
One of my favorite holidays is 
Thanksgiving Day.  I have loved it 
ever since I was a kid.  I regret that it 
is somewhat glossed over today in 
the effort of secularizing Christmas.  
This is a very special day for us his-
torically as we give thanks for bless-
ings received.  One of the most com-
monly read scripture passages at 
churches which celebrate this holiday 
is Luke 17:11-19.  This is the story of 
the Ten Lepers.  To briefly recount: 
Jesus is making his way towards Je-
rusalem when he is encountered by 
ten lepers.  While the lepers were 
forbidden by law to be in Jerusalem 
they could abide in villages just so 
long as they kept their distance from 
people and shouted ñuncleanò when 
someone approached them.  On this 
particular occasion, when the lepers 
see Jesus coming they are so over-
come by the possibility of healing that 
they dispense with yelling ñuncleanò 
and instead shout ñJesus, Master, 
have mercy on us!ò  Clearly they 
have had some previous encounter 
with the Lord that moves them to call 
him by name and refer to him by a 
title used at times by his disciples; 
and they ask for healing because 
they think he might be able to deliver 
the goods.  Jesus simply responds to 
their request by saying ñgo and show 
yourselves to the priests.ò  You see, 
only the priests in Jerusalem could 
pronounce the lepers clean and re-
store them to their place in society.  
As they in faith trudge along towards 
the city they recognize that they are 

healed.  Remarkably, though, only 
one of the ten (ten percent) returns to 
thank Jesus.  Perhaps the others are 
in a hurry to be pronounced ñcleanò 
so that they can move on with their 
lives.  Perhaps they are so overjoyed 
and awe struck by the whole experi-
ence that they simply forget to say 
thanks.  Then, again, maybe they 
think that Jesus will understand.  At 
any rate, the Samaritan who returns 
to Jesus is richly blessed by our Lord 
who exclaims ñwere not ten made 
clean?  But the other nine, where are 
they?  Was none of them found to 
return and give praise to God except 
this foreigner?ò Then Jesus says ñget 
up and go your way; your faith has 
made you well.ò  The Samaritan 
shows that those who are deemed 
least likely to do Godôs will just may 
do it better than others do it.  In re-
turning to give thanks he experiences 
an additional blessing, a spiritual 
healing, that the others miss. 
 
We, too, like the nine, often fail to re-
turn thanks to God, and probably for 
the same reasons as they failed to do 
so.  It seems at times that our prayers 
are so full of ñgimme this and gimme 
thatò that we fail to thank God for 
blessings received.  When we neglect 
to do so, we deprive ourselves of ad-
ditional benefits.  On Thanksgiving we 
have a special focused day to not just 
watch parades and football and eat 
scrumptious meals, we have the op-
portunity to reflect on the past year 
and thank God for blessings received. 

(continued on page 2)   
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BRIEF GRIEF SHARE: We are once again offering a short term (five week) 
discussion support group for members and friends of St. Matthew who have 
experienced a recent loss to death or even a not so recent loss to death.  This group 
will focus their discussion on how the holidays and life experience have changed 
since the death of a loved one.  We will also introduce and explore briefly, the five 
stages of grief.  Please join us for any or all of the sessions scheduled for 11/25, 
12/02, 12/09, 12/16, 12/23. from 9 a.m.-10 a.m. in Room 204 (sewing 
room).  Leaders for this group will be Helen Renner and Christy Yeiser.  

From Pastor Yeiserôs Desk (Continued from page 1) 
 
Meditate on this and know that, despite the aches and pains and even trials and tribulations of life, we are all the 
recipients of countless blessings from God.  For what do you have to be especially grateful over the past year? 
 
And while we are at it we also do well to build thanksgiving into our daily prayer lives, if it is not there already.   
Read some of the psalms of thanksgiving, such as Psalm 30, as examples.  To count our blessings daily brings a 
special blessing as we are enriched and calmed by God who is always present in our lives.  God loves us so 
much that he never tires of blessing us.  May we feel moved to always remember our God with thanksgiving and 
praise.  We are infinitely richer for doing so.   
 

We thank Bob and Renee Wagner for the beautiful sanctuary lamp that  
is hanging in our chancel.  The lamp was dedicated in memory of their  
parents, Delbert and Bessie Smith, and Daniel and Thelma Wagner. 

 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE and the Women of the ELCA wish to thank everyone who supported the Lu-
theran World Relief Fair Trade Fair.  We sold $1331.40 worth of items. 
 
A Greater Gift, LWRôs partner in the LWR Handcraft Project, will donate a portion of the value of all products sold 
to support LWRôs partners and projects overseas.  By purchasing these items you also make a difference in the 
lives of artisans and farmers around the world.  Every purchase helps them feed their families and supports the 
important work of Lutheran World Relief.  Proceeds from the Fair will be donated to The Hanover Area Council of 
Churches. 
 
A special thank you to the volunteers that made the Fair Trade Fair possible:  Barb Thomas, Johnnetta Miller, 
Dolores Yohe, Kim Beard, Joan Scott, Cathy Conant, Shirley Moncrief, Gloria Stauffer, Susie Shultz, Sandy Fuhr-
man, Norma Yost and Ellen Shenk. 

Sandy Hoover 

Update on World Hunger donations 2007  
 
An additional $1,641.90 has been sent to World hunger 
thru September of this year.  Not only does St. Mat-
thew send $2000 per month, but any 
additional money specifically allocated 
to World hunger on member envelopes 
is sent as well.  Thank you again for 
your generosity and if you have not do-
nated to World Hunger in the past, consider making 
this part of your prayerful contributions to St. Matthewôs 
ministry. 

 
 
MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
who would like to serve as Eucharistic min-
isters, and members of the congregation 
who would like to receive the Lordôs Sup-
per from Eucharistic Ministers, should con-
tact the church office (637-7101).  This is 
an invaluable ministry that supplements 
pastoral visitations. 



The Hanging of the 

Greens 
Childrenôs Cookie Decorating, 

Packing Gift Boxes for Shut-Ins  

and Supper 
 
This year we will have a family event 

as we decorate our beautiful church 

on Sunday, December 16 , from 4 - 6 

p.m.  We will include a supper of soup, 

sandwiches and dessert at 5 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  The adults and youth 

will decorate our church and the chil-

dren will assist with the large tree 

and help decorate the childrenõs tree 

in the Gathering Place.  Our 

children will help bake and 

decorate cookies for our des-

sert and also fill goody boxes 

with fruit, cookies and candy 

to give to the shut -ins during 

our caroling on December 23.  

Since we are adding dinner and our 

decorating time will be limited we 

really hope to have a large group of 

decorators to ready the church for 

our celebration of our Saviorõs birth.  

No experience is needed.  We will 

need to know how much food to pur-

chase - please sign 

the dinner sign -up 

form in the Gathering 

Place or call the 

church office, 637 -

7101.  There is no 

cost, but donations 

would be accepted.  

This promises to be a 

wonderful, fun time 

together - join us!!! 
 
 

SCOTT FREDERICKS WILL PRE-
SENT concerts featuring Christmas 

THE 2008  

OFFERING  

ENVELOPES  
are on tables in the 

church hallway in 
front of the display 

windows.  If you 

would prefer to 
have your weekly 

contribution elec-

tronically deducted 
from your checking 

account, please 

contact Financial 

Secretary Richard 
Trostle in the 

church office, 637-

7101, ext. 228.  It is 
easy to sign up and 

deductions from 

your account can be 
arranged for any 

weekday (s) in the 

month except those 

that fall on Federal 
holidays.  Fre-

quency of with-

drawals is deter-
mined by you to 

suit your budget: 

weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly.  Many 
thanks to our vol-

unteers who labeled 

the boxes for us:  
Bill Dulling, Dan 

Deitzel, Gordon 

Stambaugh, Charles 
Sourber, Bob Luck-

enbaugh, Larry 

Showers, Roy 

Zumbrum and Ed 
Schaffer. 

music played on the 
organ, piano and caril-
lon on Thursday, De-
cember 20 and Friday, 
December 21 from 
10:30 a.m.-noon.  Emily Daubert will 
be singing and Charmian Noel will be 
playing violin.  The audience will join 
in the singing of beloved carols.  The 
concert is free to St. Matthew mem-
bers.  This holiday program will be 
attended by various church groups, 
retirement homes, and senior mem-
ber groups from the tri -state area.  
The public is invited.  A $5 donation 
is requested from non -St. Matthew 
members and will, in part, assist with 
the Organ Endowment Fund.  Tickets 
are available in the Church Office or 
from the Music Office.  
 

Here we go a Carolingé 
Needed - people so full of the joy of 
Christmas they could just burst!!!  
 
Our congregation will go caroling to 

about 10 of our shut -insõ homes on 

Sunday, December 23 , from 6 - 8 

p.m.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall.  

The plan is to car 

pool (maps will be 

available) - vans 

would be helpful.  

Bring a plate of 

cookies to share, a 

flashlight and your 

Christmas spirit!  

This is always a great night - last 

year we had about 50 carolers and it 

was quite meaningful for our shut -

ins.  This might be just the thing you 

need to get you in the Christmas 

spirit and to lift the hearts of oth-

ers.    
 
Ǉ  Oh, come all ye faithful!  Ǉ  
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The Rev. Daniel M. Yeiser, Ph.D., Senior Pastor    634-4025 (cell phone), 793-8059 (Home) 

The Rev. Matthew B. Pensinger, M. Div., Associate Pastor   253-1132 (Cell)  
The Rev. Frederick S. Weiser, S.T.M., Support Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, and The Rev. Jack R. Hoffman, Cong. Visitation Pastors 
Miss Jan M. Davis, A.i.M., Minister of Christian Education 

Mr. Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music 
Mrs. Karen L. Buckwalter, A.i.M.,  Associate Minister of Music 

Melissa May, Seminarian 

Please join us as we come together to begin our Advent journey.  We will 

come together on Sunday, December 9, at 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We 

will make an Advent wreath, do family and childrenõs crafts, hear an Ad-

vent message, light the Advent candles and have a lasagna dinner and 

dessert.  The cost is $5 per individual and $10 per family.  Ticket sales 

will be held between services until December 2.  

Please consider joining us as we begin our journey.  

ADVENT SO-



SERRV WORKDAY is coming up November 29!  This 
is a terrific way to offer your time to help a very worthy 
cause at the holiday season.  Our volunteer hours 
help to keep overhead costs low and more of the prof-
its from the sale of craft items go directly to the crafts-
people.  Many SERRV craftspeople live and work in 
developing nations and the sales of their crafts ele-
vate their standard of living. 
   We will leave the church parking lot at 8 a.m. and 
will return about 5:30 p.m.  Tasks our groups have 
done in the past include packaging books, Christmas 
ornaments, baskets and bookmarks.  Most tasks may 
be done sitting, but you could stand if you would like.  

There are ample break times and 
lunch is included as a thank you for 
your service.  Weôll take time to shop 
in both the specially discounted vol-
unteer shop and the regular store.  
Get some Christmas shopping ac-
complished while helping others! 

   Anyone over the age of 16 is welcome to serve at 
SERRV on  Thursday, November 29.  Please sign up 
in the Gathering Place on the community bulletin 
board or contact Jan Davis at 637-7101 or jdavis-
aim@stmattlutheran.org.  Weôll be taking the church 
van, plus a car or two in a carpool.  Please sign up by 
November 25 and indicate if you are able to be a car-
pool driver. 
 
LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR A 
READER?  Consider ñThe Kite Runnerò by Khaled 
Hosseini.  Recipients will have time to read it for our 
next Book Discussion on Tuesday, February 26, 7 
p.m. in the Lounge.  Told in the first person, the book 
follows the story of Amir, the privi-
leged son of a wealthy businessman 
in Kabul, and Hassan, the son of 
Amir's father's servant.  It is a power-
ful book that should open excellent 
discussion.  Please join Jan Davis and 
other readers for our Book Discussion in February. 
 
OUR SIXTH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is a 
great group who loves to get together and talk about 
their week, friends, family and faith.  They are making 
a fun ñlounge areaò in their classroom to make discus-
sion easier.  If you have some large pillows or bean 
bag chairs you could donate to our classroom, please 
bring them to the church office or even drop them in 
the sixth grade room on the second floor of the edu-
cation building.  Thanks!  

 
BREAKFAST AT THE MANGER is our  
Christmas program for all Sunday 

School classes on Sunday, December 
16.  At 9 a.m., all children, youth and 
adults are invited to Fellowship Hall for 
caroling, storytelling, a craft and of 
course, breakfast!  Everyone is also in-
vited to bring a gift to the mangerða box 
of cereal which will then be given to the 
Red Cross Food Bank.  Come celebrate 
        Jesusô birth at the manger! 
 

 
 
HELP US MAKE THE TRIP! As we ñjourney to the 
manger,ò we will need blankets or ground covers for a 
ñrespiteò along the way.  If you have blankets we 
could borrow, please bring them to the church office 
or to Jan Davis.  Please label your blanket if you 
would like it returned. Remember, they may get a little 
ñBethlehem Breakfastò on them! 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL is a great place to spend the holi-
days!  As Thanksgiving is celebrated, we learn ways 
to give thanks to God for all good gifts to us.  We pre-
pare ourselves for Christmas by 
hearing the story of the angel tell-
ing Mary about her coming baby, 
Josephôs courage in standing by 
Mary and their journey to Bethle-
hem.  Our childrenôs curriculum 
uses Old Testament stories to 
show Godôs faithful relationship 
with his people and New Testament stories to show 
Godôs love through Jesus Christ.  What better way to 
spend Sunday mornings than to hear how much we 
are loved!   

 
ALL WOMEN OF ST. MATTHEW!  Save the date for 
our Womenôs Retreat:  Saturday, January 12, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., in the Upper Room.  Our theme for the day 

will be ñTaste and See the Lord is 
Goodò and will include worship, a 
special guest speaker, relaxation 
techniques, a take-home facial, 
lunch, and oh, yes, lots of chocolate!  
Watch for a registration form and 

more information in our December bulletins and next 
Messenger, but mark those 2008 calendars today!   

2
0
0
8 

mailto:jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org
mailto:jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org


This yearôs poinsettia memorial/honorarium contributions will be sent to MERCY SHIPS.  
 

WHAT IS MERCY SHIPS?  ð  

 

Mercy Ships  is a global charity organization, providing ñhope and healingò to the worldôs poor. 
 

Mercy Ships  has operated a fleet of hospital ships since 1978. 
 

The ships are used to bring world-class medical assistance and long-term sustainable development to the worldôs poor with a 

multinational crew and staff. 
 

Mercy Ships  uses land-based teams to assist the work of the ships. 
 

As of 2005 there are 3 ships in the fleet-the Anastasis, the Africa Mercy, and the Caribbean Mercy. 
 

Some of the more notable statistics include: 

¶ Performed more than 32,500 surgeries such as cleft lip and palate, cataract removal, straightening of crossed eyes, orthopedic and facial 

reconstruction. 

¶ Treated more than 212,000 people in village medical clinics. Performed more than 183,000 dental treatments. 

¶ Taught over 14,500 local health care and professional workers, who have in turn trained many others in primary health care. 

¶ Taught 95,000 local people in primary health care. 

¶ Delivered more than $60 million worth of medical equipment, hospital supplies and medicines. 

¶ Completed more than 900 community development projects including construction of schools, clinics, orphanages, water wells and agri-

culture programs. 

¶ Demonstrated the love of God to people in over 550 port visits in 70 different nations. 
 

More than 1,600 short-term volunteers serve with Mercy Ships  each year. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - Members and friends who wish to honor or memorialize a loved one by placing a poinsettia in 
the chancel this Christmas are asked to complete and return the form below with $10  per listing to the church office. The 
memorials/honorariums will support the ministry Mercy Ships. The deadline is Monday, December 3 , 2007.  
 

2007 Christmas Poinsettias 
 

I/We wish to (please check one) 
 

____ Honor  ____ Memorialize 
 

 
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________ 

(Person to be memorialized or honored) 
 
Given by ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your offering envelope number _____________________________________________ 
 
Please include $10 per listing and make check payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church . 
Deadline is Monday, December 3, 2007.  



NO SAW WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, November 21, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION EUCHARIST SERVICE (FELLOWSHIP HALL) 

Saturday, November 24, 2007 
 

5:00 p.m. WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Service Assist: Clair and Lucinda Anderson 
Musicians: Youth Praise Team, Courtney and Kaitlyn Peck  
Comm. Assist/Courier:  Jim and Sue Hyde 
Refreshments: Jim, Doreen and Tim Rummel  
Emergency Person:  Dr. Kurt Thomas  
 

CHRIST THE KING 
Sunday, November 25, 2007 

 

7:45 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Greeters:  Ralph and Judy Doner 
  Grant and Erin Frederick   
Info/Hosp. Desk: Diane Baublitz 
Ushers:  Donald Fuhrman, Team 11 
Acolytes:  Andy Zimmerman, Luke Zimmerman,  
     Jessica Andrews 
Lector:  Muriel Crabbs 
Message in Song: You Are Exulted (Menôs Chorus) 
Courier/Comm. Assist:  Richard Trostle, Joan Belt 
Comm. Anthem: Sanctus  (Menôs Chorus)  
Preparers: Colleen Dubs, Margie Hoffheins 
Emergency Person:  Carolyn Markle 
 

9:00 a.m.  SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
Librarian:  Nina Clark 
 

10:05 a.m.  WELCOME PLACE - Ken and Gloria Koontz, Lynn Fiery 
 

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Greeters:  Randy and Debra Kline 
  Raymond Kline, Jr. and Nancy Leister  
Info/Hosp. Desk: Nancy Palermo 
Ushers:  James Frey, Team 12 
Acolytes:  Zach Alles, Zach Baxter, Vanessa Brady 
Lector:  Melissa Crabbs 
Message in Song: You Are Exulted (Menôs Chorus) 
Courier/Comm. Assist:  Erik Keen, Need 4    
Comm. Anthem: Sanctus (Menôs Chorus)   
Preparers: Connie Granger, Barb Stetter 
Child Care: Karen Nelson, Carrie Kline 
Van Drivers: Larry and Faye Showers 
Emergency Person:  Nancy Sheppard  
Initial Visitor: Sandy Little 
Flower Delivery: Gloria Koontz, Joyce Raubenstine 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Monday, November 19 
 8:45-11:15 a.m./12:00-2:30 p.m.  Discovery Place Fours 
 12:00-1:00 p.m.  Apostlesô Creed Bible Study  
       (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Cadette Troop 701 
 7:00-8:00 p.m.  Apostlesô Creed Bible Study  
       (Fellowship Hall) 
 8:00-9:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Teen Troop 771 
   
Tuesday, November 20 

 9:00-11:00 a.m./Noon-2:00 p.m. Discovery Place Threes 
 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. W/ELCA Sewing Workshop (Room 204) 
 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
 2:30-4:00 p.m.  Pastorsô Meeting 
    NO Primary Choir  
    NO Cherub Choir  
 6:15-7:00 p.m.  Executive Committee Meeting  
      (Pr. Yeiserôs Office) 
 6:30-8:00 p.m.   Cub Scouts  
 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts (Gym Time) 
 7:00 p.m.  Church Council (Upper Room)  

 
Wednesday, November 21 
    NO Discovery Place Classes 
    NO Junior Choir  
    NO SAW Activities    
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Boy Scouts (Gym Time) 
    NO Chancel Choir  
 

Thursday, November 22 - Happy Thanksgiving! - Church Office Closed 

  
 

Friday, November 23 - Church Office Closed 
                    Deadline for Messenger dated December 17 - January 20 

     
Saturday, November 24 

 10:00-11:00 a.m.  Mini-Ministers Puppet Rehearsal 
      (Fellowship Hall) 

 11:15-11:45 a.m.  Prime Time Puppeteers Rehearsal 
      (Fellowship Hall) 
  (see worship schedule in left  column) 
 

Sunday, November 25 

  (see worship schedule in left column) 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Brief Grief Share Group (Room 204) 
 9:30-10:00 a.m.    Grace MattersðRadio Broadcast  
      (WHVR AM 1280) 
 11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Youth Choir (Soloists until 12:45) 
    NO Youth Group  

ST.  MATTHEW  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WEEKLY  SCHEDULE  
Monday, November 19, ð Sunday, November 25, 2007  

  Saturday ð Celebration Eucharist, 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday ð Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, 
                     7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

THE ANNUAL CONGREGAT ION MEETING 
will be held on Sunday, December 9, following 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to approve the 2008 budget, elect 
new Council members and vote on a proposed 
by-law change.  We hope to see everyone there. 




