:00 p.m. SAW- Worship

7:008:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

7:008:30 p.m. Boy Scouisym Time)
8:009:15 p.m. Chancel Chg@iehearsal Room)

Thursday, November 15
6:007:00 .a.m.
9:0010:30 a.m.
9:0011:00 a.m./No@r00 p.m.

Mends Ministry (Jo
Mends (WMderRdong t r vy
Discovery Place Threes

5:356:10 p.m. Preschool Music Mak@gshearsal Room)
6:156:50 p.m. Preschool Music Makers Il

6:458:00 p.m. St. Matthew Ringers

7:368:15 p.m. Mends Chorus
8:009:15 p.m. Sanctuary Ch@iehearsal Room)

Friday, November 16

8:3010:00 a.m./10:30 alr®.00 p.m. Discovery Place Twos

8:4511:15 a.m./12:2¢B0 p.m.

Discovery Place Fours

Saturday, November 17
(see worship schedule in left dolumn

Sunday, November 18
(see worship schedule in left cplumn
9:0010:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:3010:00 a.m. Grace MattérfRadio Broadcast
(WHVR AM 1280)

11:45 a.rL:00 p.m. Youth Choir

1:152:45 p.m. hah Grade Youth Graapn & Room 304)
3:084:30 p.m. o120 Grade Youth Grogpn(s Rm. 3p4
7:009:00 p.m. Hanover Community Singers Rehearsal



